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T was your erecting an Infirmary for the 

benefit of the poor, which gave mean op- 
portunity of making fome of the following obfer- 
vations in furgery: and when the opinion of my 
friends inclined me to publith them, a fenfe of | 
my obligations to you called for this profeffion 


of my gratitude. 


* This worthy gentleman, with whom [ had been happily 
acquainted more than forty years, died January the 3oth, 
1775. He wasa zealous promoter of the:eftablifhment of 
the Norfolk and Norwich Hofpital, a liberal contributor to 
it in his life time, and at his death left to that fociety a le- 
gacy of roool, 
| a2 Providence, 


(ar) 

Providence, that wifely orders all things, 
has bleffed you with an ample fortune ; it is a | 
blefling, becaufe you employ it to the beft 
purpoles : the compafiion you fhow to the ne- 
ceffitous and miferable, and the conftant care 
you take to fupply their wants and relieve their 
diftrefles, make your name revered by more 
than thofe who are daily objects of your boun- 
ty, and will ever be remembered. 

This benevolence of heart, which makes 
you the guardian of the poor, makes you {till 
more extenfively beneficial: your {tri impar- 
tiality in the adminiftration of juftice, and fu- 
perior abilities moft readily exerted on all oc- 
cafions, for the common good of mankind, 


render you an univerfal friend and benefactor. 


I AM, SIR, 
YOUR MOST OBLIGED, 


HUMBLE SERVANT, 


"Bey OFFS ae 
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N the laft half ceatury, the knowledge of 
furgery has been much advanced, by a ge- 
—neral fpirit of emulation, which feems to have 
prevailed throughout moft parts of Europe: it 
has been cultivated here, by men of great appli- 
cation and abilities in the profeffion, and the 
~ benevolence of the public has co-operated with 
their private endeavours: for, to the immortal 
honour of this kingdom, in lefs than half that 
period of time, many hofpitals have been 
founded; and are now well {upported, by vo- 
luntary contributions; which not only afford 
the beft relief to the greateft and moft deplo- 
rable objects of charity, but have a direct ten- 
dency to promote and perfect the knowledge of 
this art, making the benefit extend to all ranks 
of people. | 
In the winter of the year 1758, which I 
{pent in London, Ireceiveda meflage from the 
a Cala late 


@ 


V1 PREFACE: 
late lord bithop of Norwich, by Mr. Stilling« 


feet, a gentleman well known in the literary 
world; and accordingly I waited upon his 
lordthip. From feveral conferences with him 
in London, and afterwards in Norwich, and 
the fteps that were taken in confequence there- 
of, concerning erecting a general hofpital for 
the county of Norfolk and the city of Nor- 
wich jointly, I have good reafons to believe, 
that had he lived and continued bifhop of Nor- 
wich, fuch a beneficent. eftablifhment would 
have been completed before now ; as every at- 
tempt of this nature has happily fucceeded in 
this kingdom, to the with of its promoters: 
and I hope that charitable and pious fcheme 
will be revived and attended with all imagina 
ble fuccefs; nothing feems wanting even now | 
to accomplifh it, but to have a fubfcription 
properly opened.* 

It may be truly faid, that furgery is arrived 
to fuch a degree of perfection in Great Britain, 
as leaves no room for France any longer to 

boaft of herfuperiority ; but though anatomyand_ 


* See the Dedication to the 3d vol. and an Account of 


the Rife and Progrefs of the Norfolk and Norwich Hof- 
_ pital following it. 


every 


PREFACE. Vil 
every branch of furgery flourifh, and are accu- 
rately taught in London, by the moft cele- 
brated men, making a journey to Paris unne- 
ceflary to finith a furgeon’s education, ftili we 
muft think the Parzfans happy in their late 
very excellent inftitution, the Royal Academy 
of Surgery, chiefly owing to two great men, 
Marefchaland Peyrone*. | 

Recording memorable facts has been looked 
upon as a laudable undertaking in all ages and 
countries, even before there were any regular 
profeffors of the medical art in the world ; and 
though the fundamental rules of furgery are fo 
well known and eftablifhed, that little feems 
left to be done in thofe points, yet making ob- 
fervations carefully, and communicating them 
faithfully, with the particular treatment of the 
moit remarkable cafes, as well unfavourable as 
favourable in their events, will be of fingular 


* Monf. de la Peyronie left, at his death, the greater part 
of a large fortune he had acquired by his profeflion, for the 
advancement of furgery, particularly to the univerfity of 
Montpellier, where he had been educated: and among other 
donations he added 300 livres to the golden prize medal 
annually given by the Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris, 
which was originally but 200.- —See the panegyric or 
eulogy upon this great man, prefixed to the fecond vol. of 
the Mem. of that fociety. ; 
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Vill PREFACE. | 
fervice, and prove the fureft guides in praGtice, 
on various occafions. Thefe confiderations 
make me with, that every attentive practitioner 
would fhow his inclination of being ufeful, in 
this manner to the community, in the plaineft | 
language, with fuch concifenefs and _perfpi- 
cuity, as are beft adapted to the relation of 
matters of fact; and the candid will excufe lit- 
tle errors of dition or otherwife. 

Whilft I was confined at Bath fome years 
ago, I wrote the firft edition of my Obferva- 
tions in Surgery; and after adding a few 
{ketches, more fully to illuftrate fome of the 
cafes, I fhowed them to my friends, whofe 
approbation determined me to publith them. 

The reception they met with have encou- 
raged me to offer a fecond edition, with addi- 
tions upon the fame plan; hoping that what 
‘was originally intended for a confined purpofe, 
may prove more extenfively ufeful. 

Greater attention and affiduity in difcharging 
the duties of my profeffion, than was confiftent 
with my infirm ftate of health, brought my_ 
life into imminent danger, and obliged me to 
retire from bufinefs; but having long defigned. 
a fecond edition, 1 wrote at intervals when 


able, 


@e 
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able, and at other times employed an amanu- 


enfis, during a very tedious confinement. 

It having pleafed God, in his infinite mercy 
and goodnefs, to enable me, I have carefully 
revifed and corrected thefe papers, and moft 
heartily wifh they may anfwer the end pro- 
pofed in publifhing them: for to promote, in 
any degree, the benefit of mankind, and the 
improvement of a profeflion I highly regard, 
will afford me one of the greateft pleafures I 
am capable of enjoying in the evening of my 


days. 


Halefworth, . 
September the 19th, 1767. 
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HOPE my intention will prove my apology; 
and that the following propofition will not 

be deemed an unbecoming liberty, which I 
fubmit, with all imaginable deference, to the 
confideration of thofe gentlemen concerned in 
the management of hofpitals, in any part of 
this kingdom, as well the governors as the 
_ phyficians and furgeons. The propofition is, 
how far it might be beneficial, and conducive 
to the edification of pupils, to have the neateft, 
beft, and moft complete fets of modern inftru- 
ments, and machines of every kind, for the 
ufe of the hofpital; with a fkeleton, anda few 
ether practical, anatomical preparations, to 
have recourfe to occafionally ; and a fuitable 
collection of practical books, in Latin, French, 
and Englifh, kept in a room appropriated to 
this purpofe, under the care and dire€tion of 
the houfe-furgeon ; allowing him to fhow them 
to the pupils, under due reftrictions and regu- 
lations, By thefe means, thofe who are emu- 


I | lous. 
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lous and ftudioufly inclined, will have the bett 
opportunity of being properly informed, and 
of getting clear and adequate ideas of the things 
effentially neceflary to be known, to regulate 
their future purfuits and practice: and by mak- 
ing them early the objects of their ftudy and 
attention, affifted by the communications and 
explanations of the gentlemen intruftea with 
this part of their education, they ma, receive 
inexpreflible advantages. 

The expence to the hofpital fund, in fur- 
nifhing this requifite provifion, would be very 
trifling, compared with the benefit. that I 
humbly conceive would accrue from it, by 


improving and diffufing the knowledge of fur- 


gery in thefe fundamentals, wherein the gene- 
ral good of mankind is fo manifeftly concerned: 


and the lectures given, by the furgeons of hof- 


se ee iis “pages 
pitals to their pupils, upon extraordinary cafes, 
demonttrating to them the reafons of their 
practice, muft prove very inftructive. 
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A CASE OF A FRACTURED SKULL IN AN OLD 
| MAN. | 


March 19) 1749- 


H. a robuft labouring man, aged 

« fixty-one, received a blow upon his 
Ahead, with the end of a rafter: he inftantly 
fell down deprived of fenfe. and motion, and 
was carried home as a dead man; but fhowed 
figns of life foon after. A violent Ecchymo/is 
appeared, without any breach of the fkin; 
upon fcalping, the fame day, a very extenfive 
Vou. II. A fracture 


2 CASES AND REMARKS 
fra€ture was difcovered, with a great com~ 
minution and depreffion of the fuperior part 
of the right parietal bone: as foon as the 
hemorrbage was reftrained, the trephine was 
applied, and it was found neceflary to make 
fix perforations, in order to remove, the frag- 
ments and depreffed pieces of the cranium 
then in view; after the removal of them, we 
obferved a feparation of the dura mater from 
the cranium, much beyond the perforations. - 
After the operation, the patient was dreffed © 
as ufual in fuch cafes, was let blood fre-~ 
quently, and kept to a {trict regimen, laxatives 
being adminiftered occafionally. He recovered 
his fenfes perfectly in about ten days; the 
wound had a kind afped, and the fymptos — 
matic fever abated, which gave us great hopes — 
ef his recovery. 

As the digeflion advanced, we obferved a 
farther feparation of the dura mater from — 
the cranium, at the fuperior and moft con- 
cave part of the parietal bone, which conti- 
nued as far as the inferior and depending 
| point, where there was a lodgement of matter 
at every drefling; the difcharge feemed now 
more than a well conditioned wound, of that” 


- apparent - 


; IN SURGERY. . 3 
apparent fize, ought, to produce, his pulfe. 
became: quicker, with great reftlefsnefs; and 
foon after he fell into a fupor, as at firft. 
Thefe threatening fymptoms returning, and 
growing worfe every hour, we were reduced 
to great difficulty, to know how to ac with 
the ftrongeft probability of relieving our pa- 
tient, but upon obferving whence moft matter 
proceeded at every drefling, underneath the 
-cranium, at length we refolved to remove 
another portion of the fcalp, beginning at the 

fuperior part, defcribing the fegment of a. 
circle towards the occiput, and fo coming 
round to the inferior part of the firft incifion. 
This ftep difcovered to us, at the moft de- 
pending part, a triangular fharp-pointed frag- 
ment of the cranium, ftruck into, if not 
quite through the dura mater, whence the 
matter had iffued at every dreffing, for three 
or four days; and now we could alfo difcern 
{mall fiflures extending, in various directions, 
into both frontal and temporal bone. 

Under thefe circumftances, after mature 
deliberation, we thought it moft advifeable 
to remove the whole arch of bone, from 
which the dura mater was detached, as has 

AB been 
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been defcribed, which, being impracticable by 
any other means, was effected by feven per- 
forations of the trephine, on 4pri/ the 1ft. 
After this fecond operation, and extracting 
the triangular piece of bone, he grew imme- 
diately better, and every bad fymptom gra- 
dually vanithed. 

In the beginning of ‘fu/y, he was in a con-~ 
dition to walk two miles every day to be 
drefled ; but it was more than a year before 
the cicatrice was perfected ; and afterwards 
veficles now and then arofe, broke, difcharged 
a little, and then healed without any diffi- 
culty, by the common applications. 

The fubftance that fupplied the lofs of the 
cranium never entirely offified, but in a young 
fubje& probably it would have acquired fuch 
a degree of hardnefs, or folidity, as conftitutes 
bone. 

In order to guard the brain againft external 
injuries, he conftantly wore a thin iron, or 
tin plate, lined with fome foft material, as 
long as he lived; following his ordinary la= 
borious employment for many years, till he 
was incapacitated by being grievoufly afflicted 
with the ftone in his bladder; of which 

difeafe 
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IN SURGERY. 5 
difeafe he died, and was buried before I re- 
ceived intelligence of his death, or I would, 
if poflible, have obtained leave to have in- 
{pected his head. — | 


PLatTe I. exhibits a view of this fraCture. 


PLA PE 


A. A.A. The extent of the firft operation 
performed March the 19th. 


B. B. B. The extent of the fecond operation 
| performed April the 1ft. 


C. The point of the triangular piece 
of bone, which was {truck into 
the Dura Mater, and difcovered 
upon the fecond operation. 


That kind of trepan called the trephine is the mof 
commodious, and it is now, I believe, in general ufe every 
where. 


A3 An 
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4 


_AN UNCOMMON’ CASE OF A FRACTURE OF THE 
Ne SCULLe a 


june the 24th, 1749. 

NAR. J. E. of T. aged about thirty, came 
I\ t to my houfe when I happened to be 
_ from home, and afked a gentleman who lived 
with me, to drefs a fmall wound ‘he had re- 
ceived in the middle of his forehead, without 
faying how it happened; and a plafter was 
accordingly applied, without examining the 
wound, it appearing fo very flight. 

I was called to him three days after, and 
found him in a fupor, attended with other 
threatening fymptoms. Upon examining the 
wound, which was indeed very trifling in its 
external appearance, my probe paffed, without 
any reliftance, into the brain more than two 

inches; at the extremity of which, I was_ 
-fenfible of touching fome folid body, and took. 
it to be a fragment of the internal table of 
the fcull, after having been informed how the 
accident happened, which was by the breech- 


pin of a gun, when the barrel flew out of the 
{tock upon difcharging it, 


] fea]; sed 
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I fealped him, ftopped the 4emorrhage 
with the needle and ligature, and trepanned 
him immediately, making two perforations 
adjoining, fearing it fhould be impracticable 
through one to extract the fragments, which 
might be driven into the brain. The diameter 
of the fracture of the external table was of no 
Jarger extent than the tail of the breech-pin; ~ 
but one of the fragments of the internal table 
was almoft as broad as a fhilling, much too 
big to have been extracted through a fingle 
perforation. 

The ftupor, &c. went off foon after the 
operation, and he recovered his fenfes per- 
fectly : and though fome portion of the brain 
was diicharged at every drefling, the fymptoms 
continued fo favourable till the eighteenth day, 
that I began to be flattered with hopes of his 
recovery ; but the fupor, &c. then returneds 
and he died in convulfions the next day. 

I could not obtain leave to open the {cull after 
the patient’s death, to examine the brain, &c. 


A 4 ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER CASE OF A FRACTURE OF THE SCULL AND 
WOUND OF THE BRAIN, MADE BY THE BREECH~ 
PIN OF A GUN NEAR THREE INCHES LONG, WHICH 
WAS LODGED IN THE LEFT HEMISPHERE OF THE 
BRAIN. 


fanuary the 18th, 1763. 


B. a gentleman’s fervant, about nineteen | 
" "years of age, difcharging a gun, the 
breech-pin flew out of the barrel, entered the 
os frontis, including part of the frontal finus, 
and funk deep into the brain, quite out of 
fight, near an inch below the internal furface 
of the fcull. He killed the bird he fhot at, 
and fell himfelf at the fame inflant ; a perfon 
with him cried out, ‘* He is dead ;” to which 
he immediately anfwered, **‘ No, I am not 
‘*« dead, come and help me up.” His fenfes 
were not in the leaft impaired, and as foon 
as he was fet upon his legs, he walked very 
well. 

The next day I was defired to meet the 
fargeon, who was forthwith called to him 
after the accident, and we found fome of the 
brain in the wound. His underftanding was 
not yet affected, he anfwered all queftions 

very 
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very pertinently, and complained only of a 
little pain in his head; but vomited now and 
then, and had a deprefled pulfe. When we 
had deliberately confidered all circumftances, 
we came to a refolution to fcalp and trepan _ 
him directly. We made two perforations, 
through which we eafily extracted fome large 
fragments of the bone, and thought we felt 
another, larger than any one we had extracted, 
lodged much deeper in the brain, but this 
proved to be the breech-pin, that we were 
not the leaft apprehenfive of finding there. 
The wound was then dreffed, and the patient 
treated, according to the ufual rules directed 
in fuch cafes. 

Soon after the operation, the pain of his 
head went almoft entirely off, the vomiting 
ceafed, and his pulfe grew ftronger. His 
fenfes continued perfect till the eighth day, 
and the wound externally had no unfavourable 
afpect, as the furgeon informed me, though 
fome of the brain was evacuated at every 
drefling. The firft fymptom fhowing the 
nervous fyf{tem affected, was a dimnefs of 
fight ; foon after a total blindnefs fucceeded ; 
next day, on the oppofite fide to that which 

Was 
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was wounded, he became paralytic, and the. 
other was convulfed; the day after, he loft 
his fpeech, and died on the fourteenth day. 


Lately Mr. Leath, a furgeon of character at Ach, in 
Norfolk, gave me the hiftory of a cafe which ended hap- 
pily, wherein the breech-pin of the gun entered the os 
jrontis, and wounded the brain, but was not loft in it as 
in the preceding cafe, 


A FRAC- 
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‘A FRACTURE UPON THE OS FRONTIS, ATTENDED 


WITH AN ERYSIPELATOUS TUMOR OF AN ENOR- 
MOUS SIZE, 


| Auguft the 3d, 1754. 
HE wife of T. H. of H. aged about 


fifty, of a ftrong conftitution and bilious 


_ habit, received this accident by a ftone thrown 
_ with great force: the wound, though incon- 
fiderable, was immediately ftitched, and the 


cafe, in all refpects, treated contrary to the 
rules of furgery. 


I was called to her on the eighth day after 


_ the accident, and found an eryfipelatous tumor, 
partly emphyfematous, had {eized her head, 
face, and neck, to the greateft degree I had 
ever feen; thofe parts were as much {welled 


as in the moft confluent kind of fmall-pox, 


the fever ran very high, the was delirious, 
breathed very fhort with great labour and dif- 


ficulty, and indeed I thought fhe could not 


have lived till the next day. I difcovered a 


fracture with my probe, which eafily pafled 


a good way round about upon the feull, the 


“ fealp being quite ‘epuaica from it. . 1 made 


a lon- 
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a longitudinal incifion, but did not venture te 
remove the fcalp, under thefe circumftances, 
to inform myfelf of the nature and extent of 
the fracture. No evacuations had yet been 
made, and every rational means of relief had 
been neglected. 

Repeated bleeding, as her ftrength would 
bear, lenient purgatives, nitrous medicines 
with camphire, the plentiful ufe of diluents, 
&c. with {carifications and proper topics, gave 
her relief in a few days, beyond expectation : 
i then removed a fufficient portion of the 
fcalp to bring the fracture in view, applied 
the trephine, and found much extravafated 
blood upon the dura mater, which was in 
an inflamed ftate. Bleeding, lenient purga- 
tives, &c. were occafionally continued after 
the operation. It was a long time before fhe 
appeared out of danger, and was recovered 
with the utmoft difficulty. 


In a fingle perforation of the fcull after trepanning, I 
have often found the plate of lead, defcribed and ftrongly 
recommended by Bell:/fe, in his Hofpital Surgeon, of fignal 
fervice in keeping the dura mater fufficiently depreffed ; 
by which the growth of fungous flefh from thence, through 
the perforation, will be eafily prevented, and the difcharge 
of any kind of fluid facilitated, that may happen to be 

lodged 
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fodged between the fcull and that membrane: J never 
faw any inconveniences arife from the ufe of it; but dread- 
ful confequences may juftly be apprehended from cutting 
off fungus, or deftroying it with efcharotics, in thefe 
cafes. By a piece of card laid over the ears of the plate, 
raifed a little above the fuperficies of the fcull, the preflure 
may be regulated to a due degree, with a comprefs and 
the common bandage, or with flrips of common plafter 
applied crucially over the wound, which are preferable, 
without any other bandage than to contain the neceflary 
applications. “The firft time I performed this operation, 
I found the fame inconvenience followed it, which I fup- 
pofe put Bellofe upon inventing this plate, and ufed it fe- 
veral times, without knowing it had been ufed by any fur- 
geon before.—See Note in Vol. I. concerning fungeus 
excrefcences apt to arife after trepanning, and the fymp- 
toms arifing upon excifion. 


A CASE 
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A CASE IN WHICH THE TREPAN WAS SUCCESSFULLY 
APPLIED TO THE OCCIPITAL BONE. 


HE Reverend Mr. Baker, of Hedenham, 
a very worthy divine, in the fifty-ninth 
year of his age, of a robuft conftitution and 
fanguine complexion, by a fall from his horfe 
running away with him, Fw/y the 11th, #757, 
received one large and extenfive fiffure, in a 
right line downwards, from near the fuperior 
angle of the occipital bone, and another as 
{mall as a hair, diverging at an acute angle, 
about an inch from the top of the large one, 
on the left fide of it, extending almoft to the 
lambdoidal future. 
He was taken up fpeechlefs and fenfelefs, 
the /fupor went off, in a great meafure, upon 


{calping and plentiful bleeding 


g; a fever foon 
followed, attended with delirious fymptoms 
at times, with an appearance of the intellectual 
faculties being much impaired, though not 
entirely abolifhed ; but he could recollect 
nothing of what had happened relative to the 
accident. 

Many circumftances concurred to delay the 
ufe of the trepan till the eleventh day after 
the 
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the accident, when it being unanimouily 
agreed upon in confultation, by Doctor Bennet, 
of Norwich, Mefirs. Cooper, Manning, and 
Lewis, of Bungay in Suffolk, fargeons, with 
myfelf, and coniented to by the perfons nearly 
concerned, a fingle perforation of the bone © 
‘was made, including a {mall part of the capil- 
lary fifflure as well as the other, without any 
ill accident attending the operation: we bore 
in mind this excellent maxim in furgery, 
feftina lente, examining the fulcus frequently 
with a probe, or quill cut like a pick-tooth, 
to obferve where the faw had cut through; 
and when the piece was moveable, holding by 
one third or fourth of its circumference, we 
thought it moft advifeable to raife it up with 
the elevator; the dura mater then appeared 
highly inflamed, looking of a dufky red, much 
like a lump of coagulated blood. We after-_ 
wards, with {mall gouges, carving and en- | 
eraving tools, enlarged the lower part of the 
-fiffure, where we perceived an ifluing of a 
fetid gleet, like what was difcharged through 
‘the perforation, from between the dura mater 
and the cranium; and apprehending . they 
had a communication, we fhould have looked 
upon it as juftifiable practice, to have made 

l : : one 
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one or two perforations more with the trepan, 
towards that point, had not the fymptoms 
abated by the means we had ufed. 

He had a variety of fymptoms both before 
and after the operation, fhowing the nervous 
fyftem greatly difordered ; but we could not 
precifely determine what part of the ence~ 
 phalon was mott affected : before the operation 
he conftantly complained of much pain upon 
the fides and fore part of his head, which was 
accompanied with the moft intenfe degree of 
heat, perceptible by our touch, and which was 
not fenfibly abated by copious bleeding, the 
obfervance of an exact regimen, &c. About 
fix hours after the operation, he gave fignal 
evidence of the return of his fenfes, in recol- 
JeGting and clearly relating the circumftances 
of the accident ; and the pain and heat of his 
head foon abated: ftill’ many threatening 
fymptoms continued, and new ones arofe; 
among the reft, a /pafmus cynicus on the left 
fide, with a remarkable finking and dulnefs, 
or want of luftre of the right eye at the fame 
time, both of which proved of fhort dura< 
tion. 

After plentiful bleeding, the frequent. re- 
petition of lenient purgatives, a regular ufe 


of 
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of cooling remedies, and keeping him ftrictly 
to a foft liquid diet, it was thought proper, 
on account of febrile fymptoms which in- 
creafed periodically, and the appearance of a 
blackifh flough upon the dura mater, to 
give the bark, joining rhubarb with it to 
prevent coftivenefs. 

About a fortnight after the operation, we 
began to. conceive great hopes of his recovery ; 
in Odfober the wound was contracted into the 
compas of a fontanel, and kept open at the 
bottom as fuch; his intellects were perfect, 
he was able to take the air in his chariot, and 
his health daily improved. He lived feveral 
years after, and enjoyed as good health, as he 
had done for many before. 

_In this cafe, we wanted circumftantial and 
well warranted precedents, to enforce the 
application of the trepan, and fatisfy all par- 
ties concerned, of the propriety and neceffity 
of it, upon the occipital bone. It is to be 
wifhed that writers of approved chara¢ter, 
who have treated this fubje&, had farther 
confidered a point of fo much importance to 
furgery ; for the dura mater may be fo in- 
jJured, that though the cerede//um has received 
no immediate hurt, whence, it is fuppofed, 

WoL. IT. B death 
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death would inftantly enfue, yet, without 
trepanning, the patient muft inevitably perifh : 
and this appearing to be the ftate of the cafe 
before us, had the hazard of the operation 
been much greater, we fhould have thought 
ourfelves juftified in the practice. 

The obje@ions which have been made 
againtt it, are, a great difficulty of perforating 
the bone, on account of the unequal.thicknefs 
of it, the danger of wounding the cerebellum, 
and of opening a fimus. Should the latter 
happen we have inftances of its not proving 
mortal; and upon a ftrit examination of the 
bone, we believe, it will appear that few parts 
of it have fuch an inequality, in the circular 
compafs of the faw, as to be more than a 
little thicker in one part than the other; from 
which confideration, and the cerebellum and 
Jnufes being well defended by fo thick a 
membrane as the dura mater, we are en- 
couraged to. hope, that a cautious operator 
may fucceed without injuring either; but he 
fhould be well acquainted with the ftru@ture 
of the bone and the refpedtive fituation of 
the parts, proceeding with the utmoft cir- 
cumfpection and prudence, where the prac- © 

3 tice 
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‘tice may not yet be thought fufficiently au- 
thorized.* 


* T have fince trepanned the occipital bone with fafety, 
ever the right lateral /us, and the piece taken out was a 
egrcat deal thicker in one part than the other. 

See Med. Mufeum, Numb. 55, in which are related 
two cafes, of the operation having been performed with 
fuccefs, upon the occipital bone; and one in Numb. 60, 
ef that periodical work. | 

Vid Facobi Bonti Obferv. vi. 
De infigni Cranii Fra€tura, 

This fingular and very dreadful accident happened to 
a failor, through carelefsnefs, as he was employed in clean- 
ing and careening the fhip; having his head inclined to 
his work, it was crufhed between the fhip and the boat 
he was in, by the impulfe of a wave; and though great 
part of the occipital bone was extracted in fragments, 
at different times, almoft as far as the foramen magnum, 
yet he was perfectly cured in about fix months, by Bontius 
and another eminent practitioner, beyond their expectation, 

_See a remarkable cafe communicated by Monf. Char- 
metton to Monf. Pouteav, publifhed in his Adelanges de 


Chirurgie. 


Ba A FISSURE 
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A FISSURE UPON THE OS TEMPORALE, &C. ATTENDED 
WITH UNCOMMON CIRCUMSTANCES, IN WHICH 
TREPANNING HAPPILY SUCCEEDED. 


Fune the 5th, 1763. 


R. D. J. of F. a gentleman of great. 


eminence in the law, about 55 years of 
age, and of a vigorous conftitution and ative 
difpofition, riding too brifkly, as he was 
wont to do, his horfe fell, and he was taken 
up by his fervant in a ftate of abfolute infen- 
fibility, and immediately conveyed to the 
neareft houfe of accommodation, where a phy- 


fician and two furgeons attended him as foon 


as poflible. 


The next day I was called to a confulta- 
tion, in which it was agreed to {calp him 


forthwith, removing a: portion of the tem- 


poral mufcle, that was moft violently con- 
tufed ; under which we found the pericranium 
quite feparated from the bone, and a fiffure 


extending obliquely and laterally to the pa- 
rictal bone. In fcalping we defignedly in- 


cluded a branch of the temporal artery, fuf- 
fering a civ quantity of blood to flow 


from — | 
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from thence. The day following he was 
trepanned; the dura mater was found de- 

tached from the fcull, having evidently the 
. appearance of an incipient inflammation, but 
no extravafation was difcovered. 

Very threatening fymptoms {till continuing, 
the patient conftantly lying either in a lethar- 
gic or delirious ftate, attended with {pafmodic 
affections, and a very irregular pulfe; and 
feeing the operation, frequent bleeding, other 
evacuations, &c. brought no fenfible relief, 
another confultation was held a few days 
after, confifting of two phyficians and four 
furgeons; the refult of which was, that 
{calping fhould be farther and amply extended 
directly. The next day the phyficians and 
furgeons all met again, and unanimoufly 
agreed that a fecond perforation fhould be 
made, contiguous to the firft, the fiflure pur= 
fued, and more perforations made, if occafion 
required ; but upon the moft accurate infpec- 
tion of the parts after doing this, we deter- 
mined to defift, though in the extent of the 
{calping we had ufed the precaution of fuffi- 
ciently providing for more perforations, fhould 
fuch meafures have been found neceflary. 


B 3 After 
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After the fecond operation, venefeétion was _ 


ftill continued as freely as the patient’s ftrength 
would allow, with a ftrict obfervance of all 
other advifable rules, as before directed. The 
very alarming fymptoms gradually abated, and 
in about a month he appeared in a condition 
to be removed to Norwich with fafety, for 
the greater convenience of the conftant at- 
tendance of the phyficians; and then, at his 
own defire and his relations, the care of him, 
in the part of furgery, devolved upon me 
fingly. As this cafe was circumftanced,, it 
appeared to me a point of great confequence, 
that one of the phyficians, if not both, fhould 
always attend at the times of drefling, for the 
patient’s benefit and my own fatisfaction. 

A fever ftill fubfifted after his removal, more 
or lefs; fometimes accompanied with delirious 
fymptoms, which nothing but bleeding would 
effectually remove. He feveral times mani- 
feftly hurt himfelf, with attention to bufinefs, 
increafing his fever, and bringing on thofe 
alarming fymptoms by that means, notwith- 
{tanding our repeated and moft earneft caution 
againft it. He frequently complained of an 
uncommon pain in his head, to a degree in 
proportion to the intenfenefs of the febrile 


fymptoms ; 
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fymptoms ; which proceeded from the temple, 
going off in curves above and below, tending 
to, and terminating at the occiput, according 
to his own manner of defcribing it, when he 
was perfect in his underftanding. 

More than two hundred ounces of blood 
were taken away during the cure, and above 
a hundred of them in the firft week after the 
accident ; but notwithftanding this copious 
bleeding, and a very liberal ute of diluents, 
attenuants, and laxatives, the blood acquired | 
the thickeft buff-coloured-fize we ever faw ; 
which was generally obferved to be, after the 
firft few days, from + to + of an inch thick ; 
once I meafured it exactly, and found it wanted 
but little of an inch ; and it had fuch a ftrong 
cohefion, that by a part of it very little bigger 
than a ftraw, the whole crafamentum could 
be lifted up out of the bafon. | 

There was fuch an exquifite fenfibility in 
the wound, that he could not bear the necef- 
fary degree of preflure by bandage, to prevent 
the growth of luxuriant fleth ; indeed he com- 
plained much of the flighteft bandage ima~ 
ginable, ferving only to retain the dreflings, 
without any evident reafon from the afpeét of 
the wound; and this proved a great incon- 

B 4 venience 
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venience in the cure of it, laying me under a 
neceflity of taking fuch fteps as I would wil- 
lingly have avoided. 

Upon the rifing of the exfoliations, the 
pulfation of the new-made arteries thrufting 
them off, was very vifible to the naked eye. © 
This uncommon phenomenon attracted our 
particular notice and attention; and we alfo 
viewed thefe veffels with glaffes for our farther 
fatisfaction in fuch a curious matter, which 
afforded us great pleafure, having never before 
had an opportunity of fo clearly viewing this 
wonderful operation of nature. Ona part of 
the parietal bone upwards, at the diftance of 
near an inch from the fecond perforation, 
where we could not difcern the leaft mark of 
injury, even by the ftricteft examination with 
the beft glafles immediately after fcalping, 
though we fcraped the bone well, and fpunged 
it quitedry ; yet a piece of the whole fubftance 
of the cranium, about half an inch in diameter, 
was there cait off; through the middle of 
which we obferved a hole running horizon- 
tally, which would admit a crow’s quill, 
giving paflage to a blood-veffel. 

About the beginning of O@ober he was able 
_ to take the air in a chariot, and went home 


on 


IN SURGERY. 25 


on the 2sth of that month, free from any 
material complaint except weaknefs, the na- 
tural confequence of the length of his illnefs, 
confinement, &c. ‘The exfoliation was then 
completed, and the cicatrization of the wound 
nearly fo, which was likewife perfected foon 
after, without any breaking of the cicatrice 
afterwards: and in a reafonable, time he ren 
covered his health, ftrength, and mental fa- 
culties, all which he now enjoys as well as 
before the accident, without the leaft uneafi- 
nefs in his head, and fays he thinks his health 
is improved in fome refpects: But the im- 
minent danger he has efcaped, I hear, has 
not proved admonition fufficient to warn hina 
again{t riding too defperately.* 


- #Tt is highly probable, that the refolute perfeverance in 
bleeding greatly contributed to the prefervation of this 
gentleman’s life.—Serjeant Wifeman has recorded a very 
memorable and pertinent cafe, in his excellent Worksy 


Book 5, Chap. 9, Obferv. ro. 
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A FRACTURE OF THE SCULL,; WITH FRAGMENTS DE- 


PRESSED IN AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER, IN 

WHICH TREPANNING SHOULD HAVE BEEN IMME- 
| DIATELY PERFORMED, TO HAVE GIVEN THE PA- 
“STENT A CHANCE FOR HIS LIFE. 


March the 19th, 1758. 
8 7": ‘ B. of P.. a healthy lad, as he was driv- 


” ing. a cart early in the morning, with 
Enpsamsgesile horfes, had his head crufhed 
between a wall and the foreftool of the cart. 
Towards evening on the 22d I was called to 
meet the furgeons who had been concerned 
from the beginning; but they not being ac- 
quainted with accidents of this nature, the 
neceflary fteps were omitted. The patient 
foon became comatofe, vomited, had frequent 


{pafms affecting different parts; and now the 


wound had a very ill afpect, difcharging a fe- 
tid gleet. 

After an ample removal of the ele we 
difcovered an extenfive fracture, with great 
comminution of the right parietal bone; and 
there appeared no poffibility of extracting or 
raifing the depreffed fragments of the fcull, 
which were firmly fixed, and funk confider- 

able 


a, 
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ably below the bone, forming in the centre a. 
concavity nearly equal to the natural convexity 
of it. With a picktooth, we could find, that 
the internal furfaces of the broken pieces were | 
much larger than the external, and which 
appeared fo, in a very extraordinary manner, 
upon viewing them after trepanning: and as _ 
they contained a great extent of the internal 
table underneath where the external remained 
entire, an attempt to have removed them, 
Without making feveral perforations, as de- 
fcribed in Pl. 2. might not only have proved 
difficult, or even impracticable, but probably 
have farther injured the fubjacent parts, which 
_had evidently fuffered very much. : 

All circumftances having been deliberately 
confidered by us, though there appeared but 
little reafon to hope for faving the patient’s 
life by trepanning, yet we were unanimoufly 
induced to propofe it, feeing that he mutt in- 
evitably perifh without, and followed Celfiss’s 
rule; ““Anceps remedium mehius guam nullum.” 
After a true reprefentation of the matter to his 
father, mother, and others nearly concerned, 
and having their approbation and confent to 
| proceed as we thought moft advifable, at the 
defire of the other furgeons, who had never 
done or feen this operation, I performed it 


directly 
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directly, without any more lofs of time, hav= 
ing ftopped the demorrhage by ligature upon 
the {calping, with that view. I made four 
perforations, as defcribed in the place before 
mentioned, which gave room to extra@ the 
fragments of the bone with great facility ; 
under which we found the dura mater 
wounded, lacerated, and mortified, with a great 
quantity of extravafated fluids excefflively of- 
fenfive, and a fplinter of wood, about an inch 
long, and half an inch broad, that was forced 
through the coronal future, 

"Soon after removing the fragments of the 
feull, &c. drefling the wound in the ufual 
gentle manner, and applying eafy comprefs 
and bandage, he {poke fenfibly, anfwered many _ 
queftions rationally and pertinently, which he 
was not able to do before, and nourifhment 
now ftayed in his ftomach: but this fcene was 
foon changed ; about midnight he began to 
talk incoherently, foon after totally loft his 
fenfes, became lethargic again, and paralytic — 
on the oppofite fide, dying next day in ftrong 
convulfions. 

Immediately after his death, we examined 
the parts, and found the pza mater and brain | 
itfelf in a mortified ftate, as well as the dura 
mater. 
| Explanation 
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Explanation of PLA Te * ti: 


? 


Az A. A. A. Reprefent the fracture, and 
4 the neceflary perforations 
made in the {cull to fa- 
cilitate the extraction of 
the fragments. 
: B. B. B. B. B. B. Show the fragments fepa- 
rately, the darkened parts 
of them denoting the 
breaking off at the dip- 
loé, and the greater ex- 
tent of the internal than 
_ external furfaces of them. 


| C. The piece of wood that was 
Y 3 forced through the fcull 
at the coronal future. 


D. ‘The exact figure and dimen- 
fions of the breech-pin 
_of the gun mentioned in 


Cafe the Third. 


THE 
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THE UNFORTUNATE PRECEDING CASE AND THE FOL- 
LOWING, AFFORD COGENT ARGUMENTS FOR THE 
STRICTEST EXAMINATION AT FIRST, AND FOR 
PERFORMING THE OPERATION WITHOUT DELAY, 
AS IT IS NEITHER DIFFICULT NOR DANGEROUS IN 
ITS, OWN NATURE. 


HILST I was with a gentleman of 

great {kill and experience in his pro-~ 
feffion, in the month of 4pri/, 1758, upon» 
another occafion, an accident on the fame 
part of the head, and fimilar to the preceding 
in many circumftances, happened to a child 
about three years old, upon whom he per- 
formed the operation about two hours after, 
making four perforations in the direction de- 
{cribed in the laft mentioned cafe, with a view 
of obtaining a proper dependance for difcharge 
of the matter, which fhould always be par- 
ticularly attended to in this operation. After 
removing the loofe fragments of the fcull, 
leaving the dura mater, in all appearance, 
free fiom oppreflion, we applied to it a piece 
of fine linen cloth dipped into a foft vulnerary 
balfam, conveying over it a perforated leaden 
plate, exactly under the edge of the cranium ; 

I which, 
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which, in feveral inftances, I have found very 
beneficial both in fupplying the preffure of the 
loft bone, and allowing a ready exit to ex- 
travafated blood, colle¢ted between it and the 
membrane. | 

The child had a good night after the ope- 
ration, and was brifk and lively the next 
morning, nor had he any concomitants of an 
opprefied brain for the fpace of three weeks, 
when he fuddenly fell into convulfions, and 
died in a fhort time, to the furgeon’s reat 
furprife, who had not obferved the leaft. il 
appearance in the wound. Soon after the 
-patient’s death, he accurately infpected the 
head, and at a confiderable diftance from the 
perforations, another part of the {cull was 
found a little deprefied, with an extravafation 
of blood under it, whence proceeded the fatal 
_fymptoms. 


A CASE 
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A CASE IN WHICH, AFTER TREPANNING, THE DURA © 


MATER WAS SUCCESSFULLY OPENED, ON. ACeo 
COUNT OF A SEROUS EXTRAVASATION, 


AST year I was defired by Mr. Swift, a i 


furgeon of eminence in the city of Nor- — 


wich, where 1 then refided, to affift him in 


this operation, three days after the accident. 


Upon making a fufficient number of perfora- _ 


tions with the trephine, and removing a large 
depreffed piece of the right parietal bone, we 
found a confiderable quantity of a ferous or 


lymphatic fluid, collected under the dura : 
mater, which, by preffing with our fingers, | 
bubbled up through many {mall holes, made — 


by its violent detachment from the feull. 


We agreed upon opening this membrane more — 
than an inch, with a pair of fine {ciffars, for 


the free evacuation of this extravafated fluid, 


and the patient recovered, by the common ~ 
treatment, without any threatening fymptoms — 
fupervening ; and thofe which attended before. — 


the operation, vanifhed foon after. I have 


feen fome other inftances of the good effect of # 


s 


opening this membrane in extravafations*. 


* See a fimilar cafe in Vol. IIE 


Wh at : 
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What has been faid upon this fubje& of 
fractures of the fcull, &c. in the preceding 
volume, Part II; relating to the various ac- 
cidents happening to the head, may be re~ 
ferred to occafionally. | 
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OF AN ENORMOUS HYDROCEPHALUS INTERNUS) | 
ATTENDED WITH VERY SINGULAR CIRCUM= 
STANCES. 


» URING my abode in London the winter 
a _# of the year 1758, in my return from 
Bath, 1 frequently vifited the hofpitals, and 
fhall always retain a remembrance, and a 
grateful fenfe, of the civilities I received from 


my brethren prefiding in thofe {chools of 


furgery. | 
After having been one day at Guy’s hof- 

pital, by a kind invitation from Mr. Warner, 
upon an extraordinary occafion, he carried 7 
me to Bridewell, near F/eet-ffreet¢, to give me 
an opportunity of feeing the above-mentioned — 
wonderful cafe. The child was nine months 
old, and foon after his birth fome appearance ‘ 
of the difeafe was difcovered, but in all other y 
re{pects he feemed healthy. He took his i 
food very well, throve with it, and fhowed as 2 
much knowledge and vivacity as children of 4 
that age ufually do, till a few days before 7 
his death, as the woman who had the care ’ 
of him, and whom I interrogated in a par- ‘ 

ticular © 
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ticular manner, affured me, and that he then 
became fuddenly very dull and ftupid, taking 
no notice of any thing, and died in cons 
vulfions. 

The head méafured in circumference 29 
inches, and at a depending puncture made 
by Mr. Warner, at the back part; with a 
large trocar, he drew off fix pints and a half, 
beer-meafure, of a limpid fluid in a full | 
ftream, which had a remarkable tranfparency; 
and brightnefs like a ftream of quickfilver. 
This fluid did not appear of a lymphatic na- 
ture, by infpiflating with heat; I evaporated 
‘a fpoonful of it over a candle, and nothing 
remained but a very {mall portion of a terrene, 
taftelefs matter ; which experiment sutliciently 
proved it to be an aqueous fluid. 

_ This difeafe began in the ventricles of the 
Bein, and the fluid gradually increafing, dif= 
tended not only the membranes, but the brain 
itfelf, into a kind of bag; the whole thicknefs 
of which, including the {calp, did not exceed 
four or five doubles of brown paper, even 
Where fome bone was found, which indeed 
had {carce the folidity of cartilage. 


Cg Vefalius 
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Vefalius de Corporis humani Fabrica, lib. is 
cap. 5. pag. 16 et feq. relates a cafe of this 
nature in a child two years old. 

A fhort time before: the child’s death, a 
rafh and daring pretender to furgery, would 
have adventured to open the head; but had 
he been permitted to do fo, it is not the leaft 


to be doubted, for very obvious reafons, that | 
death would have immediately enfued fuch aq 


bold and injudicious attempt.* 

There is a {purious kind of Aydrocephalus, 
much of the nature of the /pina bifida, ap- 
pearing on the lower part of the occzput, like 


a bladder of water, underneath which there 


is a deficience of bone. Opening this tumour 
would, in all probability, be attended with 


the fame fatal confequences, as opening that | 


in the /pina bifida. 


* Door Hunter has in his pofleffion feveral heads 


that were fo difeafed, which he fhows in the courfe of his © 
leGtures, all which I alfo attentively examined myfelf, — 


feven in number from the age of eight months to thirteen _ 


years, according to my minutes, but I do not know we e 
have a hiftory of one equal in fize to this in a child fo 


young.—Ruych, in his Thefaurus Anatomicus, has a fur- 
prifing figure of one, in a fartus of fix or feven months. 
+ Many obfervators take notice of the /pina bifida, but 


more particularly Ruy/cth and Tulpius. Doctor Mackenzies 
a cele-§ 


a TS a Ye Sa 
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a celebrated teacher of midwifery in London, fhowed me 
fome years ago, among other curious things, a recent 
[pina bifida of a child of four months old, who died in~ 
-convulfions; and forne time before its death the lower 
extremities were become paralytic. When I vifited this 
ingenious gentleman, he had juft finifhed an accurate 


drawing of this cafe, 


C 3 | OF A 
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OF A SPINA BIFIDA, AND AN HYDROGEPHALUS IN= 


TERNUS, ATTENDED WITH SQME UNCOMMON 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


a. were defired to fee, by a refpeCtable fur- 
geon in the county of Suffolk, and give our 


opinions concerning the nature of, a {mall, . 


flattifh tumour of a {warthy complexion, upon 
the lower part of the lumbar region of his 
new-born child, in the centre of which there 
was a hole, from whence proceeded a little 


limpid, lymphatic fluid. Upon fri inquiry 


Wwe were informed, that the mother was not 
fenfible of having received any external inj ury 
during her pregnancy. We apprehended the 
cale to be a /pina bifida, confequently advifed 
only an eafy compre(s to be applied, moiftened 
in lime-water and brandy, with a gentle 
bandage. 


FN the year 1771, a phyfician and myfelf 


The infant died on the 3eth day after its — 


birth, in {trong convulfions, which began to 
affect him about ten days before, and the 
lower extremities became paralytic. Imme- 
diately after death, the parts were accurately 

exe 
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examined, and the above-mentioned opening 
‘was found to lead down to the fpinal marrow, 
‘through a hole in the bone, about the bignefs 
‘of a common pea.* | sb 
At the fame time this furgeon afked us to 
fee a poor perfon’s child, about three years 
and a half old, whofe head meafured 26 inches | 
‘jn circumference ; from the lower part of the 
os frontis to the lower part of the os occzpitis 
20 inches, and about the fame from ear to 
ear over the vertex. 
In this cafe we advifed nothing more than 
a kind of cap-bandage, to be applied very even 
‘ and moderately ftrait, with proper contrivances 
affixed to it, in order to prevent vacillation of 
the head on account of its weight. 
The mother, who had feveral other children 
very healthy, informed us that fhe obferved 
this child’s head to be bigger than ordinary, 
about a fortnight after it was born, but that 
it throve as well as her other children had 
done, feeming to have no other complaint, 
and never appeared ftupid or lethargic. 
On March the 16th, 1774, about twe 
years and a half after my firft fecing this child, 


* Vid, Obfervat. Practic. 36. Ruyfchii. 
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I had an opportunity of feeing her again, q 
In this {pace of time the circumference of q 
the head was increafed more than three inches, i | 
and in the other directions about two.—The q 
child at this time, according to the account ‘ 
of the mother, who appeared a fenfible, in- f 
telligent perfon, ate, drank, and flept well, ij 
and was in.a thriving condition; had its ‘ 
bowels in good order, was perfect in its fenfes — 
and intelle@ual faculties ; {poke articulately, ; 
played with her brothers and fifters as the | 
lay in the cradle, and fometimes fung with — 
them, but could not bear to be put into an j 
_ erect pofture, without breathing immediately — 
with fome difficulty, and foon becoming faint, — 
having her eyes affected with irregular mo- — 
tions and lofs of fight,—The poor womar — 
indulged my euriofity, though with fome — 
reluctance, in making this experiment, till 7 
the fymptoms were confiderably advanced in — 

the {pace of a minute or two, when the ~ 

| pulfe became almoft imperceptible ; then we — 
defifted, fearing worfe confequences, and upon qi 
being reftored to her ufual recumbent pofture, 4 
fhe foon recovered.———Children, in general, © 
are obferved to become ftupid and lethargic — 
in the courfe of this difeafe, an extraordinary 7 
2 3 inftance 4 
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inftance of which we find in Mon/. Saviard's 


obfervations.* 


* The following eminent authorities may be confulted 
upon this fubje&t. Van Swieten in Aphorifmos Boerhaavit 
§ 1217. The late Profefor Whytt in a tra& at the end 
of his works. Doétor Fothergil’s and Doctor Watfon’s 
Obfervations and Remarks, publifhed in the London Med. 
Obfervations and Inquiries, vol. 4. and Doctor Donald 
Monro’s, in the Med. Tranfactions of the College of Phy- 
ficians, vol. 3. The learned Wepfer, in bis Obfervationes 
Medico-Prathca de Affectibus Capitis, has many cafes of 
‘the hydrocephalus internus, attended with various appear- 
“ances and circumftances, which were differently treated 
to no purpofe; and fome were opened with fatal confe- 

quences. Formius fays, in a communication to Riverius, 
“that he cured a child, foon after it was born, of an dydro- 
cephalus, by the fole ufe of the capeline bandage, 
ftraitening it gradually every day, and that the tumour was 
entirely difperfed in fifteen or twenty days, which un- 
- doubtedly was an external dropfy of the fcalp, though not 
fpecified, and not an internal one in the brain. Vid. 
Prax. Med, Riverii inter Obfervationes communicatas, 


A CASE 
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A CASE .IN WHICH THE MUSCLES OF THE EYE-LIDS, 
AND OF THE GLOBE OF THE EYE, WERE AFFECTED 
IN A SINGULAR MANNER; THE GLOBE OF THE . 
EYE WAS IMMOVEABLY FIXED, THE UPPER EYE- 
LID COULD NOT BE RAISED, BY THE MUSCULAR 
POWER, IN THE LEAST DEGREE, AND WHEN LIFTED 
UP, THE PUPIL APPEARED MUCH DILATED, AND” 
THE PATIENT SAW OBJEGTS DOUBLE. % 


7 May 1760, I was defired, by a very 
H ingenious apothecary, to vifit a gentlemany 
in the city of Norwich, near 50 years of age, 
who had long been fubject to a leprous erup_ 3 
tion upon his arms, and had been about two 
months under his care, for this diforder of his 
eye, He had given Imm fome mercurial \ 
purges and antiparalytic remedies, under which — ; 
courfe the complaint rather increafed ; how- 4 


fulphur, to be taken | in {mall ioe ae oe al- i 
terative, every night, and a gentle purge va 


of antimony twice or ee day; valhiall it 
down with infu: paralytic. of Quincy, and bad 
his eye well fomented as often, with the fot.” 

Commune 
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commun. made with the addition of /zvender 
and rofemary, adding to the liquor a portion 
of /pirit. Mindereri. In about three weeks 
there appeared a vifible amendment, by his be- 
ginning to raife the eye-lid, and to move the 
globe a little: and by a regular perfeverance 
in this method, he was perfeétly cured in lefs 
than two months, of this very alarming come 
plaint; during which time the cutaneous 
eruption alfo vanifhed. He then took an élec- 
tuary compofed of the dark, valerian, and cin- 
‘nabar, and drank liberally of decod?. ignorum, 
wathing hiseye well morning and evenin g with 
cold water and a fpunge, for fome weeks ; after 
which he ufed a cold bath with advantage, 
and has had no return of either diforder, 

In the fame year, a clergyman about the 
fame age, but of a ftronger conttitution, fell 
under my care in a fimilar cafe in re{pect to 
the eye; and faid he ufed likewife to be af. 
flicted with {corbutic and nervous complaints. 
By the like treatment, and in about the fame 
fpace of time, he was alfo perfectly cured.— 
Having never met with the hiftory of fuch a 
cafe in any obfervator, nor feen the like be- 
fore nor fince, I apprehend they may be very 
rare, and more worthy notice on that account. 


A CASE 
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A CASE SHOWING THE SINGULAR GOOD EFFECT OP 
MERC. SUBLIMAT. CORROSIV. IN AN INVETERATE 
OPHTHALMY,. q 


D. of N. aged 53, a man of great | 

e temperance and fobriety, born of 4 
healthy parents, and who, in the former part | 
of his life, had enjoyed a good ftate of health, 4 
was feized in the beginning of Fanuary 1756, 
with a fever, attended with a violent pain in 4 
his head aud inflammation of his eyes, to a@ 
high degree, the tunica conjunctiva looking like q 
fleth ; and he was totally deprived of fight. @ 
The common treatment of inflammatory 
difeafes was regularly obferved, which removed — 
his fever, without affording any confiderable — 
benefit, in refpect to the ophthalmy. He told 
-me he had been let blood fifteen times, be- @ 
fides having had the temporal artery once | 
opened, and leeches often applied to his ] 
temples; that he had taken a great many me- 
dicines, and ufed various applications, none of | 
which means, he faid, gave him more than a) 
little temporary relief. | 


When| 
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When the difeafe, in all appearance, was 
‘become local, no more, than a flight pain of 
the head attending the inflammation of his 
eyes, he was put into a mercurial courfe, by 
the advice and dire@tion of an eminent Phy- 
fician, and took about thirty {mall dofes of 
‘merc. dulc. rabbed with fu/phur, interpofing a - 
lenient. purge at due intervals, in order to pre~ 
veht a ptyalifn, obferving a very exact regi- 
men all the while; but this method, though 
it was evidently of fome fervice, yet did not 
cure him, 

Some months after this mercurial courfe, 
he was admitted into Mr. Fedlowes’s Infir- 
mary *, his eyes being in as bad a condition as 
ever, unable to diftinguifh any object, or to 
bear the light without great pain. Though 
powerful and regular methods had not an- 
fwered the end, yet rather than abandon the 
poor unhappy man to defpair, I propofed to 
the confideration of the phyfician, whom I 

have mentioned on this occafion, the trial of 
the mercurial folution, as directed in the Loz- 
don Medical Obfervatiens and Inquiries, which 
he very readily approved. 


* At Shottifham in Norfolk, which I had the care of | 
then and afterwards, as long as my health permitted. 
ftg 
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After letting the'patient blood, and giving q 
him a gentle purge, I began with merc. fub= — 
limat. corrofiv. gt. + diffolved in 3 fs of brandy, 4 
and ordered this dofe of the folution to be — 
teken morning and evening, mixed with a j 
quarter of a pint of barley water, directing 4 
him to live upon a cooling diet, and to drink 
barley water with milk, and fuch kind of li- 
quors very plentifully. The firft dofe made — 
him a little fick and giddy, in about ten mi- © 
nutes he grew hot, and foon after fell into a — 
moderate fweat, which continued fome hours ; — 
the next dofe had the fame effects. When — 
he had taken a few dofes of this medicine, it — 
neither made him fick nor giddy; but then, 7 
befides heating and {weating him, it increafed 
the fecretion of urine, and generally gave him 
a ftool or two extraordinary in twenty-four : 
hours. | 

In five or fix days he found his eyes eafier, 
without being fo much clofed as ufual with 
gummous matter in the night; and I ob- 
ferved they were very evidently lefs inflamed. 
About this time he had an univerfal itching, 
attended with little eruptions upon the kin, 


‘but thefe fymptoms were of fhort duration. 
, When 
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When he had taken the medicine ten days, 
as it neither made. his mouth fore, nor pro- 
duced any fymptoms to forbid the continu- 
ance of it, I increafed the dofe to half as — 
much more ;' and, a few days after, doubled 
the firft quantity, which caufed fome pain 
with throbbing of his head; but it foon 
went off, and the following dofes did not 
affect him more fenfibly than the {maller had 
done. 
' In lefs than a month the patient appeared 
perfectly cured; he declared that he had no 
manner of uneafinefs of his eyes or head, and 
found himéelf well as to his health, in all 
refpects. The phyfician, whom I advifed 
with concerning the ufe of this medicine, and 
a very judicious furgeon, examined. his eyes 
with me, and could not difcover the leaft ap~ 
pearance of. inflammation ; however, I kept 
him a little longer in this courfe. 
_ During theexquifite painand fenfibility, I or. 
dered the eyes to be very frequently well wathed 
with emulf. commun. and julep. e camphora 
p. @. moderately warm, with a piece of the 
fineft fpunge; and with warm milk and wa. 
ter in a morning, to clear them from the 
gumminefs contracted in the night, ufing the 
| | ~ safolloyee- 
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following collyrium afterwards, when the eye 
were in a condition to bear it. : 
R Fulep. e camphora 3 vit 

Aq. rofarum Ziv 

Spirit. Mindereri 3 ij ms 

& per chartam filts 
To this I alfo added, occafionally, a few grains 
of facchar. faturni vel vitriol. alb. m. in order 
to ftrengthen the relaxed veffels, &c. 

What feems to us moft obfervable in this 
cafe, is the effect of the merc. fublimat. cor~ 
vof. after regularly perfevering in the ule of 
the merc: dulc. to little or no purpofe. We 
were inclined to try the power of this medi- 
cine, in fome hopes of finding its efficacy not 
peculiarly confined to the correction of the 
venereal virus ; on which account it has been 
found fingularly efficacious, as has been fuf- 
ficiently experienced, when continued a due 
time ; and its fudden good effect, in this cafe, 
was a circumftance that greatly as well as 
agreeably furprifed us, giving us better reafon 
to hope it may prove of more general ufe; in 
fome other obftinate obftructions in the va/a 
minima, when other mercurials fail *. 


A thade 


* Mr. Saiathill, a gentleman of a very amiable and 
communicative difpofition, te whom I am much obliged 
for 
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A fhade made with ftiff paper, covered with 
green filk, fhould be conftantly worn, to defend 
inflamed eyes againft the rays of light making 
too {trong an impreffion upon them; and no 
bandage to keep the lids clofe together fhould 
be ufed; as confining the tears, &c. will add 
to the diforder, by making any fluids therein 
contained more acrid and irritating; for the 
fame reafon frequent wafhing with proper col 
lyria, that do not excite pain, prove very be- 
neficial ; and when the eyes are exquifitely 
fenfible of pain in inflammations, the patient’s 


room {fhould be darkened. 


for his friendfhip in many inftances, told me fome years 
ago, that when he was a young man, Mr. Herrenden, then 


_ an old and eminent practitioner in London, affured him he 


had, throughout the courfe of his practice, frequently 
ufed a folution of merc. fublim. corrofiv. with very good 


effect in venereal complaints; and that he himfelf had 


alfo done the fame, it is therefore not to be confidered 
‘aS anew medicine in that difeafe, 


Vou. II. D ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER CASH, IN WHICH MERC. SUBLIM. CORROSIVs 
REMARKABLY SUCCEEDED, AFTER THE USE OF 
MERC. DULG. IN AN OPACITY OF THE EYE. 


YOUNG gentleman who was born 

blind of one eye, had the other begin 
to srow defective, without any vifible caufe, 
at feventeen years of age; and notwithftand~ 
ing the care and attention of an able furgeon, 
who, with the reft of his treatment, purged 
him with merc. dulcis, he foon loft his fight to 
_ fuch a degree as not to be able to diftinguifh 
objects. At this time I was confulted, and ¥ 
we obferved the eye had loft its luftre, at-_ if 
tended with a great dilatation of the pupil ; | 
but we could not precifely determine what ~ 
parts of the eye were affected, nor give a {pe- 7 
cific name to the difeafe from its appearances, | 
yet were apt to think the very fine mem- 
branes, enveloping the cryftalline and vitreous ~ 
humours, might be rendered opaque. 

We agreed to put a feton into his neck, 
and to give the mercurial folution, as directed ~ 
in the preceding cafe; In a few weeks he 4 
was evidently better, in all refpects; and in 

about © 


iN SURGERY. 53 
about two months his fight was perfectly re- 
ftored, and his eye recovered its priftine luftre 


and appearance. It is now more than two 
years fince, and he has had no relapfe. 


See Baron Van Swieten’s letter te Dr. Silvefer, in the 
2d volume of the London Medical Obfervations and In- 
quiries, written in the year 1758, concerning the ufe 
of corrofive fublimates in the cure of opacity of the 
eyes; 
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OF AN UNCOMMON PERIODICAL BLINDNESS, AND A 
NYCTALOPIA. 


‘A&A WOMAN agéd twenty-one, healthy in 
A all other refpects, and very regular in 
her menfirual returns, had a flight inflam- 
mation upon the edges of her right eye-lids, 
which was foon removed by bleeding, gentle 
purging, and common applications : after 
this, the fight of that eye, without any dif- 
order upon the other, went away for the {pace 
of an hour or two, or more, every day, at. 
no determinate time ; but in about a year fhe 
became totally blind of it, and a great en- 
largement of the diameter of the pupil re- 
mained. No uneafinefs attended the eye, ex- 
cept that about five minutes before the going 
away and return of fight, fhe complained of — 
a very acute pain in it; which circumftance | 
‘was invariable: the return of fight, was not. | 
gradual, but with a fudden flath of light, | 
upon which fhe was able to read inftantly in — 
a book of a common print, with the other | 


eye fhut. 


After 
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After the total lofs of this eye, the other 
remained perfectly well about three months, 
when it began to be affected in the fame 
manner as the other had been. T'wo months 
after, which was on May the 29th, 1764, 
when I firft faw her, fhe gave me the pre-~ 
ceding relation: fhe is a woman of veracity, 
and a very intelligent perfon confirmed what 
fhe faid. At this time the was generally blind 
fix or eight hours in the twenty-four; in a 
few weeks the blindnefs increafed to twelve, her 
fight departing about eight or nine at night, 
and returning near the fame hour in the morn- 
ing; this was the courfe of the diforder, with 
little variation, 

Venefection, opening the temporal. artery, 
veficatories applied behind her ears, a feton 
in her: neck, purging with merc. dulce. with 
the obfervance of an exact regimen had no 
effect. When the returns of the diforder be- 
came regularly periodical, the bark was alfo 
tried, and afterwards cold immerfion, but to 
no better purpofe. 

The mercurial folution feemed to have fome 
good effe& in this fingular cafe ; during the 
ufe of it, the fight returned, though for a 
few ways only, to the eye which had been long 

Un 2 | blind, 
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blind, and the periodical returns of the dif- 
eafe kept entirely off about fix weeks, which 
we afcribed to this medicine, no other means 
being made ufe of at the fame time. It was 
left off on account of its difagreeing with her 
ftomach, and the diforder foon returned ; had 
it been longer and regularly perfevered in, per- 
haps it might have effected a perfect cure: 
however, in length of time, without taking 
any other medicines, the difeafe gradually 
went off; and fhe now fees very well with 
one eye, without having once loft the fight of 
it for fome months. _ 

When fhe loft her fight, I could difcover 
no defect in her eye, only a dilatation of the 
pupil, as we obferye in a gutta’ ferena, 
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@F A DISORDER IN THE LACHRYMAL SAC, OF MANY 
YEARS STANDING, IN A SCROPHULOUS HABIT. 


OME years ago, a young lady was fent 
to me out of the country, when I dwelt 
at Norwich, with a tumour at the corner of 
her eye, upon the /achrymal fac, in an inflamed 
ftate, ready to burft, and, by preffure, purulent 
matter appeared through the punéfa lachry- 
maha; and under thefe circumftances it was 
agreed in confultation to open it diredly. 
The operation was performed in the common 
manner, beginning the incifion juft beneath 
what is called the tendon of the orbicular 
mufcle ; and after amply dividing the /ac, I for- 
tunately difcovered the nafal dud, with a very 
fine probe, without any difficulty, and imme- 
dately introduced, as eafily, a piece of bougie 
I had provided for that purpofe. By this 
means the natural opening for the paflage of 
the tears afterwards, was effectually preferved 
during the cure of the wound, which was 
completed in about a month, with no more 
blemifh than the appearance of a {mall fmooth 
cicatrice: the tears alfo readily found their 

D 4 courte 


56 CASES AND REMARKS 


courfe through the puncla lachrymaha and 
ducts, fo that not the leaft portion of them 
tan down the cheek ; and fhe remains per- 
fectly well, due regatd having been paid to 
the original caufe. : 

Had not the bougie anfwered the end to 
my wifh, in keeping open the na/al du, I 
fhould have drawn a feton through the nof- 
tril. Towards the conclufion of the cure, 
-and when the wound is quite healed after this 
_operation,. gentle preffure by the fimple ma- 
chine, reprefented in Plate III. which any 
common workman is capable of making, may 
prove beneficial ; and in fome cafes its timely 
ufe may render the operation needlefs, by pre- 
venting further diftention of the /ac, and re- 
ftoring its tonic power or. elafticity, in cafe 
the fluid in it is not become at all purulent, 
and the ducis remain open. It will be proper 


to ule fome aftringent lotion at the fame time ; _ 
taking particular care to have the machine well 
adapted to the part, and that it be conftantly 


worn a due time.. It fhould alfo be remem- 
_bered, whenever it happens that the machine 
has been off any confiderable time, to prefs 
the fiuid well out of the /ac with the finger, 
before the application of it again, How- 

2 ever, 
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ever, this is a difeafe which demands the fur- 


geon’s nice attention in the different flages, 
as we may be well informed by Mr, Pos?’s 


 Treatife on this fubject *. 


I think this machine, made of. well-tem- 
pered iron, of fuch fubftance as will admit 
of bending eafily with pliers, if not with the 


fingers alone, to adapt it exactly to the part, 


is preferable to that which has a {crew affixed 
to the pad, and not fo apt to flip from its 
place. It is to be covered with velvet or filk: 
the pad, formed of due dimenfions and pro- 
minence, fhould be ftuffed with cotton for the 


greater eafe, and covered with oiled leather ; 


but after all it will be proper to defend the 
part full farther againft chafing, by a bit of. 
common plafter, renewed as often as it grows 
mine and hard. The .end of. the ribband, 
which pafles over the top of the head, is to 
be confined under a knot made with the other 


* Profeflor Monro’s Eflay upon this fubject, in the 
3d Vol. of the Medical Eflays; and alfo feveral publifhed 
in the 2d Vol. of the Mem, of the Royal Acad. of Sur- 
gery, deferve reading with particular confideration. - 

Voyez maniere nouvelle d’employer le feton, pour le 


traitement des voyes lachrymales par Adon/. Pouteau, en 


fdélanges de Ubirurgie. 
ribbands | 
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ribbands behind it, and then refleéted and 
pinned upon itfelf. In fixing the machine to 
give the pada proper degree of preffure and eafy 
regular bearing, the utmoit care is required; for 
upon thefe circumftances abfolutely depends 
jts fuccefs *, 


* I have fince this had two fuch cafes come under my 
fare in fcrophulous habits, where the /achrymal fac was 
much diftended with the fluid, that paffed out upon pref- 
fure at the punéta lachrymalia, which was curdled, having 
fomewhat of a purulent appearance, In each of thefe 
cafes, after the ufe of fuch internals as are commonly 
prefcribed in ftrumous complaints, the obftruction in the 
nafal duét was accidentally opened by forcibly blowing the 
nofe, through which the /ac was emptied of its {tagnant 
fluid, and the cure then effected by gentle preffure, as 
has been defcribed, in order to aflift nature in recovering 
its elaftic power, 
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OF DANGEROUS HEMORRHAGES AT THE NOSE, RB 
STRAINED BY A METHOD NOT GENERALLY PRAC} 
TISED, WHEN OTHER ATTEMPTS HAD FAILED. 


WAS called three times, in one hot 
= fummer, to perfons in hemorrhages from 
both noftrils at once; by the long conti- 
nuance and profufenefs of which their lives 
were evidently brought into imminent dan- 
ger, notwithiftanding the various applications, 
and other proper treatment of good furgeons 
to fupprefs the bleedings. In thefe alarming 
cafes, as it could not be precifely deters 
mined from what part of the noftrils the blood 
flowed with fuch impetuofity, tents made 
with pieces of bougie, having long lint 
wound round them, after being jagged to 
prevent its flipping off, then moiftened in 
the white of an ege beaten, and rolled in fine 
flour mixed with about ~ of powder of Ro- 
man vitriol, were gently thruft into the wholg 
extent of thofe paflages, to the pofterior nof- 
trils; and there left for fome days, till the 
moifture of the parts loofened them enough 
to be extracted without force. 


The 
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‘The noftrils were kept pretty ftrongly pref. 
fed together at firft for fome hours, with the 
fingers and thumb, upon a comprefs dipped 
in cold vinegar, and renewed as often as it 
grew warm. Before the introduction of the 
tents, bougies were paffed quite through to 
open the canals, and direct the length and 
curvature requilite to be given'them. By at- 
tending to thefe circumftance they were in- 
troduced with very little difficulty or pain to 
the patients, who were then ordered to gargle 
their mouths and throats frequently with red 
Wine and water, as long as thould be found 
neceilary, to remove ches inconvenience arifing 
from the folution of the vitriol falling into 
‘the throat from the pofterior noftrils ; and 
the tents were kept fecurely in the parts by a 
comprefs and proper bandage under the nofe. 
The patients were kept very quiet in all re- 


fpects, and all due regard paid to diet, &c.* 


* I have found fuch kind of treatment of great ufe 
after extracting polyp: out of the noftrils. Early in the 
lait century, Glandorpius, a pra‘titioner of great emi- 

ence at Brenwn, wrote a learned treatife upon polyp7, 

e Mr. Poti’s judicious remarks upon this difeafe in the 
i. in his Chirurgical Obfervations, 
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A REMARKABLE CASE OF MATTER “LONG RETAINED 


IN THE ANTRUM HIGHMORIANUM, OR MAXILLARY 
SINUS. 


September the tft, 1759+ 
A REPUTABLE tradefman, in the for- 


| tieth year of his age, who had always 
lived a regular, temperate life, but had not 


a good conftitution originally, and had long 


_ been fubject to a variety of complaints, afked 


my opinion concerning a tumour upon his 
cheek, of about three years ftanding, which 
had been attended for a confiderable time with 
a frequent difcharge of purulent matter, not 
only through one, but both noftrils; the 
feptum narium being eroded. ‘The whole fide 
of his face was alfo affected at times with 
acute pain extending to the head, and the eye 
was often thrown into fpafms to a great de- 
gree, which rendered him unfit for bufinefs, 
and his life very uncomfortable. 

The furgeons whom he had confulted, in 
the town where he dwelt, were unacquainted 
with his difeafe. Being a very intelligent, 
apprehenfive man, I endeavoured to make 

him 
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him fenfible of the nature of his complaint; 
and fhowéd him the neceflity of having a 
tooth extracted, correfponding with the fuus, 
and then to have a perforation made into it, 
in order to obtain a free difcharge of the mat- 
ter, at this depending point, and give oppor- 
tunity for dreffing,; and making fch appli- 
cations to the affected parts, as they thould 
require? however, when he returned home, 
and delivered my opinion to the furgeons, they 
did not acquiefce in it, but advifed other mea- 
fures; which could not fucceed. 

Two years after; he applied to me again, 
*n a much worfe ftate than when I firtt faw 


him; moft earneftly entreating me to take the 


eare of him. Confidering all circumftances, 
I refufed being concerned without a confulta= 
tion ; after which, in the prefence of an able 
furgeon; I extracted two teeth, in order to 
make an ample opening into the /fus ; upon 
doing which with a {mall chifel, firft making 
two perforations with a large awl, a great 
quantity’ of pus, intolerably fetid, was dif- 
charged, and the violent pain of his face, and 

the {pafms of his eye; immediately ceafed. 
The membrane which lines this cavity 
was deftroyed, and the bone carious in many 
places, 
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places, in confequence of the long detention 
of the matter; but in length of time he was 
cured, by injections of ag. calcis, tind. 
myrrbce & mel rofac, with fuch kind of appli- 
cations, after having many exfoliations, and 
enjoys a better ftate of health than he did be- 
fore this diforder. As he was of a lax and 
hectical habit, the bark, elix. vitriol. afs’s | 
milk, and exercife on horfeback, long perfes 
vered in, proved very beneficial. 


I have been concerned in fix cafes; befides this, where 
matter was formed in the maxillary finusy in confequence 
of inflammation, attended with great pain, all which were 
cured by fuch kind of treatment as has been mentioned 3 
but the matter was not difcharged by the nofe, through 
the communication with that cavity, nor was the bone fo 
affected; in any of the other as in this, they being of 
fhort duration before the openings were made. See 
Monre’s Ofteology, concerning the communication bes 
tween the maxillary finus and the nofe. Alfo fee a cafe 
attended with fingular circumftances in Vol; I 
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A PERSON. RESTORED TO SIGHT FROM ALMOST 
TOTAL BLINDNESS OF BOTH EYES, BY THE USE OF 
THE SOLUTION OF MERC. SUBLIMAT, CORROSIV. 


7 se TER thefe papers were fent to the 
prefs, a.furgeon at Halefworth in Sufa 

folk brought to me, at Door D’Uréban’s, a 
gardener, who fome time before had received 
_a violent blow with a man’s fift upon his right 
eye, which caufed fuch an opacity of it, as 
excluded the rays of light: and what added, 
in the higheft degree, to this poor man’s ca~ 
~ lamity, whofe labour was necefiary for the 
fupport of his family, was, his having alfo 
Toft all ufeful fight of his other eye, a great 
many years, by the like accident, as he in- 
formed us, notwithftanding the utmoft care of 

a good furgeon to prevent it: 

In the prefent cafe other proper. means 
having alfo proved ineffectual, I ftrongly re- 
commended the trial. of the mercurial folu- 
tion, from the extraordinary efficacy I had 
obferved of it; but did not the Jeatt expect it 
would have any effect upon the old cafe: 
however, in a few weeks he began to be more 

fenfible 
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fenfible of impreffions from luminous bodies 
in that as well. as in the other eye; and after 
a regular perfeverance in the ufe of the me- 
dicine about two months, he was reftored 
to fuch a degree of fight as to enable him 
to write legibly and to pick up pins thrown 
upon the floor, which proofs he gave us; 
but what aftonifhed us moft of all, he pofi- 
tively declared, that he could fee better with 
that eye of which he had been long blind 
than with the other. 

There {till remain partial opacities in both 
eyes, and the vifual rays not entering in their 
true direction, nor being properly refracted, 
vifion is indiftinét and imperfect. He {fees 
objects to the greateft advantage when he 
looks down upon them. 

During the ufe of the medicine he was let 
blood now and then, lived upon a cool diet, 
had his body kept open, and drank proper 
diluents very liberally ; a feton was alfo drawn 
into his neck; from which I have often 
{een very good effect in inflammations of the 
eyes.*. 

Von. 1); E 


* T have feen fingular good effects from giving a me- 
dicine of this nature, in very fmall dofes as an alterative, 
; in 
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in other as well as in thefe and venereal cafes, by conti< 
nuing it a long while, where I have had reafon to believe 
the caufe of the difeafe was an obftru€tion of the mi- 
nuteft order of veflels; preparing the medicine in fuch a 
manner as to be given by drops, in fome appropriate ves 
hicle agreeable to the ftomach, obferving the fame gene- 
ral rules that have been mentioned during the courfe, 
From my own experience I am convinced, the moft 
proper time of taking this medicine in fuch cafes, is at 
the patient’s going to bed; it generally raifes a gentle diae 


phorefis. 
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A GLANDULAR TUMOUR EXTIRPATED SUCCESSFULLY, 
WHICH HAD BEEN GROWING MORE THAN TWENTY 
YEARS TO THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF FOURTEEN 
INCHES, EXTENDING FROM THE ROOT OF THE EAR 
UNTO THE CHEEK, AND FAR DOWN THE NECK, 


3 the beginning of Sune, 1757, Mrs. B. 

of A. about forty-five years of age, and 
healthy in all other refpects, firft afked my 
advice in this cafe; afterwards, in a conful- 
tation of a phyfician and four furgeons be- 
fides myfelf, it was unanimoufly agreed, from 
the threatening afpect of the tumour, that the 
operation was advifable, without any farther 
delay, though the feafon was unfavourable, 
on account of the exceflive heat of the wea- 
ther. 

Thefe gentlemen attended the operation, 
july the 11th. The tumour required to be 
diffected off with great caution, to avoid the 
fubjacent blood-vefiels: not one of which 
was opened of any dangerous confequence, 
nor did the divifion of the //ival dué prove 

any obftacle to the healing of the wound, by 
the ufual treatment. 
i 2 We 
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We examined the tumour after it was ex= 
tirpated : the glandular fubftance of it was in 
a fcirrhous ftate, and in the fuperior part, 
immediately under the fkin, which was of a 
dufky red colour, and ready to burft, we found 
about a quarter of a pint of a blackith, oily 
fluid, where we had obferved a fluctuation 
before the operation. 


Jt may not be amifs to obferve, that when we may 


reafonably fuppofe we have effeciually ftopped the he= © 


morrhage, by ligatures or otherwife, after any operation, 
wherein many confiderable blood-veflels muft unavoid- 
ably be divided, it will even theri’ be prudent to wait a 
little while, and, fhould the patient grow faint, till the 
pulfe rifes, before we finifh the dreffing of the wound; 
left any retracted veffel, which may have efcaped our 
notice, fhould bleed foon after. This accident. has often 
happened through hafte and inattention; and whenever 
it does fo happen, it will occafion the more trouble, be- 
fides alarming the patient and by-ftanders, to our pre- 
judice. | 

Since I was obliged to retire from bufinefs, on account 
of my valetudinary flate, Mr. Garneys, a furgeon of cha~ 
racter at Yoxford in Suffolk, brought a patient to me at 
Ffalefworth, after thefe theets were fent to the prefs, in a 
fimilar cafe, and about the fame ftanding as the preced- 
ing, only the tumour was not quite fo large. I advifed 
excilion in this cafe, as the only expedient, and the ope- 
ration {ucceeded as happily. 
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AN EXOSTOSIS OF THE LOWER JAW-BONE OF AN 
ENORMOUS SIZE. 


WOMAN between two and three and 
twenty years of age, who had been fers 
vant to the laft mentioned patient, came to 
afk my opinion concerning this extraordinary 
{welling, after having been more than a year 
in the hands of an ignorant and impudent 
pretender, who, by promifing a cure, had - 
gotten all the money fhe had. . The bone was 
enlarged in its whole fubftance uniformly 
from the angle to the chin, very prominent, 
and meafured fifteen inches in circumference 
from thofe points. Notwithftanding its fize 
it occafioned very little impediment in the 
motion of the jaw, but maftication of her 
food was wholly performed on the oppofite 
fide. Her complexion denoted high health, 
and fhe was very {trong and vigorous, with- 
out any other complaint whatever; nor was 
the tumour painful, which had been growing | 
to this magnitude between two and three 
_ years. There had been no manifeft increafe 
of it, for fome months before fhe came to 
E 3 Me 5 
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me; fhe was not fenfible of having ever re- 
ceived any external injury ; and when I faw 
her fome years after, I difcovered no altera- 
tion in it, nor in her general health. 

Two years ago I was confulted by a gen- 
tleman, who was pretty far advanced in years, 
and had for fome time complained of pain upon 
his left temple, ear, and adjacent parts, which 
was now increafed to fuch a degree as to re- 
quire the conftant ufe of opiates, in large 
dofes, to afiuage it. In this cafe, wherein 
we found the whole os temporis confiderably 
{welled, we thought it moft expedient in our 
coniultation, to advife only a palliative me- 
thod. The patient not long after fell into a 
delirium and died in {trong convulfions. Leave 
could not be obtained to open his head after 
| death, to infpect the ftate of the brain, &c. * 


* See Monf. Peti’s ‘Traité des Maladies des Os, 
Chap. xvi. de l’Exoftofe & de la Carie. . 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY CARIES OF THE LOWER 
JAW-BONE: 


OME years ago I was fent for toa lady 

J about fixty years of age, who, in a fever 
accompanied with a violent fit of the tooth- 
ach, had a carious tooth extracted; in con- 
fequence of which, very great inflammation 
and {welling feifed the whole fide of her face, 
and terminated in an abfcefs. When I was. 
called to her about fix weeks after, upon pafs- 
itig a probe into the focket whence the tooth 
was extracted, it went quite through the 
bone, without any refiftance, to the {kin be~ 
low. In that depending part an incifion was 
made of a fuitable length to lay the fuperior 
part dry, by giving a free exit to the matter, 
which was very fetid and acrid; then the 
gum on the infide was feparated from the 
carious bone, and the loofe teeth removed. 
By drefling the parts according to the general 
tules of furgery, nature caft off in about two 
months, as much of the whole fubftance of 
the bone at once as contained five teeth, mak- 
ing good the lofs with an offeous fubftance, 
which afterwards became fo firm that fhe 
could chew upon it. 
E 4 A SPE- 
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A SPECIES OF TUMOUR CALLED BY THE COMMON 
PEOPLE THE MUMPS. 


ARLY in the {pring after the hard win- 

ter in 1739, the fevereft in the memory 

of man, this difeafe appeared, which I had 
never {een nor read any defeription of. 

It began with a flight fever; the face and 


throat {welled foon after, looking of a little | 


deeper colour than a damafk-rofe; but the 
tumour feldom extended fo far as the eyes. 
It was chiefly external; and fometimes, in a 
few days, it increafed to fuch a prodigious 
fize, as to obliterate the features, and put the 
patient out of knowledge of his moft inti- 


mate acquaintance: yet that quick and extra- 


ordinary diftention of the parts was, in gene- 
ral, attended with but little pain. 

The difeafe was chiefly among children, 
and young perfons of the poorer fort. The 
general antiphlogiiic method f{ucceeded very 
well. It was rarely mortal, and feldom ter- 
minated in an abfcefs; but when that hap- 
pened, it healed kindly by the common treat« 
ment. 


In 
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In five or fix cafes wherein I was concerned, 
the tumour in the face, &c. fubfided in three 
or four days, and the peccant matter was 
from thence immediately tranflated to the tef- 
ticles ; but this circumftance required no altera- 
tion in the general method of cure. 

In fome, a thicknefs and hardnefs remained 
upon the parotid and maxillary glands, after 
they were well in every other refpect ; which 
I found readily yielded to {mall dofes of merc. 
dulce. with gentle purging at proper intervals, 
keeping the affecied parts moderately warm, 
and the patient to a fuitable regimen, during 
the mercurial courfe; and fometimes I ufed 
a mild mercurial ointment. 

This difeafe continued rife all the fummer 
feafon, which was remarkably cold, dry, and 
unfruitful, and did not intirely difappear till 
autumn 1741. 


The fummer after the difappearance of this difeafe, the 
malignant fore throat, which has lately been accurately 
defcribed by three very learned phyficians, as it was by 
Aretoeus, two thoufand years ago, firft appeared in this 
kingdom, and continued more than ten years before its 
total difappearance, in that part of it whereI then dwelt, 
about ten miles from the city of Norwich; but it was not 
equally violent during the whole of that time, it raged 
and was moft mortal inthe years 1745 and 1740. I attended 

; a great 
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a great number in it, and, from what I ebferved, there 
appeared fome analogy between this difeafe and that 
among the horned cattle; which began, in this ifland, in - 
the year.1715, continuing more than forty years. Bone 
tus, taking notice of fuch a difeafe in the throat, fays it 
was preceded by a plague among that fpecies of cattle; 
the pathognomonic of which alfoappeared inthe throat. The 
celebrated Monfieur Le Cat, DoGtor of Phyfic and Sur- 
gery at Rowen, has alfo written upon this fubject. 

See more upon this difeafe in Vol. III. 
_ John Bradftreet, a very experienced and judicious cow- 
leech, a man of veracity, and far fuperior in judgment 
and underftanding to the generality of his profeffion, af- 
fured me he was an eye-witnefs of this difeafe among the 
horned cattle in the year 1715, and particularly obferved 
the fymptoms in many dairies about London, which he 
related to me; and that feveral of the cow-keepers loft 
almoft their whole ftock of cattle. He called it the mur- 
rain, which fignifies plague in cattle. 


A GLANe- 
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- A GLANDULAR TUMOUR, SITUATED UNDER THE EAR 


UPON THE ARTICULATION OF THE JAWS, SUCCESS-~ 
FULLY EXTIRPATED. 


June the iff, 1755. | 
M R. J. B. of O. aged about thirty, a gen~ 


tleman of a lively temper, but not of a 
good conftitution, had this tumour gradually 
growing three or four years, from a very {mall 
beginning, to a confiderable fize; and its in- 


-creafing exceedingly in the laft ten or twelve 


months, affected his mind very much, making 
him more than ordinarily anxious about the re- 
moval of it. wt 

We were of opinion in confultation, that 
the operation was practicable ; and after the pa-~ 


tient was duly prepared, I performed it, with 
_ greater eafe to him and lefs trouble to myfelf, 


than I expected; for, upon removing an oval 
piece of the teguments, and laying the glandu- 
Jar fubftance in view, I found it fo difengaged 
from the circumjacent parts, that I turned it 
out with my finger, having very little farther 

ufe for the knife. 
The wound difcharged, during the cure, a 
great quantity of faliva, efpecially upon matti- 
cation, 
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cation, which was avoided as much as poflible, 
by the nature of the food he was allowed. 

When the wound was contracted into a nar- 
row compafs, I directed a ftrong elaftic fteel 
machine, refembling that contrivance which is 
made ufe of to keep the wig clofe to the ears, 
with a foft pad to prefs upon the aperture of the 
falival duct, and: reft upon the oppofite temple; 
by which means, and drefling but feldom, with 
lint moiftened in a/coho/, and a common platter, 
it was foon perfectly healed. 

The machine, as defcribed in plate 4, fig 1. 
was kept in its proper pofition, with a ribband 
paffing behind the head, from one branch of it 
to the other, and another ribband affixed to that 
behind the head, in the middle, and to the ma- 
chine on the top of the head. 


A V10-= 
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A VIOLENT EXTENSION AND CONTUSION UPON THE 
MUSCLES OF THE NECK, ATTENDED WITH UNCOM- 
MON CONSEQUENCES. 


May the 3d, 1755+ 
Mi HE daughter of H. L. of S. was thrown 
backward off a horfe, and received an ex- 
tenfion and contufion upon the mufcles ferving 
to draw the head backwards. When fhe was 
brought to me, her chin was fallen upon her 
breaft ; and from the friction by an involuntary 
and conftant vibrating motion, the {kin was 
fretted off both thefe parts; which, with the 
pain fhe fuffered upon the pofterior part of her 
neck, made her life very uncomfortable. 
Various applications and bandages had been 
_ tried for two years, to no purpofe. I gave di- 
rections for making the machine in plate 4, 
fig. 2. by the ufe of which alone, the relaxed 
parts recovered their tone and aétion, and fhe 
was perfectly cured in fix months. By the 
fame contrivance I have fince cured a fimilar 
cafe of a year’s ftanding, only the ofcillation of 
the head was not fo much. 
A machine of this kind, with a branch to 
pafs up on each fide of the head, may prove 
I ufeful 
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ufeful to keep the head and neck in their true 
direction, after the operation for the wry-neck ; 
and, perhaps, anfwer the end better than the 
technical bandage ufed on that occafion ; but 
I cannot recommend it with certainty, having 
never had an opportunity of experiencing its 
ufe in that cafe: yet, in feveral inftances, where 
there has been fuch an effect produced by rigi- 
dity or debility of the mufcles, and the opera~ 
tion impracticable, I have found it very bene- 
ficial; particularly in one, where the diforder 
proceeded from a diftortion of the cervical ver- 
tebre,' with a great thicknefs of the mufcles, in 
confequence of a fever. I was confulted in 
this cafe, when the furgeons concerned had 
determined to divide the /fernomaffoid mutcle, 
which appeared to me not the leaft affected; 
but convincing them of their miftake, the per- 
formance of an operation was prevented, that 
muft have proved very injurious, 

In this cafe I directed the machine to be fo 
conftructed, that the patient received neceflary 
fupport from it, with liberty of moving the 
head in proper directions, which motions I ear- 
neftly advifed fhould be frequently performed, 
and that a fmall quantity of the following li- 
niment fhould be well rubbed into the rigid 

parts 
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parts twice a day with a warm hand, keeping 
them warm with flannel: and this method was 
attended with fuch good effect, that in about 
fix months the diforder was fcarce perceivable, 


R. Medull. rec. &9 moll, crur. bovin. are 
Unguent, cerul. mit. § fs. 
Spirit. fal. ammon. 3 7. 
Ol, ex pedib. bovin, rec. extrad. q. 5. 
js liniment. relaxans, 


Piave alfo cured a fimilar cafe very lately by 


the fame method, after various other means 
had been ufed to no purpofe, 


PLATE 
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PLATE 4, Pre. 2. 


a.a. The fixed points to reft upon the tops of ) 


the fhoulders. 


- $, The branch to pafs up the fide of the 
head, and bear gently againft it to keep 
it fleady. 


¢, The branch to come forward for the 


chin to reft upon, having a foft con- 
cave pad annexed to it, moveable with 
a {crew to raife the head gradually. 

d. The bow to be placed behind the neck, 


e.e. The ftraps of leather to pafs from the 


fhoulders under the arms and hang. 


unto the pins (Lf. 


_ This machine may anfwer the end without — 
the fcrew, as I have found, by making that — 


limb of it properly tempered to admit of bend- 
ing and ftanding firm to the part. 


a ee en Nias ™ 


THE | 


VoL.2, 7.0, LL. 4. 


. 


N 
\ 
‘ 


N 
N 


eee 


eser> 


iN SURGERY. & 


ee 


THE FOLLOWING LETTER To MY VERY GOOD FRIEND 
DOCTOR MONSEY, PHYSICIAN TO CHELSEA HOSPI- 
9 GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF AN UNPRECEDENTED 
DISEASE OF THE PLATYSMA MYOIDES PRODUCING. 
SURPRISING EFFECTS AND APPEARANCES, 


Norwich, December the 10th, 175g. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


AM truly fenfible of the honour you do me 

in defiring your relation, Mr. Hornca/tle, to 
afk my opinion in his fon’s cafe, which indeed 
appears to me fo fingular, in all refpects, that 
I have never before {een any thing like it, nor 
can I find one fimilar to it in any book I have, 
ancient or modern ; and I am greatly at a lofs 
to defcribe it, in fuch a manneras I with to 
do, to give you a clear idea of it; but I will 
endeavour to do foas well as I can. 

The young gentleman is about 14 years of 
age, apparently of a {trong conftitution; he 
_was always healthy, and is fo now,, except the 
odd complaint, of which you have had an im- 
perfect relation from Mr. W——//, The feat 

Vout. II. | aed of 
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of the diforder is very obvioufly in the plafy/ina 
myoides, which is become exceedingly rigid, 
and moft fo juft beneath the jaw, to which it 
is attached, from the chin to the angle; the 
{kin over it appearing like the cicatrice after 
healing a burn. This fide of his face, quite 
from the, point of his chin, is much fhrunk, 
and drawn awry, by the contraction of the 
mufele, particularly the corner of his mouth, 
when he turns his head to the oppofite fide; a 
portion of this cutaneous mu({cle being attach- 
ed to the /phinéfer oris. From the inferior part 
of the eye-brow, at the internal angle of the 
eye, to near the vertex, there is a kind of fur 
row upon the fkin, about half an inch broad, 
having a fhining, polifhed appearance, like a 
cicatrice in confequence of a wound, without 
any hair, which feems to be fallen off for want 
of nourifhment ; and from the corner of the eye 
downwards, there is the fame kind of appear- 
ance in a lefs degree*. Violent {pafms fre 
quently return, beginning at the infertion of 
the mufcle, and terminating at the eye, attend- 
ed with great pain; and fometimes the ear, 


* See the plate annexed, 
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with the temporal and frontal mufcles are in- | 
fluenced and affeéted in the like manner. The 
parts, according to the courfe of the infertion 
of the mufcle into the jaw-bone, are confide- 
rably thickened, not the leaft inflamed exter- 
nally, and but very little painful when touch- 
ed, unlefs they are ftretched at the fame time. 
The fubjacent mufcles do not yet appear to be 
affected. 

It is about three months fince Mrs. Hornz- 
cafile firft took notice of this complaint, by the 
corner of his mouth being drawn a little awry ; 
but the exact date of the diforder cannot be 
afcertained, any more than the caufe whence 
it proceeds. This I have endeavoured to in- 
veftigate, but at prefent it is too much con- 
cealed in obfcurity for my penetration: perhaps 
it may proceed from the fame caufe, whatever 
that is, which produces the wry-neck, by 
bringing a rigidity and contraction upon the 
maftoid mufcle. 

This cafe appearing of fuch an extraordinary 
nature, I was defirous of giving the father and 
mother all the fatisfaction that this place will 
afford, in a matter fo interefting to them; on 
which account we have had a confultation of a 

‘ Bg phyfician 
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phyfician and two furgeons, of whofe judgment 
I think highly. We entirely agree in opinion 
concerning the part affected; and they do not 
remember, any more than I, to have feen, 
heard, or read of fuch a cafe; nor do they fee 
any probable caufe whence the diforder arifes. 
What is to be done in this doubtful mat- 
ter, remains the point in queftion; but no 
method will be put in practice, till I am fa- 
voured with your anfwer, which I beg to have 
as foon as pofiible, for my own fatisfaction, 
and to relieve the painful fufpence and anxiety, 
that fond parents muft naturally have for an 
only child, and, in all. other tees a very 
fine youth. 

What is to be expected from other topical 
or internal medicines than have been ufed, I 
cannot fay ; for the difeafe has not only refifted, 
but evidently increafed, according to Mrs. 
fforncajile’s obfervation, under the rational me- 
theds prefcribed by DoGtor T——r of L 

after he had feen, and {trictly examined, the 
cafe, as you were informed by Mr. WV. Hs 
letter. Should all other means that can be 
thought of, after giving them a fair trial, prove 
ineffectual to remove the contraction, what 


think 
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think you of a total divifion of the mufcle 
_tran{verfely by incifion, at the moft rigid part 
juft below the jaw? I propofed this method 
to the confideration of the gentlemen in con- 
faltation, and they unanimoufly agreed with 
me, that it was not only practicable, in their 
opinion, but expedient, fhould all other at- 
tempts fail. 

Pray, Sir, confider the cafe yourfelf, and 
-confult the moft experienced phyficians and 
furgeons of your acquaintance, upon this im- 
portant occafion, in order to direct our unex- 
perienced judgments the better, and furnith us, 
if poffible, with precedents, and a method of 
cure that may be relied on, warranted by ob- 
fervation and experience, the beft guides of all; 
in defect of which we fhall be glad to know 
what are thought the moft probable and ra- 
tional means of curing or relieving the patient, 
in your and their opinion. 

If Mr. and Mrs. Horncaftle find no reafon 
to the contrary by your anfwer, which will be 
impatiently expected, fhe intends to come with 
er fon directly, to put him under my care; 
but I did defire, thinkin git muft be more to their 
fatisfaction and the child’s advantage, that they 

Py | would 
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would carry him to London for advice and als 
fiftance, in fuch a fingular cafe. 


I heartily with you health, and am, 
DEAR SIR, 
YOUR MOST OBLIGED, 


HUMBLE SERVANT, 


Doctor 


Vol. 2,72.86,PL. 5: 
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Doétor Monjfey told me, in his anfwer to 
my letter, that the moft experienced of the 
faculty, whom he had confulted on this occa- 
fion, in London, declared they were entire 
ftrangers to fuch a cafe. The method he fug- 
gefted was approved in confultation here, and 
was very regularly followed for fome months, 
in order to relax the contracted parts, &c. but 
to no better purpofe than the meafures taken 
before, the diforder manifeftly increafing un- 
der all of them; from which confiderations, 
it was refolved upon, to divide the mui{cle, as 
propofed in my letter. In the prefence of the 
gentlemen there mentioned, I performed the 
_ operation, by firft dividing the fkin and cellu- 
lar membrane tranfverfely, a little below the 
jaw, as reprefented in the plate, the whole 
breadth of the p/atyfima myordes, the patient 
having his head refted, and fteadily held againit 
a perfon’s breaft, and the blood fpunged up, 
by an afliftant, as I proceeded. After laying 
this thin cutaneous mufcle quite bare, fepa- 
rating the lips of the wound a little more than 
their natural receffion, he was raifed up, and 
turning his head towards the oppofite fide, it 
appeared as much confined as before, fhowing 
the mufcular fibres upon the full ftretch, 

P 4. violently 
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violently diftorting the corner of his mouth. 


I then totally divided this mufcle, bringing the | 


membranes of the fubjacent mufcles in view, 
by a cautious diffection; after doing that, I 
defired him to turn his head again, and found 
it then had perfect freedom in its rotatory mo- 
tion, without affecting the face or corner of the 
mouth, as it did before the divifion of the 
mufcle. Thefe gradual fteps were intentional- 
ly taken to demonitrate the feat of the difeafe, 
that circumftance being doubted by fome, who 
had examined the parts, and by others from a 
defcription of the cate. 

The wound was healed by the common 
treatment, without any ill accident fuperven- 
ing: after digeftion, and the parts being in a 


{tate to admit of it without pain, I advifed him — 


to keep his head in gentle motion pretty fre- 
quently, in order to obviate the inconvenience 
of future rigidity or fhortnefs of the mutcle ; 
which effectually anfwered the defign. 


This operation fucceeded happily, in ftop-— 


ping the progrefs of the difeafe, and removing 


the painful {pafms immediately, without any 


return; but the fide of his face, that was af- 
fected, ftill remains much lefs than the other : 
however he now enjoys good health, and is able 

fo 
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to bear long journies, with other fatiguing bu- 
finefs, very well. | 

Doctor Hunter, to whofe friendthip I am 
under a great many obligations, {aw this young 
gentleman in London with Dr. Mon/ey, in the 
year 1765, and was fo ftruck with the fingular 
appearance of his face, that he exprefled an 
earneft defire of feeing a hiftory of the cafe, 
with a drawing annexed, reprefenting the 
wound, &c. 7 


See plate 5, accurately engraved by Mr. Woollet, both 


in refpect to the likenefs of the perfon, and reprefentation 
of the difeafe, Xc. 


AN 


90 CASES AND REMARKS 


AN EXTRAORDINARY CASE IN A SCROPHULOUS 
HABIT, 


June the 6th, 1758. 


. W. in the 25th year of his age, who, in 
his childhood, had been afflitted with a 
{crophulous diforder, but for many years paft 
had been ftrong, and apparently healthy in all 
re{pects, received a hurt by a fall, upon the 
clavicle where it adjoins to the flernum, and 
upon the flernomafiord mufcle at its infertion. 
The cafe was neglected for fome weeks, when 
that mufcle became rigid, {welled and painful 
quite to its origin ; and a violent cough enfued, 
attended with great difficulty of breathing, and 
a fever, for which likewife no proper means 
had been ufed. Healfo complained of extreme 
pain upon the calves of his legs, the interior — 

_ part of the right thigh, and the outfide of the — 
left: upon al! which parts hard {wellings foon 
followed, that feemed to be confined to the 
mutcles ; befides which the inguinal glands, 
on the left fide, were much affected. His 
blood was uncommonly thick and fizy, foon 
after being taken away, it appeared like a lump — | 
of 
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of glue; the cohefion was fo ftrong, as to ad~ 
mit of turning the porringer the bottom up- 
wards without falling out, and it had very lit~ 
tle ferum upon ftanding. Bleeding was fre- 
quently repeated, lenient purgatives adminif- 
tered, and zifre given freely; keeping him to 
an exact regimen, with the very plentiful ufe 
of common emulfion, pectoral emulfion, with 
Jpermaceti, and other diluents of that nature, 
Cataplafms of bread and milk, fomentations 
and embrocations, of the emollient and anodyne 
kind, were applied to the affected parts with- 
out relieving his pains, which were very vio- 
lent both day and night, but moft in the night, 
having then always fome increafe of the fever : 
they were fometimes intolerable, requiring large 

dofes of opiates to procure a little eafe and reft. 
After about three weeks continuance in this 
deplorable ftate, I obferved a manifeft fluctua~ 
tion in the tumour, the whole Jength of the 
maftoid mufcle, which I opened by an incifion 
of two or three inches long, juft above the 
jiernum, and difcharged a large quantity of a 
thin, fetid, bloody fluid; by which I difco- | 
vered a deep and extenfive carzes upon that 
bone, and an unfathomable /zus underneath 
it, as well as the whole length of the mutcle. 
I After 


92 CASES AND REMARKS 


After laying the carious part of the bone quite 


bare, I dreffed it according to general rules, 


with tinct. myrrbe, fupprefling the fungous 
flefh occafionally, by touching it with the lu- 
nar cauftic; and conveyed into the jnu/es with 
an ivory fyringe, fome of Be//o/e’s famaritan 
balfam warm, having a {mall portion of un- 
_guent.e gum. elemi © tind. myrrbe added to it, 
applying foft, even lint fuperficially, without 
introducing doffils into them; by which treat- 
ment the matter foon became better condition- 
ed, andthe quantity gradually decreafed. For 
fome time he conftantly complained of the tafte 
of the applications in his mouth upon dref- 
fing, and faid he was very fenfible of a kind of 
yielding in one part of the gw//et, when he fwal- 
lowed his food; but I could never difcover any 
perforation in that canal, by the pafling of 
either meat or drink through the wound. 

The tumours upon his thighs and legs ftill 
remained hard and painful, without any exter- 
nal appearance of inflammation; whence I 
concluded the inflammations were upon the in- 
vefting membranes of the mufcles, extending 
even to the cellular membrane which connects 
the mufcular fibres together, the very bellies 
of the mufcles feeming affected. . 
| About 
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About a month after, there was avery fen- 
‘fible fiu@uation from the hip almoft to the 
heel, on the left fide, ftill without any appear- 
ance of inflammation upon the fkin; which 
made feveral of the faculty agree with me in 
opinion, that the fluid had been contained in 
the membranes that envelope the mufcles, In 
this fpace I made four openings, each about 
two inches long, at due diftances, two on the 
thigh, and two on the leg; by which an im- 
_ menfe quantity of a fetid matter was difcharged, 
refembling putrid /erum and craflamentum Ctir- 
red together, after ftlanding fome days in the 
air. After thefe openings were made, we 
ftrictly examined the parts, and could readily 
pafs our fingers into the very bodies of the mu- 
{cles, where undoubtedly blood-veffels were 
eroded, occafioning this appearance of the mat- 
ter; and this examination confirmed the opi- 
nion we entertained before the openings were 
_ made. Next day I difcovered a_finus from the 
fuperior part of the thigh, quite to the inguen, 
and another, from the fame part of the thigh, 
through it, as far as the adipofe membrane, juft 
_ below the femoral artery, where I made another 
opening of the fame extent. By thefe epenings 
the matter pafled off very freely : I drefled them _ 
fu wager and chiefly with pledgets of foft tow, 
moiftened 
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moiftened in a ftrong decoction of walnut-tree 
leaves moderately warm, as recommended by 
Bellofte in his Hofpital-Surgeon, after inject. 
ing into the finu/es a little of the balfam before 
mentioned; ufing expulfive comprefs and ban- 
dage, when the condition of the matter was 
changed, and the parts in a ftate to admit of 
union. 

Ten days after having difcharged thofe col- 
lections of matter, the tumours of the mu/feul. 
gaftrocnem. rech. & vafti, on the other leg and 
thigh, having undergone a fimilar change, were 
alfo opened amply on the depending parts: the 
fluid had exactly the appearance of that pre- 


ceeding from the other, and the treatment after _ 


opening was the fame. 

Before thefe tumours were opened, the con- 
ftant pain and fever had emaciated the patient 
toa great degree; and after they were opened, 
it was very much to be feared, the vaft dif- 
charge from fo many large cavernous ulcers of 
fuch a nature, would have funk him fill more, 
and that he muft have ended. his life in a ma- 
rafmus ; but the large depending openings, giv- 
ing the matter a free and uninterrupted exit, 


together with eafy dreflings, as have been men= ~ 


tioned, fucceeded beyond our hopes. The 
difcharge 
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difcharge from the different parts was foon mo=_ 
derated, and he was perfectly cured in about 
fix months. 

The patient’s diet was of the foft and moft 
nutrimental kind, as good broths, milk, animal 
- food of the eafieft digeftion, &c. and on account 
of the extraordinary depravity of the fluids and 
laxity of the folids, the bark and elix. vitrioli 
_ were taken as plentifully as he could bear them, 
with {mall quantities of rhubarb occafionally, 
in order to prevent the inconveniences attend+ 
ing coftivenefs. 

Early in this diforder, a remarkable dirty, 
_ footy appearance overfpread the fkin of his body 
and limbs, almoft every where, to a much - 
greater degree than I ever faw, which gradual. - 
ly wore away, and he recovered fiefh and 
ftrength, with a free perfpiration. 

He is nowa very ftrong lufty man, has the 
perfect ufe of his limbs, and performs his daily 
hard labour without any complaint. 


OF 
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OF AN AQUEOUS BRONCHOCELE, OR ENCYSTED TU- 
MOUR UPON THE THYROID GLAND, ATTENDED WITH 
SINGULAR CIRCUMSTANCES, IN A PERSON ABOUT 
SIXTEEN YEARS OF AGE} FOR WHICH CASE I AM 
OBLIGED TO MR. DONNE, AN INGENIOUS SURGEON 
IN THE CITY OF NORWICH. 


T FIIS patient was brought under Mr. 

Donne’s care, February the 27th, 1760, 
and, at his defire, I vifited him {everal times. 
After his death we diffected and examined the 
parts concerned, with the utmoft attention, 
apprehending there was fomething very fingu- 
Jar in the cafe, from the appearances in his life 
time, and its furprifing event; and then drew 
up the following hiftory of it together. 

The tumour began many years before appli- 
cation was made to a furgeon, increafing very 
flowly ; but, in the laft.two years, it orew 
from the fize of a nutmeg, to that of a large 
hen’s egg, compreffing the lar rynx and trachea 
fo much, that in running orufing any violent ex- 
ercife, the patient breathed with great difficulty, 
and made a hooping noife in infpiration; his face 
was always of a dark-red colour, like that of a 
perion almoft fuffocated ; his voice was weak, 

and 
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and talking conftantly brought on a tickling 
cough. This fwelling was affixed to the ¢4y- 
roid and cricoid cartilages and part of the ¢ra- 
chea, its external furface was unequal; it ex- 
tended higher on the right fide than on the left, 
having fomething of the lunated form of the | 
thyroid gland ; its bafe was fo large, that it co- 
vered the carotid arteries, and fome part of it 
funk below thofe veflels. 

Several furgeons, in confultation, were of 
opinion, that a fluid was contained in this tu- 
mour, confequently an opening was made, by 
which about three ounces of an aqueous fluid 
were difcharged, and the patient confiderably 
relieved immediately in his breathing ; but the 
next day a violent fever came on, attended with 
great oppreflion of breath, a vexatious cough, 
and a very irregular pulfe. Thefe fymptoms 
were mitigated by bleeding, cooling and laxa- 
tive medicines, &c. and the obfervance of a 
{trict regimen of diet; but during their conti- 
nuance, the furrounding parts felt emphyfema- 
tous, without any appearance of the aqueous 
difcharge from the wound, the whole furface 
of which was covered with a thick, vifcous 
fordes. The fever fubfided in about a week, 
but the tumour, from the firft difappearance 

Vou. II. G of 
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of the aqueous difcharge, began to increafe 
again; and inthis fhort fpace of time it was 
grown nearly to the fize it was before the open- 
ing; his breathing alfo became difficult and 
laborious, in proportion to the increafe of the 
tumour. From thefe confiderations, in confe- 
quence of another confultation, it was deter- 
mined to make an opening on the oppofite fide, 
in the moft depending part, and to draw a fe~ 
ton through the openings; a free difcharge 
followed, and the patient’s difficulty of breath- 
ing was relieved as at firit; however, a fever 
came on again, with the fame fymptoms at- 
tending it as before, only in a more violent de- 
gree, accompanied with great pain and difh- 
culty of {wallowing; he {poke and breathed 
like a perfon in an angina, and there appeared 
little hopes of his recovery, for many days; 
when, moderate breathing fweats, a copious 
{pitting, a difcharge of well digeited matter 
from the wounds, and an abatement of the fe- 
ver, by the former treatment, gave a fair pro- 
{pect of fuccefs. The fever went entirely off 
{oon after, and his breathing grew daily better, 
though he was not abfolutely free from ftric- 
ture upon the /arynx and pharynx. Now, 
upon coughing, he threw up the cyft of a fmall 


hydatid, 
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hydatid, formed, we fuppofe, by an obftruc- 
tion and gradual diftention of a lymphatic : up- 
on which accident, notwithftanding Mr. Donne 
was in the room at the very time, and attempt- 
ed to relieve him all he could, he expired almoft 
inftantaneoulfly. 

Thefe were the particular circumftances of 
this fingular cafe ; which were eafily accounted 
for, te examining and confidering the fate of 
the difeafed parts. The trachea was fo com- 
preffed and contracted in its diameter, that any 
degree of irritation on the glott/s, or a few 
drops of fome fluid falling into the srachea, 
through the hole which will be hereafter de- 
{cribed, where the tumour had a communica- 
tion with it, might bring on a violent {pafmo- 
dic f{tricture ; and probably this was the immedi- 
ate caule of the patient’s fudden death, by inter- 
cepting the air; for fo long as the cyft of the 
hydatid remained in its ( ituation, nothing could 
pafs from the cavity of the tumour into the 
trachea; but when that happened to be dif- 
lodged, fome of the fluid might fall into it, 
and occafion this fatal fuffocation, 

In order to a farther illuftration of this very 
extraordinary cafe, we fhall take notice of the 

G2 particu- 
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particular appeatances of the parts upon diffec- 
tion, which were fent to Dr. Hunter. 

The tumour was fituated under the mu/cult 
frernohyoide: and thyrohyoider, which were con- 
fiderably ftretched, and their breadth fo much 
increafed, that they appeared like one broad 
thin mufcle, covering great part of the ante- 
rior furface of the tumour, which laid cblique- 
ly acrofs the trachea, extending rather higher 
on the right fide, as has been obferved ; its 
diameter tranf{verfely was almoft three inches, 
in the oppofite direction not quite fo much ; it 
appeared to take its rife from the right fide of 
the thyroid gland, lying upon part of the ¢ra- 
_chea and thyroid cartilage. ‘Fhe gland itfelf 
feemed to have been gradually dilated and ex- 
tended over the cyft of the tumour, formed by 
cellular membrane; for the glandular fub- 
{tance and this cy{t could be feparated a {mall 
fpace at the anterior part, where they foon be- 
came {fo inttmately united, as to leave no dif- 
tinction of parts; but more laterally, they did 
no fo firmly adhere, as to prevent their being 
eafily divided. The tumour was extended over, 
and attached to, almoft two-thirds of the thy- 
roid cartilage, the whole of the crécoid, and fix 
ef the cartilaginous rings of the frachea, to 


which 
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which laft it was very ftrongly connected ; and 
arifing from the thyroid gland on the right fide, 
as has been mentioned, it had forced the ¢ra-_ 
_chea confiderably to the left; and as its bafe. 
lay over the carotid arteries, encom paffing three- 
fourths of the trachea, fome part of it muft 
confequently lie deeper than thofe veffels. 

Upon opening this cyft we found it firm, 
and unequally thick, it inclofed the cyft of 
another hydatid, fimilar to that he ejected by 
coughing, immediately before his death, only 
much larger, and quite difengaged from that 
proceeding from the cellular membrane, with- 
in which it was expanded. On removing the 
cyft of this 4ydatid, the hole appeared through 
both the glandular fubftance, and the other 
kind of cyft, admitting a common quill, which 
penetrated the ¢rachea, between the firit ring 
of it and the ercord cartilage. The appear 
ance of the preparation fent to Doctor Hunter 
was altered, in fome refpects, from that which 
it had in its recent {tate, when the internal fur- 
face of the cy{t produced by the cellular mem- 
brane was full of fmall tubercles, covered with 
mucus, without any pus or fign of ulceration. 
In opening the trachea and larynx, the parts 
about the glottis and ventriculi campaniformes, 


G 3 appeared 
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appeared to be affected with a kind of anafar- 
cous {welling ; and from the lower edge of the 
cricoid cartilage, to the eighth cartilaginous, 
ring of the trachea, the right fide of the canal 
had been fo forcibly prefled upon by the tu- 
mour, that it nearly touched the oppofite fide. 
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REFLECTION. 


“XHOUGH the fituation of this tumour 
was a difcouraging circumftance, to at- 
tempt the extirpation of it by incifion ; yet, all 
things confidered, with what appeared upon the 
diffection and accurate examination of the parts, 
we are inclined to think it highly probable, that 
had an oval piece, of a proper fize, been taken 
out, from the top to the bottom of it, a cure 
might have been effected, notwithftanding the 
erofion of the trachea: and the fuccefs which 
has attended dronchotomy, fapports and encou« 
rages fuch procedure. - 


Laft year a furgeon fent a patient to afk my opinion, 
concerning a tumour of this nature. I propofed to his con- 
fideration following the method juft mentioned; but the 
tumour being yet .little or no trouble or inconvenience to 
him, I believe nothing has been done. 

Read Doétor Donald Monro’s excellent Treatife upon 
the Dropfy, wherein he takes notice of the aqueous bron- 
chocile. | 
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A. 


Pirate 6, Fig. 1. 


The Tumour formed from the 
right fide of the Thyroid Gland 
attached to the Trachea, &c. 


» Part of the Thyrord Gland fhown 


on the left fide. 


. The Thyroid Cartilage. 
. The Os Hyoides. 

. The Epiglottis. 

. The Lrachea. 


Pre 0: 


. The appearance of the Tumour 


beforethefecond puncture. The 
marks II denote the pundtures 
through which the feton was 
drawn. 


. The Os Ayoides. 

. The Epiglttis, 

. The Trachea. 

. The incifion made into the Tu- 


mour after the death of the Pa- 
tient. 


. The eroded hole opening above 


the firft ring into the Trachea, dif- 
covered by making this incifion. 
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OF SOME DISORDERS IN THE OESOPHAGUS. 


A. a woman of a weak conftitution, 
Le near forty years of age, had long been 
afflicted with a great difficulty in {wallowing 
her food; and at length, for fome years before 
fhe died, was under the neceflity of ufing a 
whale-bone, with a {mall button at the end, 
to propel it beyond the obftructed part. I 
could feel with my finger in the cefophagus, the 
top of the tumour, which was the impediment 
to deglutition. 

About a week before her death, an eet 
matory diforder increafed the old complaint, 
and notwithftanding all poflible means to re« 
lieve her, the e/ophagus was foon fo contra¢t- 
ed, that fhe could neither {wallow liquids, nor 
bear to have any folid food forced down, in the 
ufual manner, on account of the extreme ten- 
dernefs of the parts; confequently was ftarved 
to death. 

In difle@ing and examining the parts, I 
found the membrane that lines the e/ophagus, 
which had been inan inflammatory ftate, uni- 

formly 
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formly much thickened, between two and three 
inches in length, beginning to grow into that 
condition, juft where the pharynx contracts to 
form that canal ; in the middle of which {pace, 
the tumour, about the fize of a very large nut- 
meg, was fituated, that I felt with my finger 
in her life-time. When the e/ophagus was 
ftimulated to contract by any means in the act 
of deglutition, the fides of it were brought into 
contact with the tumour, totally excluding the 
paflage even of any kind of liquid. 

I have feen five other women, (two of them. 
were of {crophulous habits) of different ages 
and conftitutions, who had {wellings in thefe 
parts, within reach of the finger; all of whom, 
fooner or later, ended their lives in this mifera- 
_ ble manner; but I never had an opportunity 
of examining the parts after death, only in 
this cafe.—It is not at all improbable, that 
the fame dreadful confequences may proceed 
from an extraordinary thickening of the inter- 
nal membrane of the w/ophagus, without any 
diftinct tumour in the paflage.—I was lately 
defired, with a phyfician and two other fur- 
' .geons, to attend the opening of this part, on 
account of a difficulty of {wallowing, which 
| | killed 
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killed the patient, fome time after the had 
been cured of a common inflammatory angina, 
—In this cafe we could not difcover, by the 
moft accurate infpection, any evident caufe of 
this fatal obftru@tion. We then went to {pe- 
culation, which indeed affords but a faint light 
in difcovering the caufe of difeafes, and fup- 
pofed the parts muft have been in {0 irritable 
a ftate, as to be thrown into fpafmodic con- 
tractions, whenever fhe attempted to {wallow 
any kind of food.—I have alfo feen two men 
and one woman, advanced in years, who lived, 
and died, in a ftill more deplorable condition, 
by adiforder in this canal. I had an oppor- 
tunity of opening one of them, where I found 
a cancerous excrefcence and ulceration, near 
the entrance of the wfophagus into the fto- 
mach ; and from the fimilarity of fymptoms, 
as {hooting pains, ficknefs, offenfive tafte in 
the mouth, befides the obf{truction to the paf- 
fage of the food into the ftomach, I had good 
reafon to think the other two were of the fame 
nature. At laft their agonies were beyond 
expreflion, when the aliment came at the ob- 
{tructed part, moft of which was then thrown 
up. And lately a poor man applied to me, in 

great 
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great diftrefs, who I apprehend, from his 
complaints, has fome fuch diforder about the 
middle of the wfophagus. 


See Medical Tranfactions, Vol. 2, Art. 3, communi- 
cated by Doctor Percival.—And Doctor Munkley com- 
municated a dangerous affection of the cefophagus, in Vol. 
t of thefe Tranfaftions, Art. ry. 


A GREAT 
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A GREAT NUMBER OF LARGE STRUMOUS GLANDS’ SI- 
TUATED IN THE AXILLA, AND UNDERNEATH THE 
PECTORAL MUSCLE, SUCCESFULLY EXTIRPATED}3 
AND AN OPHTHALMY OF THAT NATURE CURED IN 
SHE SAME PATIENT. 7 


November the 8th, 1750. 


HE wife of H. L. of T. twenty-five 

years of age, firft perceived a {mall, in- 
dolent moveable tumour in the right ax/la, be- 
tween five and fix years ago, which grew gra- 
dually in two years to the fize of a turkey’s 
‘egg; another appeared then immediately be- 
neath the clavicle, and in fix months acquired 
the bignefs of a large walnut. ‘Thefe tumours 
increafed by little and little, and more glands 
became obftruéted and fwelled. About five 
months after, inflammations feized both her 
eyes, foon depriving her totally of the fight of 
one of them, and with the other fhe was {carce 
able to guide herfelf. 

Her parents were healthy, and before the 
appearance of the tumour in the axz//a, fhe had 
a good ftate of health, but after that, was 
grievoufly afflicted with pain in her ftomach 
and heat in her bowels, accompanied with an 


obftinate 
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obftinate coftivenefs ; for which the found but 
little relief, from a great variety of medicines, 
prefcribed by a very judicious practitioner. 

In this moft deplorable condition the fell un- 
der my care, with the axz//a full of diftemper- 
ed glands, beginning to have a cancerous ap~ 
pearance: and a chain of them was continued 
from thence, extending to the pectoral mufcle 
and neck, and daily increafing. 

After deliberately confidering the cafe, I 
thought nothing could be done to any purpofe, 
unlefs the difeafed glands could be entirely ex- 
tirpated ; and a confultation was confequently 
held as foon as poffible, confifting of a phyfi- 
cian and four furgeons of eminence, who rea- 
dily concurred in my opinion; but all of us 
were apprehenfive, that fhould thefe glands be 
removed, even then, it was very doubtful 
what would be the event of the operation; for, if 
the difeafe happened to be {topped here, the fame 
caufe {till exifting, probably would produce 
the fame effect, in fome other part internal or 
external, and fruftrate our endeavours. 

‘Thefe indeed were very difcouraging circum- 
ftances ; -but the patient, after having heard 
what pafied in our confultation, as we thought 
it right the fhould be informed of the danger, 

in 
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in order to choofe for herfelf, faid, with great 
courage and refolution, the would fubmit to 
the operation, defiring to have it done whenever 
it fhould be thought proper. 

A week after, fhe being duly prepared for 
the operation, I performed it, in the prefence 
of thofe gentlemen,. beginning in the axilla, 
whence I diffected all the glands, opening but 
one blood-vefiel of any confequence, which I 
eafily commanded with the needle and ligature, 
though it lay deep in the axz/a; 1 then filled 
the wound with foft, dry lint, and engaged one 
of my afliftants to fupport a comprefs upon it 
with his hand. Having proceeded thus far, 
we found it expedient to refrefh our patient’s 
{pirits with a little wine, and allow her a fhort 
re{pite; after which, fhe readily confenting to 
my going on, I made an incifion from the fu- 
perior part of the other glands, in a curved 
line, to the angle of the axzJ/a, where I left 
off, intending to meet it at the fame point with 
another, in order to remove an oval piece of the 
‘teguments, together with the affected glands; 
but inftead of laying them bare, as we expect- 
ed, only the pecforal mufcle came in view, 
which circumftance made us hefitate a moment: 
however, having proceeded thus far, it was 


I unani- 
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unanimoufly agreed to go on; and upon this 
determination, I divided the mufcle, which 
appeared much thinner than ordinary, in an 
oblique direction, as far as was thought necef- 
fary ; and the glands, being pretty much dif- 
engaged from the fubjacent parts, were removed 
without any difficulty, or effufion of blood 
worth regarding. ‘Thus ended very happily 
one of the moft tedious and dangerous opera- 
tions any of us had ever feen. There are few 
difficulties that occur in operations, but what we 
may be able to furmount, if we can preferve 
a calmnefs and prefence of mind to dire& our 
judgment and hand. 


The number of glands taken out of the ax-" — 


iia was nineteen, of various fizes; fome were 
Jike large potatoes, others no bigger than fil- 
berts; and eight were fituated under the pec- 

toral mufcle, which differed alfo in their fize. 
After drefling the wound with dry lint. and 
digeftive, in. the common manner, I applied 
{oft compreffes of cloth fpread thick with wa- 
guentume floribus fambuci,and the roller no ftraiter 
than juft to confine the dreflingss After every 
confiderable operation, we fhould give our ut- 
moft attention to the application of the com- 
prefies and bandage, that they may fit, and be 
3 left 
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left as eafy as poffible upon the tender parts, as 
long-continued pain may have deftructive con- 
fequences. From this confideration, a little 
warm o/. ofvar, optim. fhould now and then 
be poured in, after gently raifing the com- 
prefies and bandage in convenient places, that 
tenfion and inflammation may be prevented as 
much as we can. 

The fymptoms in confequence of the opera- 
tion were favourable, the wound digefted kind- 
ly, and was perfectly cicatrized in eight weeks. 
When fhe was in a condition to bear alteratives, 
I had recourfe to them, particularly to {mall 
dofes of merc. dulcis, Within about three 
months, fhe recovered the perfect fight of one 
eye, and the inflammation did not continue up- 
on the other; but the cornea was too much 
thickened to tranfmit the vifual rays. When 
the wound was nearly healed, I firft put a feton 
into her neck, and afterwards made {uper-fca- 7 
pulary fontanels, which were kept open about 
two years. For a long time after the wound 
was perfectly cicatrized, the drank fea-water, 
and took an alterative medicine compofed of 
athiop. min. © antimon. crud. 

Her happy deliverance from this impending 
danger, and the enjoyment of good health ever 

Vou. Il. H fince, 
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fince, have amply rewarded her for her uncom- 
mon fortitude, and me for my care of her ; the 
being an object of charity, and fupported at 
her own houfe, during the cure, by the gen- 
tleman to whom I have dedicated thefe papers, 
whofe great delight is in doing good*. 


* 


* June the rgth, 1774, I faw the above-mentioned pa- 
tient, who then enjoyed good health, at the age of 49, 
about 24 years after the operation; and fhe pafled through 
‘that period of life, when nature frequently fuffers a great 
change, without any fenfible inconvenience. 


ANOTHER ~ 
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_ ANOTHER CASE OF A SIMILAR NATURE TO THE 
. PRECEDING, 


N the year 1760, a gentleman’s coachman 
upwards of thirty years of age, and of an 
athletic habit, without any determinate evi- 
dence of an hereditary diforder, had a greater 
number of difeafed glands, of a larger fize and 
worfe afpect, upon his neck, than appeared in 
the preceding cafe; and they were deeply fitu- 
ated between the mufcles, extending from his 
ear to his fhoulder, fome lying under the ma/- 
toid ‘mutcle, and others under the clevicle, 
without the leaft tendency to fuppuration in 
any of them. ‘This tumour began upon the 
parotid gland, and, in the {pace of between 
two and three years, increafed to an enormous 
fize; and even at firft would not yield, in the 
leaft, to proper methods, under the direction 
ofa judicious furgeon. Upon this occafion, his 
health in general was foon much impaired ; and 
he had been, for a confiderable time, conftantly 
affected with feverifh complaints more or lefs. 
He grew daily worfe in all refpects, and his life 
was now apparently in the moft imminent dan- 
FI2 26t's 
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ger: from thefe prevalent confiderations, in 
confequence of a confultation, confifting of two 
phyficians and three furgeons, I was induced 
to undertake the extirpation of thefe glands, 
by incifion, though with great reluctance; 
forefeeing the difficulty and danger of the ope- 
ration, from their deep fituation, between the 
mufcles, near fuch large veffels as lie there, and 
under the clavicle. 

After having paid all due attention to the pa- 
tient’s bad ftate of health, and put him into as 
good a condition, with the advice of the phy- 
ficians, as the nature of the cafe would allow, 
in order to make the operation fucceed the 


better, it was performed in the prefence of all 


thofe gentlemen, who had been in confultation, 
they having without hefitation unanimoufly 
agreed with me, that no other means carried 
the leaft poffibility of anfwering any good pur- 
pofe: indeed there feemed to us no alterna- 
tive, but to give him a chance by this preca- 
rious operation, or to fuffer him to die a mife- 
rable, lingering death inevitably. 

As it was neceflary, to give fuccefs to the 
operation, that all the diftempered glands 
fhould be removed, there was not lefs trouble 
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and perplexity in the performance of it, than 
was feared. It demanded a very cautious pro-~ 
cedure to feparate the glands, partly by the 

fingers and thumb, then cutting by their di- 
rection, with the affiftance of my brethren, 
in order to avoid wounding the large fubjacent 
veffels, particularly the carotid and fubclavian 
arteries, to which fome of thefe glandular bo- 
dies lay almoft contiguous; and indeed many 
of them were fo intimately entangled with 
confiderable branches, that though, by our 
great care in this point of the utmoft confe- 
quence, we did not injure the trunks, yet the 
-effufion of blood was much greater than in the 
former cafe, as well as the operation more te- 
dious. The cure of the wound alfo proved 
more difficult, which was retarded by the 
excefs of fever, accompanied with miliary 
eruptions to a great degree, and of long dura- 
tion: however, in five or fix months he was 
able to exercife his former employment; but 
about a year after, he was taken ill with an 
epidemic fever of a dangerous kind, which, in 
all probability, was aggravated by his own in- 
difcretion, in taking a long journey in a cold 
day, foon after he was feized with it ; and then, 
H 3 
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notwithftanding all poflible care, it quickly 
carried him off, as I was informed by the per- 
fon who attended him in that illnefs, without 
having had any appearance of the glandular 
-difeafe*. 


* The bark has been ftrongly recommended in {crophu- 
lous cafes by two very eminent phyficians, Dotor Fother- 
gill and Doctor Fordyce, in vol. 1, of the London Medi- 
cal Obfervations and Inquiries; and in vol. 2, there is a 
letter from Doctor Bond, of Philadelphia, to Door Fo- 
thergill, fhewing its great efficacy in fuch complaints.---I 
have obferved its good effets in a great number of in- 
flances, joining Ruffel’s zthiops vegetabilis with it, 
‘which he mentions in his Treatife on Sea-Water,, and 
Huxham’s zthiops antimoniat. as in his tract upon an- 
timony ; and drinking fea-water at the fame time.---Sea- 


bathing may alfo prove beneficial, asI have alfo obferved, » 


during that courfe; 
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OF A TUMOUR UPON THE NECK, IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
WHICH, IN LENGTH OF TIME, THE OESOPHAGUS 
WAS ERODED. 


* the year 1763, a furgeon at fome diftance 
from Norwich, then the place of my refi- 
dence, defired me to vifit a patient with him 
about fixty.years of age, lately fallen under his 
care in a very deplorable ftate, with a tumour 
of a depreffed oval figure, fituated between the 
maftoid and coracobyoid mufcles. It had been 
- yifible more than a year, gradually growing to 
the fize of a hen’s egg, and probably had be- 
gun upon, or very near the efophagus ——m 
The tumour, and all that fide of his neck, ex- 
tending to his head, was attended with violent 
pain; he had long found great difficulty in 
deglutition, could now fwallow no folid food, 
and was fenfible of a {mall quantity of very of- 
fenfive matter, frequently coming into his 
mouth, from his throat. 

Upon a ftrict examination of the tumour, I 
was very fenfible of a fluctuation of fome fluid 
in it; and after well weighing and confidering 
every circumftance, I ftrongly fufpected there 

 H4 was 
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was a communication between it and the #/- 
poagus. I propofed the opening of it to my 
brother, who was a young man, unexperienced 
and timid ; he difcovered fears on that account, 
and defired me to open it; I readily complied 
with his requeft, not having the leaft doubt 
upon my mind as to the propriety of fuch a 
ftep: I made a moderate opening, at which 
was difcharged a tea-cup of ichorous matter 
exceedingly fetid; and upon introducing a 
probe, it paffed into the e/ophagus, without 
any interruption, fully confirming our opinion. 

The matter was of fuch a corrofive nature, 
that it immediately turned the probe of a cop- 
per colour.. The dreflings afterwards were 
{uperficial, in the common manner, after inje@- 
ing a little warm /amaritan balfam with an 
ivory fyringe. By opening the tumour, and 
this gentle treatment, the patient’s pains were 
greatly mitigated, he fwallowed foft food with 
cafe, and his life was rendeted, though not 
comfortable, much more tolerable; but his 
conftitution was fo much impaired, that not- 
withftanding all poflible care, as drinking afs’s 
milk, &c. he languifhed and died tabid about 
a year after. 


A poor 
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A poor man about the fame age, and in a 
declining ftate alfo, lately alked my advice, in 
a cafe fimilar to this, which I reprefented, at 
his requeft, to the furgeon he intended to em- 
ploy; giving an account of the preceding, in 
order to engage his attention the more; but 
leaving Nerwich foon after, I did not hear the 
event. } 


A CAN« 
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A CANCEROUS BREAST OF AN ENORMOUS SIZE EXTIR- 
PATED, AND THE WOUND HEALED. 


September the 1th. 1755. 


N a confultation held on the cafe of Mrs. 

D. of P. a woman remarkably corpulent, 
yet very active and temperate, it was unani- 
moufly agreed, that fhe had no other chance 
for relief than by lofing her breaft; which was 
about a yard in circumference, not yet fixed, 
but threatening immediate ulceration. 

Under thelt difcouraging circumftances, we 
could not urge the operation; but the week 
following, at her own defire, I performed it, 
Mr. Layman, of Dz/s, an eminent furgeon, 
and the furgeon whofe patient fhe had long 
been, affifling me. The operation did not 
prove tedious, confidering the magnitude of 
the breaft, nor did any thing material occur 
in it. 

The {kin oe the whole breaft was * affeGied to 
fuch a degree, that we durft not attempt to 
preferve fo much of it as we would willingly 

have 
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have done; and the membrana adipofa was near 
five inches thick towards the axz//a. 

We examined the principal diftempered 
gland, fufpended in a bloody fluid, which alfo 
appeared of a lymphatic nature, by infpiflating 
with a moderate degree of heat. The cyft’ 
which contained the fluid, was formed of the 
capfula of the gland, the gland itfelf remaining 
ina feirraous ftate; out of which an excref- 
cence was grown, refembling the head of a 
cauliflower, as reprefented in pl. 7. Upon 
cutting into the body of the gland, which was 
like the gizzard of a turkey, we obferved fome 
veffels varicous, others ruptured, and many 
coagula of blood, fuch, we fuppofe, as the 
ancients called atra dis, and looked upon to 
be the efficient caufe of cancers. 

The wound healed very kindly, without any 
bad accident fupervening, and was perfectly 
cicatrized in little more than three months, by 
the great care of the furgeon whofe patient fhe _ 
had been before; and {he enjoyed good health 
for about a year after. | 
December the 28th, 1756, I was again de- 
fired to meet her furgeon in ordinary, on ac- 
count of an indolent tumour which extended 


uniformly 
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uniformly over the whole /capu/a on the other 
fide, | and meafured three feet and eight inches 
in circumference, without the breaft, or glands 
in the axdlla, being the leaft afteGted; yet I 
looked upon it as an appearance of the old lea- 
ven, and therefore advifed no application, only 
to have it well fupported, and that all poffible 
care fhould be taken to prevent it’s breaking ; 
plainly forefeeing, that under fuch a circum- 
ftance, her cafe would be ftill more deplo- 
rable. 

Before her death, which happened on April 
the 2d, 1757, the tumour was much increaf- 
ed; fhe lived but a fhort time after it broke, 
and that in the utmoft mifery, without any 
eafe, but what was procured by opiates: the 
difcharge was immenfely great, and the mat- 
ter not only exceffively offenfive in {mell, but 
the effluvia proceeding from it were fo virulent, 
as to affect thofe who conftantly attended her. 
One of the perfons who bore her to the grave 
told me, that the ftench made him very fick, 
and that he was immediately after {eized with 
a flux, which foon relieved him, and carried 
off this cafual diforder. 

The cicatrice where the breaft was extir- 
pated, continued perfeCtly {mooth and well, 

0 
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to the time of her death, without the leaft ap- 
pearance of the difeafe upon the circumjacent 
parts. 


Many years ago Mr. Layman, of Di/s, and I were pre- 
fent, when Mr. 4myas, late of Norwich, extirpated a can- 
cerous breaft, in which we found a confiderable quantity of 
gravel, and fome fmall ftones in the middle of the glands. 


PLATE 
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PEATE 


THE REPRESENTATION OF THE CANCEROUS GLAND. 


a, a. a. a. The common teguments. 


b. 4.6.6. The capfula of the gland which 


formed the cyft, containing the 
bloody fluid. 


¢.c.¢. The cauliflower-like excrefcence 


which {prouted from the body 
of the gland. 


d. Vhe fimbria which laid loofe upon 
the gland, but was attached to 
the excrefcence. 


e. The incifion into the body of the. 
gland, which difcovered the va- 
ricous and ruptured veflels, and 


the coagula of blood. 


A CAN» 
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A CANCEROUS DISEASE, WHICH AROSE FROM DRINK= 
ING SOME LIQUOR IMPREGNATED WITH THE MATs 
TER THAT ISSUED FROM AN ULCERATED CANCER. 


N the year 1752, I was defired to vifit a 

perfon of great virtue and veracity in the 
city of Norwich, near fixty years of age, who 
had a cancerous tumour upon her breaft, with 
the glands in the ax//a much affected, caufing 
a large wdematous {welling of the whole arm 
quite to the fingers ends, attended with great 
pain. 

The account fhe gave me of her very fingu- 
lar cafe, confirmed by her relations, was as 
followeth. That her parents were healthy, 
and that when fhe wasa child about three years 
old, the went with her mother to vifit a 
friend, who had an ulcerated cancer upon her 
breaft, which had juft been dreffed; and fome 
of the liquor, with which it had been wathed, 
ftanding in a tea-cup upon the table, fhe drank 
-alittle of it. In confequence of this unfortu- 
nate accident, an eating ulcer feized her tongue, 
and one fide of her mouth, about a fortnight 


I aller ; 
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after; making a difmal ravage of the cheek, 
on the outfide as well as on the infide. On 
this account, fhe was put under the care of a 
furgeon of great chara¢ter in London, who 
found much difficulty in ftopping the progrefs 
of the difeafe here. More than twenty years 
after, the leaven fhowed itfelf upon her thigh, 
where fhe had received a contufion by a fall, 
fome years before; and an abfcefs was now 
formed near the bone towards the articulation 
of the hip, which was alfo cured with the ut- 
moft difficulty, bya very able furgeon at Nor 
wich. She enjoyed a tolerably good ftate of 
_ health after this, for about fifteen years, and 
then difcovered a fmall {cirrhous knot in her 
breaft, indolent and moveable, increafing but 
flowly till the time of the ceffation of the 
menttrual difcharge, when it began to increafe 
very confiderably: in a few years it poffeffed 
the whole breaft, and at laft the glands in the 
axilla likewife. ‘The tumour remained in an 
occult ftate as long as fhe lived; but fome 
months before her death, her arm became af- 
feQed as has been deferibed. 


Monf. Dionis fays, that out of twenty women who had 
cancers in their breafts, he obferved fifteen of them were 
feized 
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feized with the difeafe at between 45 and 50 years of age, 
the time when nature generally fuffers a confiderable change 
froma ceffation or diminution of the menftrual evacuation: and 
he alfo fays that he faw many women in the monafteries af- 
Hicted with cancers, who were about that age, in a tour he 
made through the provines? M4 #7 pice, 
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A CASE IN WHICH AN IMMENSE QUANTITY OF BLOODY 
LYMPH WAS CONTAINED IN THE BREAST OF A WO 
MAN ABOUT FORTY YEARS OF AGE3 AND ALL THE 
GLANDS INA VERY PUTRID STATE, 


W O years ago I was in confultation with 

a phyfician and a furgeon in this cafe, 
which much refembled thofe colleGtions of 
bloody lymph mentioned by the celebrated Pro- 
feffor Monro, in vol. 5 of the Med. Efiays, and in 
which we had no fuccefs. It was a dreadful 
cafe indeed, and the patient lived feveral days 
in the utmoft diftrefs, with an invincible lock- 
ed-jaw. This convulfion, thus denominated 
by the moderns, did not pafs unobferved by the 
immortal Hippocrates, as appears in the fe- 
venth book of his Epidemics ; but he knew no 
cure for it: that important difcovery was re- 
ferved for the prefent age; and we have fome 
inftances of cures having been performed, in 
the London Med. Obfervations and Inquiries, 


by the liberal ufe of that divine remedy, opzum, | 


as I have before mentioned, 


REFLECTIONS 
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REFLECTIONS AND REMARKS RELATIVE TO THE EX-= 
TIRPATION OF CANCEROUS BREASTS, &Cy BY INCI« 
SION, 


ROM the fuccefs I have obferved to at- 

tend this operation, in patients of others 
as well as my own, in a fufficient number of 
inftances, I think too much difcouragement 
_ has been given toit. In order to have it fuc~ 
ceed the better, the utmoft attention fhould be 
paid to the eradication of every difeafed glan- 
dular fubftance that can poftibly be difcovered, 
be it ever fo fmall, and not leave any in the 
axilla : and when the operation thall be thought 
advifable, after being deliberately confidered 
in confultation, even where there is fome ad- 
hefion of the tumour to the pectoral mufcle, it 
is certainly right to diffect off a confiderable 
portion of that along with it; and I have feen 
good confequences from fuch praétice. 

A noble lady of tranfcendent virtues and un- 
exampled fortitude, for whom I had the ho- 
nour of performing this operation more than 
fix years ago, has enjoyed a perfectly good ftate 
of health ever fince, which her ladythip has, 
from time to time, given me the great pleafure 

: £2 and 
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and {fatisfaction of knowing, in a manner that 
adds to her dignity and my obligations. In 
her cafe, the glands in the ax://a, and the whole 
breaft, had long been much affected: yet the 
wound not only healed {peedily and kindly, but 
the cicatrice never broke in the leaft degree af- 


- ter it was firft clofed; nor has there been any 
kind of appearance of the difeafe upon that or 
any other part fince, though various reports to 
the contrary, and even very lately, have been 
{pread by bufy people too ready at invention. 

About three years ago I was called into con- 
fultation with a phyfician and a furgeon, fora 
gentlewoman upwards of forty years of age, 
concerning a cancerous diforder of many years 
ftanding, which extended over great part of the 
deltoid muicle. It was now grown much 
worfe, and evidently affected her health in ge- 
neral; probably owing to abforption of putrid 
matter. 

Though this tumour, which had always 
been flat, and had long been ulcerated, had a 
truly carcinomatous appearance, and was ftrong- 
ly attached to the fubjacent mufcle, yet, con- 
_ fidering all circumftances, and that no method 
had procured relief of any confequence, we 
unanimoully propofed the extirpation of it; 

taking 
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taking in an inch of the found {kin, and a con- 
fiderable thicknefs of the mufcular fubftance it- 
felf, in diffecting it off. ‘The operation fuc- 
ceeded happily; the cicatrice ftands perfectly 
well, the can elevate her arm, and ufe it in all 
direGtions, without any impediment ; enjoying 
a much better ftate of health than fhe had done 
During the cure of .the 


for many years. 
wound by the common treatment, alterative 
remedies of the ufual kind were prefcribed, and 
an exact regimen of diet obferved; and when 
it was nearly healed, fuperfcapuiary, fontanels 
were advifed; more particularly on account of 
fome great complaints fhe had been fubject to 
a long while, both in her ftomach and bowels, 


See differtations upon cancers, in the Mem, de l’Acad, 
Roy. de Chirurg. tom. 1 and 35 andin the prize Mem. of 
that fociety upon the fame fubject. | 

There has been a medicine of a cauftic nature, fome 
years in great vogue'in this kingdom, for the extirpation of 
cancers, the bafis of which is fuppofed to be arfenic, quali- 
fied fo as to render it more gentle in its operation; but not- 
withftanding that qualification, it is well known to act with 
a greater or lefs degree of pain as other cauftics do, accord- 
ing to the local, or conftitutional fenfibility of the patient. 
All things deliberately confidered, it appears highly 


probable, the preference will {till be given to the judicious 
ufe of the knife in extirpating cancers. “This matter Mr. 
Gaiaker has {et in a proper light, in his introduction to his » 
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Effays on medical fubjects. Alfo fee what Mr. Becéketig 
who was furgeon to St. Thomas’s Hofpital, fays upon this 
fubject in his chirurgical tra&ts, concerning the ufe of appli- 
cations to cancers which have arfenic in their compofition. 
He concludes by difcouraging their ufe, after having well 
attended to their effets, 


Read Monf. Pibrac’s account of the ufe and fatal effects 


of merc. fublimat. corrofiv. externally applied in cancerous 
cafes, in the 4th vol. of the Mem, de l’Acad. Roy. de Chi- 
rurg. where he alfo decries the internal ufe of it; but taken 
in very {mall dofes, and long continued, I have ob- 
ferved its great efficacy_upon various occafions, as I have 
already mentioned. 


il as i Me eT se 
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AN ABSCESS IN THE PLEURA OPENED AND CURED, 


R. R.N. of M. about forty-five years 
of age, who had, by great intempe- 
rance, injured a good conftitution, was feized 
with a pleurify in the beginning of September, 
1755; on which account he was blooded, and 
treated as regularly, as an untractable patient 
would permit ; but all to little purpofe. Re- 
{piration became difficult, attended with a vio- 
lent cough and continual fever. He grew 
daily worfe in all refpects, and his life appear- 
ed to be in the moft imminent danger ; yet, not 
being truly fenfible of his condition, when 
urged by his friends to do what was proper, he 
rejected their perfuafions, and fhowed an invin- 
cible obftinacy ; but at length his breath be- 
coming fo difficult, as to threaten immediate 
fuffocation, I was called to him in great hatte, 
Odfober the 2sth. | 
Befides thefe fymptoms, I found him great- 
ly emaciated. After {trict inquiry, and ob- 
taining all the information I could from him- 
‘felf, and thofe who attended him, I carefully — 
examined the affected fide, and, comparing it 
I 4 - with 
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with the other, it appeared rather thicker, ef pe- 
cially where he complained of a fixed pain, 
which was between the fifth and fixth rib, 
about the middle of the {pace from the fernum 
to the /pime ; upon which part I underftood he 
had formerly received a blow, though he had 
no complaint in confequence of that accident, 
worth taking notice of, till he was attacked 
with this pleuritic difeafe, 

After having confidered all thefe circum- 
ftances, I was inclined to think an abfcefs was 
formed in the p/eura, and that the matter would 
{oon make its way into the cavity of the ¢Aorax, 
uf it had not already done fo; which confide. 
ration determined me to propofe the operation 
directed in the empyema, without delay, as the 


only means of relieving him. He was very  @ 


much averfe to this; but by reafoning with 
him, and fhowing the im probability of afford- 
ing him reliefin any other manner, joined to 
the earneft entreaty of his relations and friends, 
he did at laft comply with what I propofed. 
The operation was then forthwith perform- 
ed, directly upon the part where he complain- 
edof pain, anda large quantity of fetid mat- 
ter was evacuted. The next day, in order to 
keep the aperture open, for a free difcharge of 
2 the 
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the matter, in the intervals of drefiing, I in- 
troduced a flat hollow tent, dipped into Be/- 
fofte’s compound famaritan baljam; applying 
over it a piece of common platter, having a 
hole in the middle correfponding to the mouth 
of the tent, with a foft comprefs, a laced flan-. 
nel bandage and fcapulary. . The tent was made 
of a leaden canula, covered witha piece of plaf- 
ter, with ears of a fufficient leneth and breadth 
to reft fteadil ly upon the rib above and below, 
confined to the part with {trip ps of plafter. 
This method of dreffing I ee often found 
anfwer the purpofe perfectly well in juch cafes. 
Upon the evacuation of the matter, he was 
immediately relieved, the pain and cough ceafed, 
he breathed freely in every pofition of his body, 
in a fhort time the fever left him, and he reco- 
vered a good appetite. The difcharge was 
very large for about ten days, then became mo- 
derate: when the matter was grown well con- 
ditioned, and the quantity of it much leffened,: 
I left out the tent, and carefully touched the 
circumference of the wound with lap. inferna- 
fis, drefling for the future fuperficially ; and in 
about fix weeks it was perfectly healed. During 
the cure, afs’s milk, balfamics, &c. as ufual 
in (uch cafes, were prefcribed, and he foon res 


covered 
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covered as good a ftate of health, as in the 
former part of his life. 


When we have reafon to fufpe& that an abfcefs may. be 
forming in the pleura, we cannot be too watchful, as it is 
of the utmoft confequence to difcoyer and apen it before it 
burfts and difcharges the matter into the cavity of the tho-~ 
vax. What Mr. Sharp in his Critical Inquiry, and Monf, 
Le Dran in his Operations and Obfervations in Surgery, 
have written upon this fubjeét, with the different kinds of 
empyema and abjceffes in the thorax, deferves to be read with 
_ the greateft attention. Bonetus in his Anatomia pracética has 
alfo a collection of cafes to the fame purpofe, well worth — 


reading, 


A HIS= 
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A HISTORY OF A CASE, AND WHAT APPEARED UPON 
- OPENING THE BODY OF A ROBUST MAN, AGED FORT Y# 
FIVE, 


February the 24th, 1761. 


‘IGHT years before his death he was 
kicked by a horfe, upon the lower part 

of the thorax, towards the right fide. He 
immediately difcharged much blood at the 
mouth, complained of violent pain, and his 
life was thought to be in imminent danger: 
however, by proper treatment, he was relieved, 
but was never after free from complaint, at 
times, upon the injured parts; and, for the 
laft three or four years of his life, every three 
weeks or month, or oftener, he ufed to throw 
up, or pump up, as he exprefled himfelf, a 
confiderable quantity of purulent matter, which 
was thought, though with no good reafon, to 
proceed from his ftomach; and then grow fo 
eafy and well as to follow his ordinary employ- 
ment again. About three weeks before he 
died, he was feized with a violent pain of his 
fide, attended with great difficulty in refpira- 
tion, which was confidered and treated as a 
common 
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common pleuritic diforder, but without any 
relief; nor did he caft up any purulent matter, 
in the ufual manner, as I was informed, for I 
never faw him whilft living ; but received this 
account from a very intelligent perfen, who 
was perfectly well acquainted with every cir- — 
cumftance of his difeafe from the beginning. 
I was defired, with two other furgeons, to 
open the body, in the prefence of the phyfician, 
who had attended the patient in his dying ill- 
nefs. Upon diflection, and a very accurate 
examination of the thorax and abdomen, both 
which cavities were brought in view at the 
fame time, we found all their vifcera found, 
except the lungs, on the fide where the origi- 
nal hurt was received, the invefting membrane 
of which had a very {trong adhefion to the ~ | 
pleura: and in the right lobe of that organ, 
there was a great collection of purulent matter; 


i 
i 


the depending part of which cavity, where the 
matter was contained, was between the fixth 
and feventh ribs, counting from above. This 
was a very favourable place for the operation of 
the empyema; and that might have prolonged * 
the patient’s life, if it had not cured him: but 
the true nature of the difeafe had not been dif- 
covered, confequently that was omitted. The 

matter 
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matter was forcing its own way externally, and 
had penetrated the internal intercoftal mufcle 
between thofe ribs, and made them carious. 
This large cavity containing the matter, ex- 
tended into the right lobe of the lungs, about 
half its breadth and length obliquely upwards ; 
whence the matter, by /ufes formed in the 
air-veflels, was carried into the éronchza, then 
to the ¢rachea, and fo'evacuated by the mouth, 
when the cavity was full: and when he was 
about pumping it up, as he called it, he ufed 
to throw himfelf upon the oppofite fide, or put 
his head between his knees ; in which pofture 
it would fometimes run out fpontaneoully, with- 
out any force, more than the natural action of 
the lungs and diaphragm, to expel it. It is 
alfo farther remarkable in this cafe, that the 
patient was fat and full of fleth, without ever 
having had any fymptoms of a wafting hectic, 
from the matter lying continually in the lungs 
for fo many years. 


ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER CASE, IN WHICH THE NATURE OF IT WAS 
NOT FULLY DISCOVERED, TILL THE Bopy WAS 
OPENED AFTER DEATH, 


N Fanuary 1765, I was defired, with a phy- 

. fician and two furgeons, to vifit a poor girl, 
about twenty years of age, who had a tumour, 
of many months duration, upon her loins; at 
which part two of the vertebr¢ projected con- 
fiderably. The fummer preceding, the had 
pulmonic complaints ; Whence it was appre- 
hended, that the matter, evident in this tu- 
mour, might be originally formed in the lungs, 
or fome other part in the thoracic cavity, and 
have gradually defcended, though we could not 
be well informed, whether there had been any 
figns of an empyema immediately in confequence 
of the pulmonic diforder : but what fren ethen- 
ed the conje@ure, was my having obferved 
three or four cafes, in which the matter was 
originally colle@ted in the cavity of the thorax, 
and {howed itfelf in the lumbar region. 

Some time after opening the tumour, which 
contained a very ill-conditioned, acrimonious 
matter, the alfo expectorated a putrid /anzies, 
which circumftance confirmed our opinion. 

In 
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In this miferable condition the lingered many 
months; and what ftill added to her diftrefs, 
about two months before fhe died, her lower 
extremities became paralytic, from the Spinal 
marrow being affected. 

Upon opening the body, we found more 
than a common adhefion of the lungs to the 
pleura; they were in a manner grown into one 
fubftance, not to be feparated without tearing 
the parts. Here the fource of the difeafe ap- 
peared, communicating with the tumour that 
‘was opened upon the loins. All the interme- 
diate vertebrae, from the fourth of the back to 
the third of the loins, were more or lefs cari- 
ous; and the ribs at their junction with the 
vertebre, and under the adhefion of the lungs 
and pleura, were affected in the like manner. 


AN 
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AN ENCYSTED TUMOUR SITUATED BETWEEN ‘THe 
MUSCLES OF THE ABDOMEN AND THE PERITO< 
NEUM, 


h WR. C,. M. aman of more than ordinary 
Y# bodily vigour and mufcular {trength, 
aged about thirty-five, received fome blows up- 
on the abdomen in a boxing match, which were 
not attended with any worfe confequences than 
flight tranfient pains, for the fpace of four or 
five years; after which period, a circum{cribed 
tumour appeared three or four inches round the 
navel, accompanied with a conftant obtufe 
pain. In this ftate it remained feveral years, 
making but a flow progrefs ; and the dragnoffics 
were fo obfcure, that thofe whofe advice he 
took, were very dubious concerning the nature 
of his difeafe. | 

About ten years were elapfed fince the acci« 
dent, when he came to afk my opinion, O¢fo 
ber the rath, 1741. After confidering the de- 
tail he gave me of his cafe from the beginning, 
and ftrictly examining the tumour, which was 
increafed in the laft fix months to a great fize, 
extending moft towards the zzguen, I was in- 
_ clined to think it of the lymphatic and encyfted 
kind. 
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kind. His health had long been greatly im- 


paired, the tumour was prominent and much 
inflamed at the navel, the matter feemed to 
have made its way through the cyft, and juft 
ready to break through the fkin. 

T attended him as foon as he returned home, 
and upon attempting to rife from his feat, when 
I entered the room, the fkin broke, and a large 
quantity of a brown, lymphatic fluid, flowed 
out at the navel: _ As the matter had made its 
own way, he would not fuffer me to make an 
opening at the bottom of the tumour, either by 
incifion or cauftic, as I propofed and urged ; 
nor yet to remove the thin teguments at the 
navel by knife or fciffars, 1n order to procure a 
more free and uninterrupted exit to the matter ; 
but through much perfuafion he did allow me 
to touch them with a piece of the pipe-form 
lap. infernalis. Next day the aperture was 
plugged up with a ftiff gelatinous fubftance, 
which I extraéted with my forceps, and then, 
after pufhing back the cyft, at leaft three pints 
of the fame kind of fluid gufhed out. The 
dreffing was after the ufual manner, and when 
the e/char fell off, I touched the parts again 
with the cauftic, as much as an ungovernable 
patient would allow ; aiming to open, by this 

Vou. Il. K. means, 
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means, an ample paflage for the cyft. Thus 
| proceeded, and on November the 3d, when I © | 
removed the dreflings, I found the cyft, re~ 
fembling an inflated inteftine, ftrangled in the 
opening, ftill too narrow to admit of an eafy 
extraction ; but with great care and trouble, I 
did extract it whole. It was in fubftance about 
the thicknefs of the large inteftines, very pu~-' 
_trid, and had a cadaverous fmell exceffively of- 
fenfive. A few days after, I extraéted another 
entire cyft of a {maller fize. 

There was now an immoderate difcharge 
of a fetid matter, highly acrimonious, which 
excoriated the fkin, and turned filver in a mi- 
nute’s time like copper, as if put intoacorro- | 
five fpirit. He had a cough, was heétical, — 
and daily loft flefh and ftrength; yet, as the 
eyfts were comeaway, this untractable, incon- 
fiderate patient, thought he fhould. foon be 
cured, and all the arguments I could ufe were 
not prevalent enough to convince him, that 
much {till depended upon making an opening at 
the bottom of the /izus, which was very capa- 
cious. Under thefe circumftances I was great~ 
ly embarrafied, and dreading the, worft confe- 
quences would attend the conftant abforption — 
of putrid matter into the blood, I infifted upon 7 

acon= | 


IN SURGERY. - Nagy 


a confultation, in hopes the refult of it would 
influence him to fubmit to what appeared to 
me abfolutely neceflary to be fpeedily done. 

_ A very eminent phyfician and furgeon *, in 
the city of Norwich, were accordingly con- 
fulted, and after examining the part, and con- 
fidering the condition the patient was in, they 
peremptorily told him, he muft fubmit to a 
depending opening being made, as I had pro- 
pofed, if he would give himfelf a chance for his 
life. The thicknefs of the parts, I believe, 
was about two inches, through which an open-~ 
ing was agreed upon to be made by .a cauftice 
I forefaw the difficulty that would attend ef- 
fecting it, by the common manner of applying 
the cauftic; therefore, after moiftening the 
{kin with a few drops of warm water, I began 
with rubbing it gently with a piece of pipe- 
form /apis infernalis; and having thus morti- 
fied the {kin and membrana adipofa, I divided 
the e/char immediately with a lancet, laying 
the mufcle in view, and thrufting the point of 
the lancet a little way into it; I then took a 
pointed piece of the cauftic-ftone, and by turn- 
ing and pufhing it with a moderate force, 


* Dottor Offey and Mr, Amyas. 
KZ wrought 
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wrought into the bottom of the /ius, as the 
probe directed, in lefs than half an hour: 
through this opening I drew a feton, dipped in 
Bellofte’s compound famaritan balfam, and foon 
gained a free difcharge of the matter at this 
depending place, immediately above the ring 
of the mufcle on the right fide. | 
Within a week or ten days there was a vifi- 
ble amendment in the patient’s health, and the 
matter grew better conditioned. Soon after 
the e/char was digefted off, I difcontinued the 
feton, introducing a leaden canula in it’s ftead 
through which the matter paffed uninterrupt- 
ed, and ordered a flannel body-piece to be 
laced on, with an eafy comprefs ftitched to it, 
to reft upon the fuperior part of the Axus, 
When the matter appeared well conditioned, 
and in a fmall quantity, I left out the canula, 
and dreffed fuperficially, only with dry lint and 
a common plafter. By this treatment, with 
a few internals and drinking afs’s milk, he was 
perfectly cured in about four months. He 
lived many years after, and often told me he 
enjoyed as good health as in the former part of 
his life; without finding gany confiderable dimi- — 
nution of his frengehs He died at laft in 
confequence 
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confequence of a mad frolick, by a fall from 
his horfe. | 


From what I have obferved myfelf, in a variety of in< 
ftances, I have reafon to believe, the application of the /a- 
pis infernalis, in the manner I have defcribed, will be found 
moft eligible, as it acts much quicker, and the ¢/char can 
be made of the very dimenfions we chufe. The cauftic 
and oppofite cauflic, as it is called and recommended by 
Dr. Barry, in the 4th vol. of the Edinburgh Medical Ef- 
fays, act very powerfully; which method was practifed by 
Wifeman, in deftroying ftrumous glands, and upon his au- 
thority I followed it, on various occafions, long before 


Do&tor Barry’s recommendation of it. See note at the 


_ end of the chapter concerning applications neceflary in the 
cure of wounds, in vol. 1, p. 141. 
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1 the year 1749, I was confulted in this” : 
cafe by a gentleman’s wife, wherein the a 
parts fufpending the amus had been fo relaxed , | 
for a long time, that fhe was not able to walk _ j 
acrofs the room without its prolapfing. On 
this occafion I thought of the fteel machine 
reprefented in pl. 8, which immediately an- 
{wered the purpofe fo well, as to enable her to 
follow her family affairs with eafe < dcom- 
fort; it was not long before the could walk e 
fome miles, and ride on horfeback with it, “ : 
without any confiderable inconvenience. 7 
She had been grievoufly affi@ed with the — 
bleeding piles almoft all her life; at length, 
from one of them, that was increafed to a large . 
fize, fuch an hemorrhage enfued, as brought 
her life into moft imminent danger. Upon 
this account I was confulted again in 17651, 
and was of opinion with her phyfician and fur- 
geon in ordinary, that nothing could be done 
with a profpect of relief, without taking it off; _ 
confequently the operation was forthwith per- 
formed by excifion, after paffing a ligature 
about its bafis, as in extirpating a toafil, which, 
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in all probability, faved her life, as her folids 
were greatly relaxed, and her blood exceeding- 
ly impoverifhed, by the long continuance of 
the bleeding, that had fruftrated all other means 
that had been ufed. 

She was of a coftive habit, and whatever 
medicines were prefcribed to remedy that in- 
convenience foon loft their effect. Sea-water 
was at laft tried, which agreed with her; it 
an{wered the intention perfectly well, and does 
_ fo to this day, in the fame {mall quantity as at 
firft ufing it, though fhe has drunk it almoft 
fifteen years. 
~ As foon as fhe could bear the machine or 
trufs after the operation, fhe wore it again, and. 
now cannot goat all without it. Were it not 
for this affiftance, in her own opinion, her life 
muft have been extremely miferable, could it 
have been preferved: and I have received ac- 
counts of feveral perfons having found great 
relief by a trufs of this kind, as well as the like 
advantages in patients of my own*, 


* J was concerned fome time ago with an eminent fur- 
geon in the excifion of many large piles, without the ufe of 
ligatures, and the hemorrhage was reftrained with very lit- 
tle trouble, by pledgets of long Jint moiftened in a vitriolic 
folution. Read Monf. Le Dran’s Operations, Obferva- 
tions, and Confultations, relative to this part of furgery. 
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She wears the bow upon the upper part of her 
chips, the flat upright part under her ftays up 
the /pzne, and fixes the band at the bottom of 
the abdomen. In this manner fhe finds that it 
keeps well fixed upon the part; and that upon 
any occafion, now fhe is ufed to the manage- 
ment of it, fhe can eafily flip it afide, andad- 
‘juft itagain. The dimenfions for her, who is 
of a common fize, are 15 inches long, pro- 
perly turned, and made rounding where it 
pafles between the hips; the flat part of it, 
made a little tapering, is about two inches 
broad at the top; the pad is of an oval form, 
near an inch broad, well ttuffed and prominent 
in the middie; the bow is 18 inches long and 
‘one broad, thin and very elaftic, and fo curved 
as to fit eafy upon the parts; the band is 20 
inches long ; the whole of the machine is co- 
vered with foft oiled leather, and ftuffed where 
neceflary for the patient’s eafe. Great care is 
required in taking the meafure, to have it well 
fitted to the parts, with an eafy and regular 
bearing every where; and it fhould be made of 
fuch well-tempered fluff, as the workmen term 
it, as will admit of bending and altering to 
adapt it properly. ‘The beit way of meafuring 
for this, as well as for common truffles, is with 


a wire; 


San 
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-awire, which can be turned every way, and 


will ftand to the form or make of the parts. 


Additions and alterations may be made in this machine 
occafionally, at the difcretion of the furgeon; perhaps an- 
other bow to pafs over the loins, a fufpenfory from the 
fhoulders, or a ftrap between the thighs, coming from the 
wailtband, and hanging unto a hook on the outtide of the 
pad, &c. may be found neceflary to fix it fteadily and well 
in fome cafes.—~—-In order to have an opportunity of turn- 
ing it back out of the way upon any occafion, a joint may 
be made juft below the bow, letting the ends lap a little 
‘one over the other, to be fixedat a proper diftance from the 
joint, by turning a {mall button, after pafling through a flit, 
in fuch a manner as any ingenious workman will eafily con- 
€eive, from what is reprefented in the plate annexed, 


OF 
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OF THE DREADFUL CONSEQUENCES OF INDURATED 
EXCREMENTS ACCUMULATED IN THE RECTUM. 


oO FEW years fince I was denis: with a 
e -phyfician of the higheft character*, to 
attend a patient who had long been in other 
hands, and the cafe treated as an obftinate diar- 
rhea; and now a total {upprefiion of urine had 
attended the other diforder for many days. 
The great difcernment of this excellent practi- 
tioner made him ftrongly fufpect what was 
really the caufe of both complaints: on which 
account I was fent for, and upon examining 
the rectum. with my finger, I found it crouded 
with hardened excrements, in large diftin@ 
lumps, by the fide of which fome thin faces 
frequently efcaped, and deceived thofe who had 
before been concerned, who did not think of 
examining the rectum. ‘The bladder was fo 
diftended with urine, that we could plainly ob- 
ferve its figure rifing up near to the navel, and 
eafily feel the fluctuation of the fluid init. As 


* Doctor Ojfiey of Norwich, a gentleman of the BE, 
ref{pectable character out of his profeffion as well as in it. 


the 
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the fuppreffion of urine was become the moft 
diftrefsful circumftance, and attended with ex- 
treme pain, I propofed attempting to pafs a 
catheter direGly, and fucceeded with very little 
difficulty, notwithftanding the refiftance and | 
preflure of the excrements at the neck of the 
bladder, and drew off feveral pints of urine. | 
After giving the patient this relief, I made room 
in the recfum to inject, with a large ivory fy- 
ringe, warm o/. o/ivar. as far up as poffible, 
which operation was frequently performed, 
and in the fpace of twelve hours brought away 
an’ immenfe quantity of indurated lumps of 
excrements, fome of a vatt fize, to his inex- 
_ preffible eafe and comfort, as he had for fome 
weeks been in the utmoft diftrefs. 

I have been concerned in fome fuch oppref- 
five cafes as thefe, where I have been forced to 
ufe a fcoop, like that ufed in “thotomy, before 
any kind of injection could take effect ;_parti- 
cularly in one attending a hemiplegia, for want 
of due attention at firft. In this cafe I was 
affured the patient had not had the leatt feca/ dil- 

charge for a month; and to this circumftance © 
_ the perfons who attended her conttantly {poke 
in the moft pofitive terms, when I queftioned 


the truth of what they afierted. 
Here; 
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Here, the rectum, which is very capacious, — ; 
was diftended with excrements to its utmoft 
limits, the parts having totally loft their ex- 
pulfive power ; and to remove them fufficiently 
to admit of injections, to any purpok, proved 
a very tedious and laborious piece of work, — 
which I performed principally with a marrow ~ 
{poon, an inftrument the beft adapted for fuch ~ 
an operation that I could procure upon this — 
exigence, 


£N 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY CASE OF BILIARY CONCRETIONS? 
PASSING THROUGH, IN CONSEQUENCE OF AN ABSCESS 
FORMED UNDER THE FALSE RIBS. 


November the 15th, 1760. 


R. Carter, houfe-fteward to Sir Armine 

Wodehoufe, about fixty years of age, was 
{eized, fifteen or fixteen years ago, with a vio- 
lent pain in his ftomach, as he exprefied it 
himfelf; which returned, at times, very fe- 
verely, for the fpace of two years, and then 
went off almoft entirely. During all this time 
he was free from fymptoms of the jaundice, 
but his complexion denoted a difeafe of the li- 
ver ; and probably the pain he formerly com- 
plained of, arofe from the irritation of fome 
fuch concretions, in their paffage through the 
cyftic or other duc?s. 

About two years fince, he fell upon the re- 
gion of the liver, acro{s a wooden horfe ufed in 
fawing billet ; for which accident he neglected 
to apply toa furgeon, having no other com- 
plaint, immediately in confequence of the fall, 

than a little tendernefs upon the part, as might 
arife from a flight contufion, which went off 


i 
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in about a month. He remained eafy till May | 
1760, when he firft obferved fome thicknefs ' 
of the teguments, of a {mall extent, juft bes j 
neath the fhort ribs; but attended with no ‘ 
pain, except a little pricking fenfation on the — 
right fide when he ftooped , nor was there then _ 


the leaft appearance of inflammation or difco- 
loration upon the fkin. ‘The tumour gradually 


increafed, inafew weeks, to the length of fix 
inches, in the courfe of the ribs, and four — 


in breadth, and in this ftate it remained till 


the Auguft following, when the {kin became 


thin and inflamed in the centre, the dimenfions 


of a large pea, where it was fuffered to burft of — 


its own accord: at which opening a great 


quantity of ichor was difcharged, but the pa- q 


tient could not certainly fay, whether it had or 
had not a bilious colour or appearance. This 
{pontaneous opening foon clofed, fo far as not 
to admit of the {malleft probe, when he ap- 
plied to a furgeon, though, at the fame time, 
the difcharge indubitably proved there was 
fome /inus of great extent. 

At the time above-mentioned, Nov. 1sth, 
1760, the patient came to me, with his fur- 
geon, at his mafter’s defire. We could not 


then introduce the fmalleft probe, but the ftilet 
of 
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of a catheter entered readily, almoft in an ho- 
rizontal line, in an erect pofture, about two 
inches, where it {topped againft fome folid fub- 
ftance, which feemed firmly fixed. Weagreed, 
that the opening {hould be fufficiently enlarged: 
when he returned home, after which the fur 
geon extracted a biliary concretion, about the 
fize of a large garden-pea, and in a few days 
twenty-four more came forward, fo as to be 
eafily extracted. They much refembled old, 
hard ca/ile-foap, and were deprefied into vari- 
ous irregular, angular figures, as delineated in 
pl.g. ‘They were fo inflammable as to be en 
tirely confumed in {moke and flame, upona hot 
iron, except a {mall portion of a terrene matter ; - 
one of them, being burnt’in that manner, filled . 
the room with a {trong gummous fcent.* 

The aperture was kept open with a leaden 
canula, in order to give a free exit to the maté 
ter, and facilitate the expulfion of more cons. 
cretions, that might remain in the part; and 
by the dugu/t following he had voided fixty- 
eight of thefeftones. At this time, upon pay- 
ing a vilit to Sir Armine Wodeboufe, I found 
our patient in better health than he had been 


* See Doctor Cre’s excellent book upon biliary conere+ 
tions, | 
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160. CASES AND REMARKS 


for many years, and much freer from an afth- 
matic complaint he had long been affliGted 
with, following his bufinefs wih eafe and fa- 
tisfaction : but finding fome little inconvenience 
attended keeping the paflage open, he was much _ 
inclined to leave out the canula, and fuffer it _ 
to clofe ; againft which ftep I ftrongly remon- 
{trated ; and after fhowing him of what con- 
fequence it appeared, to have the opening pre- 
ferved, both to give room for the expulfion of 
more f{tones, which might ftill remain behind, and 
on account of his afthmatic diforder, &c. he 
yielded to my advice, though with fome re- 
luctance. | | 

_ When I attended one of Sir Armine Wode- 
— boufe’s fons*, in December 1762, with Doéor 
Offiey, we ftrictly inquired and examined toge- 
ther into Mr. Carter’s ftate and condition. 
We found the canula ftill in the fiftula, and 
advifed the continuance of it, by all means: 


* This young gentleman’s cafe was a paralyfis of the 
lower extremities, from the lumbar region, occafioned by 
_ violently exercifing himfelf at cricket, and then fwimming 
in the Thames, imprudently going into the water when in. 
afweat. Cupping with fcarification upon the mufcles of 
the loins, on each fide the fpine, where he complained of 
pain upon prefiure, proved of fingular fervice in the cure. 


wthat 
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«that he had voided no concretions fince 
Auguft 1761 :—that his health in general was 
much: improved :—that he breathed well :—— 
that he had, in a great meafure, loft the cop- 
per-colour of his face, denoting an hepatic 
- difeafe; and that he was grown as full of 
flefh, according to his own account, as in the 
former part of his life, before this diforder came > 
upon him. 

In the 1ft vol. of the Mem. of the By 
Academy of Surgery at Parts, and in the firft 
Memoir, concerning tumours of the gall-blad- 
der, written by Monf: Petit, are three cafes 
related, from: Leauté, Peyronie, and Saurau, 
well worth reading on this occafion; but a pre- 
cedent more pertinent and fimilar to the cafe I 
have been relating, than I can find in any other 
book, is recorded by Bonetus, in his collection 
of rare cafes; entitled, Medicina eptentrionalis 
collatitia, vol. 1. p. 657; for which reafon, 
and becaufe that work is in but few hands, I 
have tranfcribed the whole from it.* : 

Pex. Beggs bein Bl ysiideh 2a 2 


* ©-Caleuli ex Abfceffu circa Hepar. 
¢ Pauci elapfi funt anni, quod hic Uratiflavie vixerit, 
© Johannes Grofchius, économus Xenodochii ad Spiritum 
c Sanctum, vir robuftus ac validz conftitutionis, tempe~ 
‘ ramenti 
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In Sanuary 1769, I was again called to this 
patient, and found him in a jaundice, with 
total lofs of appetite, and greatly emaciated ; 
indeed, all circumftances confidered, I thought 
his life but of fhort duration: however, as this 
change happened upon fuffering the ulcer to 
clofe, I ordered it to be opened again direétly, 
and to be kept open with the canula, as before, 

prefcribing 


¢ ramenti fanguineo-cholerici, Hunc quondam menfe ju- 
© nio anno ztatis 60, defubito rigor vehemens invafit, cui 
“ poftliminio dolores in hypochondrio dextro ad regionem 
¢ hepatis una cum tumore nucem juglandem zquante ac- 
¢ ceflerunt. ‘Tumor is, doloribus perfiftentibus, intra fe- 
‘ meftre fpatium adeo increvit, ut tandem panem filigineum 
‘ Uratiflavienfem quantitate tantum non fuperaret, ficque 
€ induruit ut fcirrhum referret. Quanquam vero affectui 
‘ huic cura diligentior adhibenda fuiffet, agrotus tamen nec 
¢ medico nec chirurgo ufus, fed fui ipfe curam fufcipere 
‘ aufus eft; interné quidem balfamum fulphuris, aliquan- 
¢ diu fingulis diebus, deinceps bis terve in feptimana, ut et 
¢ nonnunquam pulverem cardui benediéti adhibuit, et pro 
¢ evacuatione quandoque, velut pro libitu, rhabarbarum ; 
¢ externe vero ab initio ad finem morbi nil nifi emplaftrum 
*¢ Jenfigneri Norinbergenfe tumori applicuit. Tandem 
* aliquando contigit, ut circa Feftum Nativitatis Chrifti, 
‘ dum noctu zgrotus dormiret, fe haud fentiente, tumor 
* rumperetur, unde magna quantitas materiz pultis inftar 
‘ craffz, cinericei coloris, integris quatuor feptimanis pro- 
© duxit, donec tumor quafi omnino defideret. 


© Poft 
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prefcribing fome common remedies; upon 
which, ina fhort time, the threatening fymp- 
toms went off, and he recovered his appetite, 
fleth, and ftrength, at feventy-fix; enjoying 
good health for fome years after, beyond our 
expectation. 


nw 


“~ 


A 


aA 


© Poft hec ex vulnere, quod interea in fiftulam degene- 
raverat, atque in nonum ufque annum, indito in id in- 
ftrumento argenteo apertum fervabatur, juxta cum hu- 
more ichorofo, fucceffivi plurimi lapilli provenerunt, di- 
verfee magnitudinis, forme & figure, fic ut alii triangu- 
lares, alii quadrangulares, alii fexangulares, deprehenfi 
fint, inter quos majores, glandibus faginis, minores vero, 
granis eric fimiles erant. | 

€ Iidem coloris funt extrinfecus fub-punicei, inftar caf- 
tanearim nondum omnino maturarum, inducti tenui quo- 
dam cortice, intrinfecus lutei inftar rhabarbari, quo egro- 
tus fepius utebatur. De cetero lapilli dicti funt friabiles, 
pondere admodum leves, ac numerum eorum novem an- 
norum fpatio excretorum quingentenarium aut fexcente- 
narium zquare, heredes xgroti affirmant; eorundem 
etiam lapillorum nonnullorum numerum ad 80 apud me 
affervo. Quamdiu vulnus apertum confervatum eft, et 
lapilli excreti funt, catera vir ille bene valuit, et ad que- 
vis fua munia obeunda, fupra morem ztatis, expeditus & 
alacer; quamprimum vero vulnus fua {ponte coaluit, in 
alios morbos incidit, praecipué vero interdum in afthma, 
interdum in itterum, fepius in diarrhceam, quorum 
morborum unus tandem quoque ipfi vitam extinxit, poft- 
quam 72 etatis annum acceffiffet.’ 4 Godofr. Thilefio. 


L 2 . AN 


/ 
/ 


164 CASES AND REMARKS 


AN EXTRAORDINARY ENCYSTED TUMOUR FORMED IN 
THE MIDDLE AND VERY SUBSTANCE OF THE LIVER. 


N the year 1763, a furgeon of eminence in 

the city of Norwich defired a phyfician, with 
me, to fee a girl about nine years of age, who 
had a {welling upon the region of the liver, ex- 
tending almoft acrofs the abdomen, and into the 
thorax, as evidently appeared by the ribs bulg- 
ing there on the right fide, quite to the fupe- 
rior part of it. It was fuppofed to proceed 
from a contufion received by a fall three or four 
years before; and, upon ftrict examination, 
the difeafe appeared to us an enlargement of 
the liver: befides which, we were alfo very 
fenfible of a flu€tuation of fome kind of fluid. 
The child was in conftant pain, labouring 
much for breath; on which account, a few 
days after, at the mother’s earneft entreaty, the 
furgeon was induced to make a puncture with 
a lancet, rather to fatisfy her importunity, 
than expecting any advantage would acrue. 
Only a fmall quantity of fluid was difcharged, 
and next day fhe died, 


Upon 
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Upon opening the body, we found the liver 
of an enormous fize; it had forced its way al- 
moft to the clavicle, carrying the diaphragm — 
with it, and comprefled the right lobe of the 
lungs to fuch a degree, that it could not be in- 
flated with air. It alfo adhered very {trongly 
to the diaphragm, as did the lungs to the pleu- 
ra; and the heart, flabby and fhrunk, wasere- 
duced to very narrow limits, on the other fide: 
In the very body of the liver was a thick cyit, 
refembling tripe, which contained near five 
pints of a lymphatic fluid, lightly tinged with 
bile; which cyft was fo entirely difengaged, 
that upon making a large longitudinal incifion 
into the fubftance of the liver, it inftantly flip- 
ped out, to our great furprife. 


[, » A SIN 
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A SINGULAR CASE OF THE STONE. 


H. of P. aged 48, had been fubject to the 

* ftone from his infancy ; was fearched, and 
fhould have been cut at eight years of age. 
His conftitution was naturally robuft, but he 
had much impaired it by drinking, and living 


a very intemperate life. 


The operation was performed, on Yune the 


8th, 1746, after Marianus’s method, by Mr. 
Harmer, \ate of Norwich, an experienced li- 
thotomift. It was found impracticable to ex- 
tract the ftone through a wound of the com- 
mon fize, which the operator had made, or to 
break it by the force of the forceps ; therefore, 
at his defire, I divided the parts*occafionally, 
as he continued a gentle extraction. 

There was no reafon to expect the wound 
would ever be perfectly healed, after the ex- 
traction of a ftone of that enormous fize; but 
he had no fymptoms that threatened his life in 
confequence of the operation. He died in 
April 1751, and conftantly walked abroad till 
a few days before his death. 

The 
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The ftone is reprefented in pl. 9. fig. 1. It 


weighed near 15 ounces, and I believe is the 
 largeft we have upon record, taken from a liv- 
ing fubje&t. I have it now in my poffeffion. 
It is of a hard texture, and has a fubftance like 
fpar, to a confiderable thicknefs, upon many 
parts of its furface. 


The wound remained in a foul and bad condition, and 
was made worfe by being conftantly wetted with the urine, 
which prevented all applications from having their proper 
effect. Thefe circumftances induced this poor, unhappy 
fufferer, to endeavour to tempt alittle favourite dog to lick 
the parts; and in a fhort time he was fo well inftructed in 
his bufinefs, that whenever his mafter laid down and unco- 
vered them, he immediately went to work with his tongue, 
which afforded a pleafing fenfation; and then the application 
of foft, ‘dry linen cloths, gave him more eafe than any ap- 
plications his furgeon furnifhed him with. As long as he 
lived his dog was his furgeon, and kept the wound tolerably 
clean and eafy, to his great comfort and fatisfaction, as he 
often told me. Bellofte, in his Hofpital-Surgeon, has a 
differtation upon the balfamic qualities of a dog’s tongue, in 
a letter to his friend A4. Sancaffani, written in anfwer to 


fome queries. 


Lee | A CASE 


168 CASES AND REMARKS 
% 


A CASE IN WHICH SIXTEEN STONES WERE EXTRACTED 
- OUT OF THE URETHRA AND BLADDER, 


Hi E peifon from whom thefe {tones were 
taken, as reprefented in pl. g. fig. 2. 
was cut for the ftone at four years of age, by 
Mr. Donne, of Derebam, an expert litho- 
tomift, as well as a very able furgeon. No- 
thing particular occurred in the operation ; but 
when the wound was almoft cicatrized, the 
urine not having paffed through it for near a 
week, as the child was tumbling upon the bed, 
he fell aftride on the frameof the bedftead ; by 
which accident the wound was broke open, 
and the adjacent parts violently contufed; and 
afterwards it could not be perfectly healed. 
He was again brought under Mr. Donne’s 


care ten years after, who, upon ftrict examina-. 


tion, difcovered a hard body, in the courfe of 
the urethra, from the /crotum into the bladder. 
Thefe {tones were then eafily extracted, through 
a wound of between two and three inches long, 
All of them were contiguous, and bedded the 
oneinto the other. That which appears of an 

irregular, 
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irregular, oval figure at one end, was loft in the 

_ ferotum; the two at the other end, being all 
that were found in the bladder, much refem- 
bled the ball and focket of a bone, and at fiuft 
fight had more the appearance of bone than 
ftone. All the other were like alabafter in co~ 
Jour, and of as fine, or rather a finer polith. 
Various attempts were made to cure the wound, 
but all in vain. When I faw this patient, he . 
was aftout, ftrong man, aged 24, and feemed 
not to want health in any other re{pect. 

I had the above narrative given me, as well 
as the opportunity of examining the patient, 
when I was with Mr. Done, in November 
1755, on account of his cutting a young gen- 
tieman for the ftone; in whole cafe, and alfo 
in the operation, there were fome remarkable 
circumftances. It was obferved, that the pa- 
tient’s bladder was frequently feized with a 
{fpafmodic contraction, and that his urine al. 
ways ran from him then involuntarily. As 
foon as incifion was made into the ftaff, this 
fpafm forced out the urine, before the operator 
could introduce the gorget into the bladder; 
and upon introducing the forceps he could not 
find. the ftone: after fearching fome time he 
withdrew them, felt with his finger, and de- 

fired 
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fired me and another furgeon to do the fame: 
we could not feel any, but all of us were fen- 
fible of an unufual ftriCture at the extremity of 
our fingers: after a little farther fearch in the 


common pofture, we removed the ligatures, — 


and placed the patient in an upright fitting pof- 
ture, and then preffing {trongly upon the abdo- 
men, relaxed the ftricture, and brought the 
{tone inftantly down to the neck of the blad- 
der, when it was eafily extracted. 

This patient was an unpromifing fubjed, 
much emaciated and hectical; yet the fymp- 
toms after the operation were very favourable, 
‘and he foon recovered a good ftate of health. 


a CASE 


P 
re 
A 


Pt er 
bef, zs 7 
eae 


#, ‘ x " \ 
Vn Pm Nis yp 
er fy: th NA \ 
ee 5s ee ae 


IN SURGERY. | 171 


y 


A CASE WHEREIN TWO STONES WERE LODGED IN A 
SCIRRHOUS BLADDER. | 


(1 OME years ago I was defired to attend 
an operation for the ftone, in a boy about 
eight years of age.—At the time appointed the 
patient was ill of a putrid fever, which condition 
alone then abfolutely forbade performing the 
operation; but as I had not feen the patient 
before, the furgeon defired I would fearch him. 
When the found was advanced near to the en- 
trance into the bladder, I was fenfible of a 
greater refiftance than ordinary ; upon which 
I introduced my finger into the rectum, and as 
far as I could reach with it, I felta great degree of 
hardnefs about the neck of the bladder, &c. 
whence I concluded thofe parts were ina {cir- 
rhous ftate, which was a difcouraging circum- 
{tance to the operation, had he recovered of the 
fever. Upon opening the body the whole 
bladder was found fcirrhous, refembling the 
gizzard of a fowl, and the cavity, which had 
two very finall {tones in it, would not contain 
more than a fpoonful of urine. Had the ope- 
ration been attempted, probably, under fuch 
I | circum- 
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circumitances, the gorget might have been 
thruit through the bladder, letting down the 
inteftines, to the great difcredit of the furgeon. 

Upon relating this cafe to my good friend 
Mr. Warner, he defired, and I fent him, the 
bladder with the ftones in it, as the furgeon 
tranfmitted them. to me*. 


* Mr. Warner has given a print of them in the laft edi«. 
tion of his Cafes in Surgery. E, 
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@F STONES LONG FIXED IN THE URETHRA, HAPPILY 
REMOVED, IN & SHORT TIME, WiTH GREAT EASE. 


N the year 1761, I was called to a perfon 
upwards of fifty years of age, under a total 
fuppreflion of urine of two days continuance; 
and who for many weeks before had voided his 
urine gu¢tatin, attended with great pain. The 
caufe of this complaint in the wrethra was fup- 
pofed to be a ftri€ture, or fome other venereal 
fymptom, he having long been fubje& to that 
difeafe, in a great degree. I introduced a bou- 
gie, and, at two or three inches from the end 
of the penis, met with an obftacle, which ir- 
refiftibly prevented its pafling. I then tried 
with a fmall catheter, and by that found the 
refiftance was owing to a ftone ; with fome dif- 
ficulty I got the inftrument paft it, but met 
with two more ftones, before it reached the 
bladder. By this means I drew off about four 
pints of foul urine: and immediately after this 
evacuation, I injected fine oil, by an ivory fy- 
singe with a long flender pipe, let him blood, 
ordered 
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ordered an emollient clyfter, and an anodyne 
draught; earneftly defiring him to drink com- 
mon emulfion, and fuch kinds of liquors very 
freely ; and that oil might be inje@ed every 
hour or two, in the manner which has been 
directed. ‘This method fucceeded fo happily, 
as to procure the patient immediate relief, after 
having been long in the utmoft diftrefs; and 
in the {pace of eight hours, the canal being 
well lubricated with the oil, by the current of 
the urine alone, three angular ftones, of a 
confiderable fize, were expelled with very little 
pain. 

By the fame means, a few months ago, I 
relieved a young man brought to me by a phy- 
fician, who had a ftone lodged in the middle 
of the wrethra; butin this cafe the fymptoms 
were not fo violent as in the preceding. 

Under fuch circumftances as thefe, putting 
the patient into a warm bath immediately after 
adminiftering an emollient clyfter, and inje@- 
ing the oil, may greatly affift in the expulfion 
of the ftone. 


That great and good man, Doftor Hales, to whom the 
world is infinitely obliged, invented an inftrument refem- 
bling tweezers, paffing through a filver canula, in order 

te 
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to extract ftones out of the urethra, and firft commu- 
nicated it to Mr. Serjeant Ranby, which received his’ 
approbation, as well as that of many other furgeons.—- 
See his Statical Eflays, at the conclufion of Experim. 
ii. upon the human Calculus. 


THE 
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SHE CASE RELATING TO THE THREE STONES DE= 
LINEATED IN PLi g. FIG. 3. 


R. P. a very reputable tradefman in the 

city of Norwich, now upwards of fixty 

years of age, voided thofe ftones when about 
fixteen years old. Before that time he had 
never fuffered any acute pain in the region of 
the kidnies; but by a violent fhock in a fall 
down ftairs, the ftones were diflodged from 
their long refidence; and then pain to an ex- 
ceffive degree immediately enfued. In their 
- paffage through the ureters, the pain was not 
quite fo excruciating as in pafiing through the 
urethra, as he fays he well remembers. ‘They 
are of a pale brown colour, not ponderous ; 
their furface, to the very extremity of the 
points, has an uniform high polifh, refembling 
china-ware ; probably acquired by the friction 
of the urine, mixed with fabulous matter, in 
their quiefcent ftate, their points being fixed 
in the uriniferous duéfs: for, admitting they 
lay all together in one pelvis, their figure mutt 
prevent their attrition, to produce fuch an ef- 
fet, asevery part of them could not poffibly 
come 
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come into conta&. After the expulfion of 
thefe ftones, he ufed, now and then, to have 
nephritic fymptoms, but never to any great de~ 
erce, till April 1763, when I was defired, by 
an ingenious apothecary, to attend him. ‘The 
fit was brought on by a fudden fhock in a 
coach, and was removed by the common treat< 
ment, without any appearance of a ftone ot 
calculous matter ; but it might efcape with his 
urine unobferved upon going to ftool. At this 
time I was fhown thefe ftones, of which I took 
an exact draught with my pencil, and received 
the preceding hiftory of the cafe, from the pa- 
tient’s own mouth, who is a man of great ve- 
racity. 


Vou. Il. Mi | A CASE 
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A CASE OF THE STONE IN A WOMAN, ATTENBED WITH 
SOME UNCOMMON CIRCUMSTANCES, 


7 RS. T. of A. aged between forty and 
a fifty, after having been feverely afflict- 
ed with the ftone for about ten years, and ufed 
various medicines to no purpofe, had recourte 
to Mrs. Stephens’s lithontriptics ; but with no 
better effect, though fhe gave them a fair trial, 
in eleven months regular perfeverance. Grow- 
ing daily worfe in all refpects, fhe refolved to 
fubmit to the operation, fhould it be thought 
advifable, her conftitution being much impair- 
ed, and having a conftant difcharge of purulent 
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matter from her bladder. 

Auguft the 17th, 1740, fheafked my advice, 
and after well confidering all her complaints, 
I was of opinion that it was right to extract 
the ftone, though the event of the operation 
could not but be looked upon as very preca- 
rious; for by pafling my finger up the vagina 
uteri, 1 could plainly difcover it was of a large 
fize; the friction of which had caufed inflam- 
mation and ulceration in the bladder. 

After putting her in the ufual pofture for the 
operation, I intended to have proceeded in the 

| common 
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common manner, by dilating the urethra, and 
making an incifion as fhould be found neceffary 
to facilitate the extraction of the ftone; but 
finding, with my finger, that it lay very fa- 
vourably to be cut upon, through the vagna 
uteri, now confiderably dilated, I altered my 
original defign, and, with the approbation of 
two experienced practitioners, cut directly upon 
it, and extracted it with very little pain to the 
patient, or trouble to myfelf, compared with 
what a ftone of between three and four ounces 
weight muft unavoidably have occafioned, by 
- performing the operation in the common me- 
thod. 

The fymptoms after the operation were the 
moft gentle; the ulceration of the bladder foon 
healed, by foft, balfamic injections, and fhe 
was perfectly cured in three weeks, without 
any defect remaining in the retentive faculty. 
I have fince been concerned with other fur- 
_geons, in two cafes fimilar to this, who were 
induced to practife the fame method, and 
which fucceeded as happily. 


M 2_ HISTORY 
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HI8TORY OF THE CASE OF THOMAS KING’S WIFE, OF 
UGGESHALL, IN THE COUNTY OF SUFFOLK, 


AMay the 12th, 17726 


Ge was about fifty years of age, of a 
fmall ftature, and had borne many chil- 
dren.—She began to be afflicted with nephritic 
fymptoms early in her life; and at different 
times fhe voided a great number of porous 
ftones, of various fizes apd figures. For four 
years fhe has, in a great meafure, ‘been inca- 
pable of walking, is much emaciated, and 
during the laft year has been almoft wholly 
confined to her bed with a ftone lying at the 
neck of the bladder, the urine continually 
dropping away by the fides of it. Under thefe 
deplorable circumftances, a phyfician of exem- 
plary charity and humanity, gave her all the 
relief he could, earneftly advifing the extrac 
tion of the ftone, as the only probable means 
of cure, to which fhe would by no means con~ 
fent. It gradually defcended, and at length, 
after being able to move it with her fingers, it 
was expelled by an extraordinary effort, with- 
: 2 out 
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out any affiftance, on May the sth, 1774. 
It much refembled the bones of a turkey’s 
head with part of the neck, and whole beak, 
which came forwards. About a week after, 
at the defire of the pacers who was my 
particular friend, I vifited her with him, and 
we then advifed what appeared neceffary upon 
examining the parts, which were in a very ten-~ 
der and ulcerated ftate, with more calculous 
concretions remaining in the bladder; but {till 
fhe would not fubmit to any attempt in order 
to extract them, though urged thereto in the 
ftrongeft terms ; and a few months.put an end 
to her painful exiftence. | 
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CONCERNING THE USE OF THE CUTTING-GORGET, &c. 


HE ule of the common gorgef, as im- 

proved by Mr. Serjeant Hawsins, obviates 
an accident, which may happen in the lateral 
operation, when performed by the moft fkilful 
artift; but the cutting part of the edge, for a 
very obvious reafon, fhould not extend above 
one third or fourth of itslength; and it fhould 
have a fmall fhoulder, that it may enter with 
the greater facility, 

Since this improvement by that excellent 
furgeon, whofe merit has raifed him to the 
higheft ftation in his profeflion, other cu¢tmg- 
gorgets have been invented; but his is prefer- 
able to any I have feen, on account of its fim- 
plicity and ready ufe: and I have examined the 
parts, after doing the operation upon a dead 
body, and found they were cut exactly in the 
direction recommended by the late Mr. 
Chefelden, in his method of performing the 
lateral operation, without running any hazard 
of wounding the reéfum ; a circumftance which 
has happened to the moft judicious “thotomi/ts. 
‘{ have ufed it many times, without any appa- 
rent 
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rent inconvenience either in the operation or 
after it ; evidently with great advantage in fome 
in{tances*. 

The firft was in a child of eight years old, 
who had a very bad conftitution, and was an 
unpromifing fubje&t, having a variety of com- 
plaints befides the ftone; yet, in this cafe, the 
wound was perfectly healed in nineteen days. 

The fecond was in a patient of eleven years 
old, who had a ftone of full three ounces 
weight, the external /amina of which, not 
bearing equally upon the next, cracked in the 
forceps in many places; but it was extracted, 
without any of the pieces feparating. T'wo 
days after the operation, he was fenfible of an 
occafion to make urine, which he voided 
-through the penis with a pretty full and {trong 
ftream; and very little pafled by the wound af- 
ter that time, which was more {peedily healed 
for this reafon. | 

In another cafe where I ufed this gorger, the 
fubjec&t was about twelve years old, who had 


* Very judicious furgeons and excellent operators are 
divided in opinion concerning the ufe of this inftrument 5 
the material objection of thofe who difapprove of it, is, that 
veflels may be opened by it, that would yield to the blunt 
gorget in the operation, 
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fymptoms of the ftone foon after he was born, 
and had taken a great quantity of foap medi. 
cines for a long while, by the advice of a phy- 
fician. Here it appeared the {tone lay conftant- 
ly at the neck of the bladder, where it had 
caufed an uncommon thicknefs and hardnefs of 
the parts, as far as we could feel with our fin- 
gers introduced into the azus, with ulceration ; 
from whence much purulent matter was con- 
tinually difcharged, and being mixed with the 
urine, was detained between the g/aus pents 
and the prepuce, excoriating and ulcerating 
thofe parts; for the prepuce was fo much con- 
tracted at the end over the g/ans, that it would 
not admit of the fmalleft /aund; which circum- 
{tances made circumcifion neceffary before litho= 
tomy: and befides thefe unfavourable circum- 
ftances, he had a procidentia ani always upon - 
going to ftool, and often at other times, from 
extraordinary irritation at the neck of the blad- 
der. On account of the hard and unyielding 
condition of the parts thereabout, the cuttimg- 
gorget appeared of fingular fervice in this cafe, 
to my brethren, who were prefent at the opera- 
tion, as wellas to myfelf. The {tone was very 
large and foft, like {and and clay mixed toge- 
ther; confequently it broke into innumerable 
| | pieces, 
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pieces, which were all extracted, and the ope- 
ration fucceeded happily. ‘Phe wound was 
perfectly healed, though with as much trouble 
and difficulty as the operation was performed, 
 Bougies greatly aflifted in the cure, by intro~ 
ducing them occafionally, as they could be 
borne, to recover and penne the natural paf- 
-dage of the urethra, Nee 

From fome confiderable experience I have. 
had, in the ufe of this eutting-gorget in females, 
I have reafon to believe it may be found as ufe- 
ful as Monf: Le Cat's, or Monf: Pouteau’s h~. 
thotomes, invented by thofe ingenious furgeons 
to an{wer the fame purpofe*. 

It fometimes happens, both in males and 
females, that befides the difficulty of extracting 
a large, rough, irregular ftone, there is alfo 
great danger of lacerating the bladder, unlefs 
a confiderable enlargement of the wound is 
made; and when that has been omitted, I have 


* In three fuch cafes, wherein I have been concerned, 
the {tones were extracted very happily, by the ufe of that 
inftrument in the operations, the patients retaining their 
urine in a few days after. All of them have the retentive 
faculty perfectly; and one of them was a very weak wo- 
man, about 60 years of age, who hada ftone of a large fize 
extracted with great facility. 


feen 
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{een fome very unlucky accidents attend a vio-~ 
lent exertion in extracting the ftone. In order 
to obviate fuch inconveniences, I think inftru. 
ments, which may be called di/ators, [fee pl. 
10.] fomething in form of a gorget, only 
broader, much lefs concave, very thin and 
without any beak, may greatly facilitate the 
extraction, and defend the bladder effectually 
again{t laceration or other injury. After being 
oiled, one of them may be flipped in between 
the ftone and the bladder on each fide, and 
managed by proper affiftants, when the opera- 
tor has laid good and clear hold of the ftone; 
and the forceps will fufficiently guard the blad- 
der above and below, and the mere act of ex- 
tracting the ftone, under thefe conditions, will 
alfo as effectually dilate the parts, when that 
motion is performed gently and gradually. 

As I apprehend due attention to thefe means 
may prevent fatal confequences, I fubmit my 
thoughts upon this matter with the greater 
freedom and willingnefs to the confideration of 
my candid brethren: and from the fame mo- 
tive, I alfo here introduce the following re- 
mark, which a late attendance in an operation 
gave me an opportunity of making. In this 
cafe, the bladder collapfed fo clofely about a 

very 
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very long ftone of a conoid figure, with the 
point forwards, that it was with the utmoft 
difficulty the operator could difengage it, and 
charge the forceps without taking hold of the 
bladder at the fame time, which he very ftu- 
dioufly and cautioufly endeavoured to avoid ; 
and this circumftance prolonged the operation 
full a quarter of an hour. From what I could 
here plainly difcover with my finger, introduced 
at his defire, I believe a pair of forceps having 
long and flender blades, and feparated at the 
joint as thofe ufed in midwifery, would have’ 
been found very convenient, by giving an op~ 
portunity of conveying one blade at a time, firft 
_above and then below the ftone, or as the fitu- 
ation of it, and other circumftances, fhould 
have directed the operator, by fearching with — 
his finger; conducting them upon it exactly to 
the appointed part, giving the firft to be held 
by an affiftant, whilft he introduced the fecond: 
and in this cafe I am inclined to think, that by 
a blade of thefe forceps, the ftone might have 
been diflodged, and brought forward, fo as to 
have been extracted with eafe. | 

Though this is the moft ftriking, it is not | 
the only inftance which I have feen, where fuch 
a kind of forceps might have proved very ule- 

ful, 
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ful. For the reafons I have affigned, had I 
not given over the operation, I would have 
provided myfelf with the inftruments I have 
been recommending, of various fizes, to be 
ufed upon the emergencies I have fpecified: 
however, I have had much converfation upon 
this occafion, with feveral able and experienced 
- furgeons, who readily agree with me in the 
evident utility of thefe inftruments, which I 
propofed to their confideration, and fome of 
them, to fhow their farther approbation, faid 
they would order fuch to be made directly*, 


* As membranous parts are very apt to inflame and 
quickly mortify, the utmoft care is required, in order ta 
avoid injuring the internal coat of the bladder in this ope- 
ration: and in fome fuch circumftances, the timely and fres_ 
quent ufe of fuitable injections may prove very beneficial, 


‘ 


Plate 
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PLATE Io. 


_ Sketches reprefenting the d/efors mentioned 
in the remarks upon /ithotomy, which fhould 
be had of various fizes, as well as the 

worgets. 


A VERY 
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A VERY SINGULAR COMPLAINT IN THE BLADDER. 
Auguft the 13th, 1765. 


Sia E patient is about thirty years of age, 

naturally of a good conftitution, and now 
apparently in better health in general than 
could reafonably be expected, confidering what 
he has fuffered for many years. 

Seven years ago, and never before, as he po- 
fitively avers, he contracted a flight gonorrhea, 
which was attended with no particular circum- 
{tances ; but he very unfortunately fell under 
improper management. Inftead of bleeding, 
lenients, and a ftrict obfervance of a proper re- 
gimen, many dofes of {trong mercurial purges 
were given him; with which he was alfo per- 
mitted to go abroad, and upon catching cold, 
had his mouth in fome meafure affeGted by the 
mercury. Soon after he took dea//. e. copatb, 
liberally, by which the running was totally 
itopped in a few weeks ; but the ftrangury im- 
mediately increafed, and he has never fince 
been free from it. The moft violent ftrainings 

| and 
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and extreme pain conftantly attend the voiding 
his urine, the latter of which always continues 
fome confiderable time after. The moft ra- 
tional treatment of the ableft practitioners, both 
in the country and in London, have afforded 
him no relief of any confequence, notwith- 
ftanding his ftrict, long, and regular obferv- 
ance of their advice in all refpects, and under 
their immediate infpection. The feverity of 
his pain has long obliged him to the free ufe 
of opiates ; and fometimes his diftrefs and ago- 
nies have driven him to the neceflity of taking 
two ounces of ¢7néf. theb. in twenty-four hours, 
as he pofitively affured us, and yet this enor- 
mous quantity would only procure him a little 
eafe, but no fleep. 

It feems highly probable that the mal-treat- 
ment, at firft, might be the caufe of fixing an 
inflammation upon the neck of the bladder, 
projiate gland, &c. terminating in an ad/cef,, 
and leaving the parts in an ulcerous and fun- 
gous ftate, in which they evidently appeared 
by the difcharge of much purulent matter mix- 
ed with mucus, and fometimes with pieces of 
foft, fiefhy fubftance. Under fufpicion of a 
{tone in the bladder, though he had never been 

fubject 
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- fabject to fymptoms of it, prior to his venereal - 
complaint, he was fearched feveral times, . both 
in the country and in London, by the moft expe- 
rienced furgeons, without finding any; but all 
agreed, that by introducing the finger into the 
rectum, they felt a great thicknefs and hard- 
nefs about the neck of the bladder. 

Some years after, in 4ugu/i 1765, as men~ 
tioned in the beginning of this hiftory, he 
~ came to Norwich, and confulted Do&tor Offley 
with me in this moft deplorable ftate; bring- — 
ing with him a narrative of his cafe, accurately 
drawn up by an ableand experienced phyfician, 
under whofe care he then was, giving an ac= — 
count likewife of every method that had been 
practifed. After paying all attention to it, and 
receiving all poffible information from the pa- 
tient himfelf, who isa very fenfible, intelligent 
man, we could not fee aught was to be expect- 
ed from any other means, than what had been ~ 
before fufficiently tried: and as he could bear 
neither dougzes nor injections, it appeared to us 
reafonable to propofe, for future confideration, 
~the.making an incifion into the bladder, as in — 
lithotomy, as the only expedient to alleviate, if 
not cure, fuch a direful calamity, by giving a 

free 
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free difcharge to the matter*. And the phyfi- 


cian}, from whom we received the narrative, 
thought it a rational propofition highly worthy 
attention. | | 
After this, fome other of the moft eminent 
-phyficians and furgeons in London were con- 
fulted ; but a contrariety of opinions prevented 
the propofed operation; though, indeed, no- 
thing of confequence was offered to build hopes | 


* Vid. Hoffmanni Cap. vit de gravi fpaftho & dolore ve- 
fice & adjacentium partium, § vii de curatione.—Boneti Se- 
pulchret. vol. 2. pag. 634. & feq. de urine fuppre/jione. 
And the authority of Rzolanus, fupported by experience, 
concerning the practice under confideration, fhould by no 
means be difregarded, as he exprefsly fays he has fucceeded 
by fuch an operation in fimilar cafes, in his Exchiridium 


aureum. 
Alfo fee what Monf. Le Dran, an excellent French fur- 


geon, fays, to encourage this practice in his operations of 
furgery, and the cafe related at pag. 183, and fol. of thefe 
obfervations. 

+ Doctor D'Urban, of Halefworth, in Suffilk, who has 
given many proofs of his judgment in the province of fur- 
gery, having had great opportunities of feeing the pra‘tice, 
both at home and abroad, in feveral of the moit confiderable 
hofpitals, and being well acquainted with anatomy. My 
connection with this gentleman prevents my faying pod 
to which his merit gives hima very juft claim. 


by or. Jt, N 3 : : of 


- 
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of advantage upon, more than was to have 
been expected from former methods. | 

The patient ftill remaining in the fame de- 
plorable condition, upon the very {trong re- 
commendation and encouragement of fome 
friends at Rotterdam, he went, in the {pring of 
the year 1766, to try the efficacy of the famous 
medicinal waters at Bareges, in France, and 
ufed them the whole feafon; but without re 
ceiving any benefit*. 

When this unhappy gentleman came to 
Bourdeaux, in his return, his complaints ftill 
became more grievous; and after being there 


* ‘The thermal fprings at Bareges are at the foot of the 
Pyrenean Mountains, ina valley towards the fouth, where 
commodious covered baths were built by order of the king. 


See Sir Chri/fopher Adeighan’s judicious and entertain- 
ing treatife on thofe medicinal waters, with a defcription of 
the village of Bareges, the adjacent country, &c. 

It is greatly to be wifhed, that there was a convenience 
for bathing under cover, at Bath : I fuffered much for want 
of fuch accommodation in the ufe of the baths, by being _ 
expofed to the open air ina cold autumnal feafon. As Bath 
is a place of the higheft repute for its falubrious fprings, and 
to which multitudes of people of all ranks and conditions 
conftantly refort, it fhould be provided with every conve-, 
nience to accommodate invalids for their benefit and fafety. 
— (The accommodations have been greatly improved of late 
yeas. EL.) | 
detained 
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detained fome time, defirous of getting home, 

he adventured to proceed in his journey ; but 

immediately after his arrival at Dover he was 
freed from his painful exiftence; and, dying 

from home, we weredeprived of the opportu- 

nity of infpecting the difeafed parts, to know 
the true nature and condition of them. 

Soon after the preceding cafe came under my 
notice, a gentleman confulted me, who more 
than a year before, on account of ¢ complaint 
in the urethra, introduced a dougie, where he 
incautioufly left it, without being fecured in the 
ufual manner; and in the night ‘it flipped fo 
far into the bladder, that it could not be re- 
covered ; and not being cut upon, as it fhould 
have been immediately, it foon flipped quite 
in, and occafioned at the neck of the bladder 
a violent inflammation, which terminated in an 
abfcefs: and now his cafe is almoft as deplora- 
ble as that I have been relating; for which 
reafon I advifed this gentleman, as I did the 
other, to go # London for farther advice, with 
a view of having it particularly confidered, 
how far the operation might yet be thought 
advifable.* 


* Scultetus, a practitioner and writer of great note at 
Ulm, in Germany, about the middle of the laft century, was 
N2 , oe 
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not ignorant of the manner of making and ufing bougies itt 
 difeafes of the uretara, as appears in his Armament. chirurg. 
tab. 13. fig.9, 10. And from his invention it is not at all 
improbable, that Monf. Daran might take the hint, and 
improve upon it, 


A CALE 
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A CASE OF A COMPLETE HERNIA, ATTENDED WITH A 
MORTIFICATION, IN AN AGED WOMAN, PERFECTLY 
CURED, 


HE wife of R. R. of B. about fixty 

years of age, naturally of a good, {trong 
-conftitution, hada defcent of the zzteffine, &c. 
December the 20th, 1752, to which the had 
been fubject many years, without ever wearing 
a trufs for her fecurity, or being advifed to do 
fo. The ufual fymptoms attending a ftrangu= 
lation of the zwfeffine foon followed, and an 
apothecary was immediately fent for, who 
taking her complaint for the colic, treated it 
accordingly three or four days; but the fymp- 
toms growing daily worfe, accompanied with 
excrementitious vomiting, he then looked upon 
her diforder as the z/ac paflion, and had recourfe 
to tobacco clyfters, and at laft to argent. viv. 
giving her ibs at four times, as he told me 
himfelf. Indeed he was very deficient in point 
of furgery, and no proper meafures had been 
taken, he being ftill ignorant of the true caufe 
of her diftrefsful condition, in which fhe had 
been nine days when I was called to her. I 


Nes found 
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found the teguments much inflamed and vefi- 
cated, with livid {pots here and there inter- 
{perfed; and the tumour having loft its reni- 
tence, I did not doubt of the zte/fine, &c. be= 
ing in a mortified ftate. The abdomen was 
greatly inflated, tenfe and painful; fhe vomited 
excrements, could bear nothing in her ftomach, 
and had the hiccup, with a weak, quick, and 
intermitting pulfe. 

Under thefe moft miferable circumftances, 
her relations and friends were come to take their 
laft leave of her; and I alfo rather thought 
death would have put end to her mifery in a 
few hours, All that appeared to me rational 
now to propofe and attempt, for the preferva- 
tion of her life, was to open the part forth- 
with fufficiently, in order to remove the ftran- 
gulation of the zzze/fime, and evacuate the fzces ; 
though I muft confefs I could not expect the 
cafe would have terminated more favourably, 
_ than by leaving the artificial avus in the zuguen. 

This propofition being approved by the apo- 
thecary, the patient, and all perfons concern- 
ed, I forthwith made an incifion between two 
and three inches long, through which there 
was an immediate difcharge of many pints of 
black fluid, fermenting excrements, like what 

‘ fhe 
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fhe had vornited feveral days, as they who at- 
ended her obferved; upon which difcharge 
the inflation of the abdomen fubfided, and the 

found inftant relief. I then fomented the parts 
with a common antifeptic fotus, drefled them 
with a foft animated digeftive warm 5 applying 
a warm cataplafin to them and all the abdomen, 
compofed of bread, oatmeal, /pec. pro catapla/- 
mate e cymino and the fomenting liquor, and 
advifed all the dreflings fhould be renewed every 
fix hours, or oftener, as occafion {hould re- 
quire, on account of the fecal difcharge: and 
[ alfo directed the application and repetition of 
bladders of hot water, about half full, in order 
to preferve a due degree of heat from dreffling 
to dreffing; nor did I forget to advife the dif- 
cretionary ufe of temperate cordials, laxatives, 
and clyfters of chicken or other frefh meat 
broth; and that the fhould, for fome time, be 
nourifhed only with liquid diet, taken in {mall 
quantities and often. 

After having thus agreed with the apothe- 
cary and nurfe concerning the method to be 
purfued, acquainting the patient al fo how 
much depended upon an exact obfervance of it, 
L left her to his care; urging at the fame time, 
in the ftrongeit terms, his afliduous attendance, 

N 4 as 
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as the event of the moft dangerous cafes, often 
exceeds our expectations; defiring he would 
{uffer nature to caft off the mortified floughs, 
without ufing any violence to remove them, 
The next day he informed me the fymptoms 
were favourable, that her diet did not offend 
her ftomach, and that the had not vomited 
fince the evacuation of the excrements in con- 
fequence of the opening. After having receiv- 

ed a good account of the patient fora few days, 
upon a difagreement between her and the apo- 
thecary, I was again fent for, and not being 
able, with my utmoft endeavours, to reconcile 
the difference, fhe abfolutely refufing to fee 
him more, the care of her neceffarily devolved 
folely upon me. -At this time I found her fit- 
ting up in her chair, with a quick, ftrong pulfe, 
and great flufhing in her face. Upon examin- 
ing into the caufe of thefe appearances, I dif- 
covered they arofe from tranferefling the rules 
prefcribed in regard to diet: for notwithftand- 
ing the f{tricteft injunétions were laid upon her 
and the nurfe in that point, yet this day for 
dinner, fhe indulged her appetite with roafted 
chicken ‘and {trong beer, eating. and drinking 
very plentifully. ‘This trangreffion was very 
near {ubverting the fair hopes we began to have 


of 
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of her recovery : to prevent the ill confequence 
of it as much as poffible, recourfe was imme- 
diately had to bleeding, repeating it thrice in 
twenty-four hours, with other meafures, in 
order to check the rifing fever, and guard 
againft an inflammation again feizing the weak 
and tender zvze/fznes ; but it was many days be- 

fore the danger vanifhed, which fhe was evi- 
dently thrown into by this indifcretion. 

The feces began to be evacuated by the anus, 
on the third day after the opening, and they 
pafied both ways till the beginning of March, 
which was about ten weeks: the difcharge of 
them gradually leffened at the wound as it con- 
tracted ; and it was perfectly healed, by the 
common treatment, foon after that time.’ 

On February the ath, I firft obferved fome 
of the argent. viv. in the wound, that the had > 
taken on December the 24th, and which pafied 
through that as well as by the anus, till the 
wound was perfectly healed. For many 
months afterwards fhe faw fome, now and 
then, hanging about the excrements, divided 
into an infinite number of g/odules, which had 
loft their brightnefs, looking like lead long ex- 
pofed to the air ; and fhe generally was fenfible 

of 
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of griping pains, preceding the ftools wherein 
fhe obferved it. 

She now enjoys as good health as in the fors 
mer part of her life, excepting the natural ins 
firmities of old age; and is entirely free from 
the calamity fhe had many years before labour- 
ed under*. 

The happy event of this threatening cafe, 
may teach and encourage us never to leave our 
patients, even in the utmoft apparent danger 
and diftrefs, without endeavouring to affift na- 
ture, by all the prudent and rational meatures 
we can think of.+ 


% She lived and enjoyed good health tll near eighty years 
of age. 

4+ I was lately concerned for an elderly man, who had a 
bubonecele inadvertently opened for an abjcefs; and who by 
fuch kind of treatment as advifed in the preceding cafe, was 
perfe@tly cured. I afterwards recommended wearing a 
trufs, with a very foft, eafy, broad pad, by way of fecurity. 
And many years ago I was an eye-witnefs to fuch a happy 
event, or accidental cure, in an old woman, who had a 
femoral hernia incautioufly opened, jult beneath Poupart’s 
ligament. 
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A REMARKABLE SCROTAL HERNIA IN AW INFANT 
ABOUT TEN WEEKS OLD. 


November the 34, 1755. 


TR. Chaplin, an ingenious man, now in 
I the navy, defired me to vifit this child 
with him, who was taken one evening with a 
violent fit of crying, and {training to vomit, 
which continued all night with fhort intervals. 
In the morning the mother, a poor, ignorant 
woman, perceiving a {welling from the zaguen 
down to the /crotum, {ent for an old woman, 
no wifer than herfelf, to advife with. They 
paid little regard to the prolapfed zte/fine, but 
rolled up the abdomen very tight, after their 
ufual and abfurd manner; which bandage ob- 
ftruGted the return of it, and eee the fol- 
lowing terrible fymptoms. 

Two days after the child firft complained, 
he voided a bloody matter by the aus; which 
difcharge, mixed with a fmall quantity of 
feces, continued eight or nine days. 

Mr. Chaplin was then called to him, and 
found the /crotum vaftly {welled, tenfe, and 

I inflamed 
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inflamed, with the whole abdomen much in« 
flated ; on thefe accounts he ordered emollient 
and difcutient fomentations, cataplafi NS y bce. 
with a proper bandage; and this treatment 
mitigated the fymptoms, though the child vo- 
mited as foon as he had fucked, as he had all 
Z along done. 

A week after, the /érotum burtt open, and 
the mortified znze/tine difcharged the faces 
through two orifices, each about half an inch | 
diameter, the one at the fuperior, the other 
towards the inferior part, at the diftance of 
near two inches, which were drefled fuperfi- 
cially with digeftive and plafters of cerat, alb. 
in the common manner. 

The firt time I faw the child was a few 
days after the openings in the /¢rotum, the 
difcharge at which inftantly removed the infla- 
tion of the aédomen and the vomiting ; but for 
the fpace of a week no excrements pafied by 
the anus. ‘The preternatural evacuation of them 
then decreafed, and they gradually refumed 
their natural courfe. The openings of the 
Scrotum healed up, feemingly found, in about 
three weeks; but the inferior one opened 
again, difcharged excrementitious matter three 
or four days, and then finally clofed. Soon 

© eer 
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after, the intefline fell down, and ened ace 
cording to the pofition of the body, beyond — 
our expetation, confidering the general maxim, 
that inflamed parts in contac will coalefce. — 
The child was afterwards perfectly cured of 
the rupture, by the ule of a common fteel 
trufs, exactly well adapted to the parts for 
calc. 


A SCRO- 


206 CASES AND REMARKS 


A SCROTAL HERNIA INTESTINALIS, IN WHICH THE 
OPERATION WAS PERFORMED FIVE DAYS AFTER 
THE STRANGULATION, 


D. a farmer’s fervant, aged twenty-one, 

e had been afflicted witha Lernia from his 

infancy, without any means having been ufed 
to cure him. 

On Tuefday morning, ‘fuly the 4th, 1754, 
the zuteftme fell down as he was at work alone 
in the field, where he attempted for many hours 
to relieve himfelf, as he ufed to do, but in 
vain: he then returned home, but concealed 
the nature of his difeafe, as he had always in- 
duftrioufly done; and it was fome days before 
he difclofed what he ailed, when all attempts 
to reduce the prolapfed zwte/fine proved inef- 
fectual. 

Late on the Saturday evening he was com- 
mitted to my care*; but my endeavours to 
replace the zute/fime having no better fuccefs, 
IT propofed the operation to him and his matter, 
as the only means of faving his life, and they 


* At the Infirmary erected by William Fellowes, Efq. 
readily 


IN SURGERY. 207 


readily confenting, I performed it early the 
next morning. T he znteflane was not morti- 
fied, though indeed it was much inflamed ; 
yet the operation fucceeded, and he was per- 
fectly cured in five weeks. From what ap- 
peared in this cafe, it is not amifs to obferve, 

that the z¢e/fine may fuffer a ftronger {trangu- 
dation, without being mortified, than is gene- 
rally believed , but this condition of it may 
happen fooner or later from a variety of con- 
curring caufes and circumftances, worthy the 
utmoft attention. | 

Repeated bleeding, clyfters, laxative and 
nitrous medicines, with a thin, cooling diet, 
taken frequently in a {mall quantity at a time, 
to avoid diftention of the tender zzte/fines, 
greatly contributed to remove the inflamma~ 
tion, which was upon the parts before the 
operation, and to prevent ill accidents in con- 
fequencé of it. 

This patient was near lofing his life ten days 
after the operation, by the indifcretion and 
difobedience of the nurfe, in allowing him fuch 
diet as I had abfolutely forbidden, and omit- 
ting what I thought of the utmoft importance 
for her to obferve, joined with his own un- 
tractablenefs. 


As 
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As diet, with the manner of giving it, is fo 
effentially neceflary in the cure of difeafes, we 
cannot be too watchful, in feeing that our pa- 
tients are ftrictly conformable in that article, 
and that the nurfe does her duty in following 
directions ; more efpecially in fuch a cafe as 
this, wherein the leaft error or omiffion may 


prove fatal*, 


* Mr Pott, in his Chirurgical Obfervations, publithed 
in 1775, highly commends the fume of tobacco in ruptures, 
from his own fuccefs in many inftances, conveyed clyfter- 
wife up the inteftinal canal, by means of a machine appro- 


priated to that ule. 


A CASE 
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A CASE OF A SIMILAR NATURE TO THE LAST, §N 
WHICH THE OPERATION WAS OMITTED WITHOUT 
ANY GOOD REASON, 


N able furgeon of my acquaintance was 

called to a vigorous young man, two 

days after having a defcent of the ste/iimes in 

which condition he received a contufion upon. 

the teguments of the /crotum, by a fall from 
his horfe. 

After various attempts to reduce the zute/fine, 
he propofed the operation, and many of the 
faculty were affembled: the majority oppofed 
it; other methods were tried, which alfo 
proved fruitlefs, and the patient died eight days 
after. 

I happened at this jun@ture to be at the fur- 
geon’s houfe, who told me, with much con- 
cern, how he had been over-ruled, aad that 
he thought a fair opportunity had been loft of 
faving the patient’s life. Whilft he was giving 
me this relation, news was brought of the pa- 
tient’s death ; and he then defired me to go 
with him to examine the ftate of the parts. In 
this cafe, notwithftanding the great length of 

Wee. Lb O time, 
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time, we found no mortification upon the zz- 
tefiine, fallen down without omentum. - 

What probably mifled the gentlemen in the 
confultation, was the difcolorction of the te- 
guments of the /crotum, arifing from the con- 
tufion occafioned by the fall, 


AN 
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AN OLD HERNIA ATTENDED WITH SINGULAR CIR- 
CUMSTANCES,. 


February the 3d, 1705. 


SURGEON of great character and ex- . 

A perience in the city of Norwich, defired | 
me to vifit a man with himy upwards of fifty 
years of age, in whofe cafe the intefline had 
done its office feveral years in the /crotum, 
though not increafed to a great bulk: but the 
bowel was now under fuch a ftate of {trangu- 
lation, that for many days he had been fubject 
to the moft dangerous fymptoms, which at- 
tend an incarcerated 4ernia; the furgeon not 
being able to procure him relief, by the moft 
rational means. At the bottom of the tumour, 
of an oblong form, about fix inches in length, 
refembling an Aydrocele of the tunica vaginalis, 
we were very fenfible of the fluctuation of fome 
fluid, which we apprehended to be fuch as is 
collected, in thofe cafes, between the Jermary 
fac and the mtefiine; and, from our careful 
obfervation and examination, we were of opi- 
nion that the /ac was burft. We deliberately 
3. confidered 
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confidered every circumftance to dire@ our 
judgment, in this very unpromifing cafe for the 
operation, it being paft all doubt, that there 
was a {trong coalition of the parts, which pro~_ 
bably would not admit of feparation with fafe. 
ty: however, as there was no profpect of his 
living twenty-four hours longer in this condi- 
tion, it was refolved, as the laft refort, to 
make incifion cautioufly from the ring of the 
mufcle to the bottom of the tumour ; by which 
it foon appeared, that our fears were too well 
founded, in re{pect to the coalition of the parts, 
Upon opening the tumour at the bottom, four 
or five {poonfuls of an aqueous fluid were dif- 
charged, and then the intefine prefented itfelf 
ina found ftate. After proceeding thus far, 
jt was farther agreed between us, to flit up 
the parts, as faras we found with our fingers, 
that the ztefline was detached from the fac, 
which was about two inches, and then enlarge 
the opening at the ring of the mufcle, with a 
view of fetting the inzeftine at liberty there, as 
much as poffible. Thete fteps were attended 
with fuccefs greatly exceedin g our expectations; 
for a few hours after he was drefled, and put to 
bed again, having the whole aédomen well em- 
brocated with warm oul, and a flannel cloth 


applied 


~~ 
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applied to it, he had many plentiful evacua+ 
tions by ftool; upon which all his threatening 
fymptoms, as vomiting, &c. foon after vanifh- 
ed, and returned no more. ‘The wound di- 
gefted kindly; a thin flough, like a pelicie, 
was caft off the zvte/fine, and granulations of 
flefh enfued, that united with thofe proceeding 
from the wound, which was perfectly healed, 
by the common treatment, in lefs than two 
months, with a firm, good czcatrice. The 
part was left ina much better {tate than it had 


been for many years, fo that he was able to 


follow his former laborious employment of 
ferving a bricklayer; at which work [I lately 
faw him, and he told me he found no inability 
in performing it, nor the leaft pain or inconve= 
nience in going to ftool. He could not be 
prevailed on to wear a bandage, which was 
thought advifable, asa fecurity againft an acci~ 
dent; finding himfelf fo well, he was regard 
lefs, and faw no future danger.* 

* The treatifes written by Mr. Pett and Monf. Arnaud 
upon ruptures, attentively read and confidered, will be 
found good guides to direct our pradtice in this important 
part of furgery: and what is faid upon the fame fubject, in 
the Edinburgh Med. Eff. and in the Adem. de P Acad. Koy. dé 
Chirurgie, merit our particular attention, as well as what 
Mr. Sharp has to the fame purpofe, in his Critical Lnquiry, } 


to whom furgery is greatly indebted. 
O 3 Il was 
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I was willing here to fubjoin a few hints, 
alluding to the antecedent cafes, and the ob- 
{ervations which have been recorded by others, 
relative to bernie, fubmitting them to the con- 
fideration of my brethren, in hopes that they 
may prove of fome practical ufe. 

When the general rules have been ftri@ly ob- 
ferved, and all rational endeavours and attempts 
have failed, to reduce the contents of a Lernia, 
certainly the fooner the operation is performed 
the better: but when we happen to be called 
too late, and there are evident fiens of the zz- 
feftine being ina mortified ftate, by the tumour | 
having loft its renitence, &c. it appears to me 
upon reflection, very warrantable and reafon- 
able practice, fupported by fome of the cafes I 
have been mentioning, and the obfervations of 
others, to make an incifion into the tumour, 
ample enough to evacuate the feces freely, 
which may effectually remove the ftrangulation | 
of the zztefiine at the abdominal ring; and then 
to treat the wound as a mortification, not being 
over bufy with the knife, in cutting away what 
appears to have loft its vitality; but allowing 
nature to throw off the mortified floughs, by 
the granulations of flefh, which may well fup- 
ply the lofs of wai orn as I have feen by fuch 


Managee 


IN SURGERY. 21% 
management, far beyond my expectation. 
When it is a doubtful point, what condition 
the parts contained in’ the tumour are in, we 
muft proceed with great caution in this opera- 
tion, till we come at the zwfe/izme, and finding 
that mortified, it is to be opened, and the ftric- 
ture removed, by incifion at the mafcular ring, 
fhould not the evacuation of the feces do that 
effectually. The cafe is then to be treated as 
has been advifed; for undoubtedly nature’s 
operation is fafeft, and moft to be relied on, in > 
feparating the dead parts from the living; 
though it will be proper to cut off the putrid 
floughs, as they grow loofe from the tegu- 
ments, Serniary fac, &c. and it is effentially 
neceflary to endeavour to prevent the falling of 
matter into the cavity of the abdomen, by pofi- 
tion of the body and otherwife; taking great 
care at the fame time that the parts therein 
contained do not tend too ftrongly downwards, 
as upon attention to this circumftance alfo 
much depends. | 

The few examples we have upon record of 
perfons furviving 4ernie that have burft in a 
mortified ftate, may be fufficient encourage- 
ment to putin practice the meafures now uncer 
confideration, for very obvious. reafons: but 


O 4 before | 
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oh 
A 


ey 


before we do that, prudence teaches us to make 


Proper prognoftics, and to take all neceflary. 
ution to defend our reputation, when we 


preca 


have to a@ in cafes fo circumftanced and pre~ 


carious in their event; as people are too apt to 


condemn the furgeon, when his practice does — 


not {ucceed, be it ever fo rational *. 


* Read Monf. Louis’s Differtation upon the Treatment 
of inteftinal Ruptures attended with Mortification, in vol. 
the 3d. of the Wem. de P Acad. Roy. de Chirursie. Mr. 


S 
Pott, in his Chirurgical Obfervations, containing many 


_ very ufeful pra@ical remarks, has a cafe encouraging this 


‘Practice, at pag. 172, : ; 


THE 
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THE FOLLOWING LETTER; FROM A VERY INGENIOUS. 
SURGEON, AT LEEDS, IN YORKSHIRE, GIVES AN AC= 
COUNT OF A PECULIAR KIND OF HERNIA, DIFFERENT 
TO THE HERNIA,CONGENITA, OR ANY OTHER,I BE~ 
LIEVE, IN THE RECORDS OF SURGERY. 


Leeds, October the 27th, 1770. 


DEAR SIR, 


EMBRACE, with great pleafure, the 
| opportunity of returning you my fincere 
thanks for your friendly regard and civilities 
fhown me when a ftudent in London under 
Door Hunter and Doctor Monro. 

I am very glad to hear you are engaged in 
the laudable work of erecting an hofpital for 
your county: our’s, for this town, isin great 
forwardnefs; and I with my hints relative 
thereto, which you defire, may prove in any 
manner ufeful on that occafion. 

I thank you for the curious cafe of real prac- 
tical ufe, which you have kindly communi- 
cated to me, and fhould be very glad of your 
correfpondence, and a repetition of fuch fa. 
yours. I will now mention a cafe, which 
I muft confefs has not occurred to me either in 


2 f my 
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my practice or reading ; and therefore much; 
furprized me, though the great light thrown 
upon the doctrine of hernias, of late years, 
makes it not difficult to account for fuch ap- 
pearances as prefented theméelves in that which 
I am going to relate. 
I obtained leave to open the body of a child 
a year and a quarter old, who died forty-eight 
hours after a defcent of the inteftines into the 
{crotum. Upon opening firft the lower, ante- 
_Tior, and moft prominent part of the tumour, 
I found the Zernzal fac in contact with the tef- 
ticle. ‘This being an uncommon appearance, I 
carefully diffected the parts, and difcovered 
that the tusica vaginalis teftis was not clofed a 
little above the ¢e/ficle as ufual, but was open 
quite to the ring of the oblique mufcle, farround- 
ing and adhering to the Lernial fac, except at 
its inferior part, yet was diftinguifhable from 
the /crotum, by the fibres of the crema/ffer mufcle 
running down its external furface, the Aernial 
Jac containing the head of the colon only, which 
was much inflamed, and in fome places it had 
a gangrenous appearance, containing only li- 
quid faces. 
The child had been fubje@& to the hernia 
from eight weeks old ; but the inte/fine always, 
before 


\ 
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Before this defcent, returned of itfelf into the 
; Bh domen, with little or no affiftance; and no 

kind of bandage was ufed to keep it there. 
This /pecies of hernia you fee, Sir, was nei- 
ther the ernia congenita, nor that to which 
adults are more fubject, where the znteffine lies 
‘upon the fore part of the zunzca vaginalis; and 
I apprehend had been formed in this manner. 
—As the tunica vaginalis we know, at the firft, 
upon the defcent of the ¢e/fzs into the /crotum, 
isan open dag, communicating with the cavity 
of the abdomen, and the firft part of this dag, 
which clofes, is at the abdominal orifice ; after- 
wards, the upper half of it contraéts upon the 
Jpermatic veffels, lofes its cavity, and is con- 
nected with them by ce//ular membrane, making 
a membranous covering for the cord.—The 
inteftine in this cafe, I fuppofe, had forced its 
way into the /crotum, before the tunica vagi- 
nalis had formed its adhefion to the cord, but 
after its abdominal orifice was clofed; under 
which circumftance it brought the peritoneum 
down with it, forming the Jernial fac, con- 
trary to what happens in the ernza congeniia, 
where the ife/fine defcends before the orzfice 
in the tunica vaginalis is clofed, and confe- 

quegtly had no bernial fac but that tunic. 
| Iam 
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I am very glad to hear of your better health, 
and heartily beg it may pleafe God to continue 
it many years, for the improvement of {urgery, 
and the general benefit of mankind. 


f AM, 
DEAR SIR, 
YOUR OBLIGED FRIEND, 


AND HUMBLE SERVANT, 


W™. KE Y. 


THE 
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THE TWO FOLLOWING CASES SHOW THE NECESSITY OF 
SOMETIMES DEPARTING FROM THE GENERAL RULES 
LAID DOWN IN THE APPLICATION OF TRUSSES IN 
RUPTURES,. 


GENTLEMAN, upwards of eighty 

years of age, who had long been afflicted 
with a rupture, attended with a hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis, had truffes made for him in 
the common manner, in the city near which 
he lived, in London, and at Paris; but in the 
ule of all of them the zte/line frequently flipped 
down. I found, upon ftri@ examination of 
the parts, that the difappointment arofe from a 
thicknefs of the /permatic cord, on one fide of 
the abdominal ring, by which the pad of the 
trufs loft its power of acting, fo as to prevent 
the defcent of the inteffine. It appeared to me 
that nothing could be done, but to have a pad 
of proper dimenfions to enter and fill up the 
aperture precifely; for by moderate prefiure 
with my thumb, I could effectually refift the 
ampulfe of the zteftine in the ftrongeft efforts 
by the action of coughing, To effect this pur- 
pofe, I advifed the trufs-maker, who had not 
fucceeded before, though a very ingenious work- 


man, 
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man, to affix fuch a pad with a fcrew, in the 
centre of a much broader furface, to confine it 
more effectually, made foft and eafy : and this 
always anfwered the end perfe&tly well, when 
properly adjufted.and kept in the aperture. 

The other was the cafe of a gentleman be- 
tween feventy and eighty years of age, who had 
a defcent of the zzte/fine on each fide, which 
would not yield toa common trufs, on account 
of the extraordinary thicknefs and make of the 
parts; but one formed upon the principles and 
mech-nifm of the preceding, very happily fuc- 
ceeded, and rendefed the patient’s life eafy to 
him, preventing the great danger to which he 
had long been expofed. | 

In both thefe cafes particular attention was 
paid to make the parts of the trufs, to which 
the pads were affixed, fo concave, as to reft 
ealy and fteadily upon the parts. 


AN 
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AN HYDROCELE OF THE TUNICA VAGINALIS TAKEN 
FOR A SCIRRHOUS TESTICLEe 


N elderly gentleman confulted me many 
years ago in this cafe, which had long 
been treated with mercurials both internally 
and externally. This method was not at all 
likely to fucceed, had it been what it was fup- 
pofed to be ; but it appeared to me indifputably 
an bydrocele. 

The gentlemen concerned did not agree with 
me in opinion as to the nature of the difeafe, 
nor was any alteration made in the treatment 
of it; but fome months after, when the pa- 
tient’s conftitution was much more injured by 
it, and the tumour greatly increafed, I was 
again confulted, and declared, that fo far from 
feeing the leaft reafon to depart from my for- 
mer opinion, I was now more confirmed in 
it. The patient then fubmitted to a puncture 
being made with a lancet, by his furgeon in 
ordinary, and more than a quart of a fluid, like 
brown beer, was difcharged, He lived be- 
tween twenty and thirty years after, contented 
with this palliative method. The operation 

was 
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was performed a great many times, and he en- 
joyeda good {tate of health in all other refpects, 
dying in a very advanced age, purely of the de- 
cay of nature. | . 

The fufpenfion of every kind of tumour in 
this part, with a bag-trufs, is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary, as the pendulous fituation of it weakens 
the contractile power of the veffels, and im- 
pedes the afcent of the fluids; and fuch fup-- 
port feldom fails of preventing or removing the 
pain of the loins, which is generally a conco- 
mitant of an enlarged tefticle, froma ftretching 
and irritation of the JSpermatics. 


T have fucceeded in the methods propofed for the radical 
cure of this difeafe, both by taking out an oval piece of the 
ferotum and tunica vaginalis, and by the application of a 
cauftic the whole length of the tumour; but muft give the 
preference to the former. 
fideration which method to choofe, the moft ftri@ examina- 


When it comes under con-_ 


tion is requifite, in order to difcover whether the tefticle it- 
felf is ina fcirrhous ftate; and if that is a doubtful point 
only, it fhould certainly determine us in favour of incifion; 
for fhould the difeafe prove focomplicated, of which I have 
feen four inftances, caftration can be immediately perform- 
ed; but to have that to do after the e/char is feparated, would 
be a very difcouraging circumftance to the patient, as well 
as very difagreeable to the furgeon, whofe character as well 
as mind might fuffer by it. See what Pott, Elfe, and 
Warner fay upon this Subject, all men of great eminence: 


al{ 
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alfo read Monf. Bertrande’s Differtation upon the fame fub- 
jeét, publifhed in the Mem. de l’Acad, Roy. de Chirurgie, 


tom. 3. 
In an anafarca of the fcrotum, I have feveral times made 


“incifion on each fide of it with great advantage, without 
ever having a mortification enfue; but there is reafon to 
fear it, from a languid circulation and abatement of native 
heat in a part fo fituated, which fhould be well guarded 
againft with internals, by the afliftance of a phyfician, which — 
when it can conveniently be had,, fhould not be precluded. 
-Perhaps, by a due degree of preffure of the fcrotum with 
an affiftant’s hands above, to make the parts tenfe, the fca- 
rificater applied occafionally on each fide, near the bottom, 
might anfwer the-end more effectually, and with lefs danger 
or inconvenience to the patient, than incifions, as I have 
frequently experienced in anafarcous legs. _ 


VoL. II. Pp AN 
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AN HYDROCELE TAKEN FOR AN INTESTINAL HERN Tg 
AND TREATED ACCORDINGLY, 


os 


| A GENTLEMAN afked my opinion for his 

child, about three years old, who was 
fuppofed to have a rupture. Upon ftrictly ex- 
amining the parts, I difcovered a tumour juft 
below the rings of the abdominal mutcles, 
upon the /permatic cord, extending and gra- 
dually dilating, almoft to the bottom of the 
fcrotum. I did not doubt of its being an Ay- 
drocele, and in all probability it was rendered 
worfe than it would otherwife have been, by 
being treated as a rupture; for, till it grew too 
big, it was forced into the zmgven, and there 
confined with a fteel trufs. 

I dire€ted a fomentation prepared with dif-. 
cutients and aftringents, to be ufed twice a 
day,’ and that the child fhould take now and 
then a few grains of merc. dulce. mixed with 
rhubarb, and wear a bag-trufs. By this treat- 
ment the tumour was vifibly diminifhed in 
a few weeks; but the gentleman defiring 
to take advice in London, afked me to give 

him 


pe is | ca st tac Pee 
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_ him my opinion in writing, with the me- 


thod I had taken. The furgeons whom he 


a __ there confulted agreed with me; and the child 
was cured in a few months without altering 


the method. 


P 2 A CASE 
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A CASE OF AN HYDROCELE OF THE TUNICA VAGINALIS 
ON EACH SIDE, ATTENDED WITH SOME EX TRAOR~ 
DINARY CIRCUMSTANCES, IN WHICH CASTRATION 
WAS PERFORMED ON ONE SIDE, AND THE OPERA@= 
TION FOR THE RADICAL CURE ON THE OTHER, ACe 
CORDING TO MR. DOUGLAS'S METHOD DESCRIBEDB 
IN HIS JUDICIOUS TREATISE UPON THIS SUBJECT. 


A. of H. upwards of fifty years of 
e age, naturally of a robuft and healthy 
conftitution, which he had much impaired by 
intemperance, efpecially by drinking f{pirituous 
liquors ; in a violent effort to raife a heavy 
weight, was fenfible, to ufe his own expref-_ 
fion, of a cracking in his loins, as if fome- 
thing broke, and became immediately difabled 
for walking. Soon after this accident he 
obferved a .fwelling on the left fide of his 
ferotum. } 
After fome months he afked my advice in 
this cafe, which appeared to me a true 4ydro- 
cele of the tunica vaginalis: I then opened it, 
_difcharging a quart of a limpid fluid, and he foon 
follewed his ordinary employment again. Not 
long after this operation, the fame difeafe ap- 
peared 
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peared on the other fide, and in about five or 
fix months I made a puncture with a com- 
mon lancet on each fide, introducing inftantly 
a female catheter, and difcharged from each 
about a pint and half of the fame kind of fluid. 
In the {pace of ‘between two and three years, 2)" 
performed the operation five times on one fide, 
and four on the other, either by a lancet or 
fmall flat ¢rocar, which never confined him 
from his bufinefs more than a day or two. 

About two months ,after the laft operation, 
performed on each fide, when the parts were 
again confiderably diftended with the fluid, he 
fell from his horfe in a drunken condition ; 
which accident occafioned a violent contufion 
and ecchymofis upon the whole /crotum, attend- 
ed with great tenfion and moft exquifite pain 
of the abdomen. Thefe fymptoms were very 
threatening, and his life feemed to be in im- 
minent danger; but repeated bleeding, lenient 
purgatives, and the antiphlogiftic method, 
confifting of medicines and diet, relieved him: 
(till there was great reafon to fear, from the 
remaining complaints and appearances, that 
the parts within the /crotum had greatly fuf- 
fered. 


P When 
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When the parts were filled again, I made 
punctures as ufual; and on the fide where I 
performed the operation firft, the lymphatic 
fluid was mixed with blood, but on the other 
fide it appeared as before. - From what I now 
obferved, I thought there was good reafon to 
propofe the method for the radical cure, which 
was attempted with the approbation of feve- 
‘tal able furgeons, on Augu/? the. 24th, 1756, 
in the private hofpital under my care. 

Upon cutting the tezuments and ¢unica va~ 
ginalis, 1 found the latter was grown almoft 
cartilaginous, and near half an inch thick. 
The ¢efticle itfelf appearing decayed, like {oft 
rotten liver, I altered my original defign ; and, 
with the concurrence of my brethren, removed 
it, as well as the tunica vaginalis, taking up 
the /permatic artery with the needle and liga- 
ture, without including it in the thickened 
cord. I then cut off as much as I could of the. 
tunica vaginalis on the other fide, which was 
alfo greatly thickened, but the ¢e/fzc/e included 
in it was not affected. In the courfe of the 
cure, a very thin flough, like a pellicle, was 
caft off the tunica albugimea by granulations of 
feth, which uniting with thofe proceeding 


from 
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from the other parts, a good, fmooth cicatrix 
was induced, upon that incarnation: and 
afterward he did not want the power of pro- 
creation. | 

Thefe operations were tedious and painful, 
and hazardous in their event; but the fymp- 
toms in confequence of them were favourable | 
beyond expectation. Fmollient clyfters fre- 
quently repeated, bleeding, pouring warm oil 
often upon the abdomen, covering it with flan- 
nel, and keeping bladders of warm water con= 
ftantly over it and the dreflings, gave him 
very fenfible relief, and probably prevented bad 
accidents. Nothing happened to obftruct the 
cure, by the common treatment, and he was 
difmiffed the houfe in feven weeks, able to fol- 
low his occupation without any inconvenience. 
He now enjoys perfectly good health and 
ftrength, for a man of his age, often taking 
long journies on foot without fatigue. — 


The conftitution, ftate, and condition of the patient, 
who is about to undergo any capital operation, fhould be 
well confidered before-hand, that what is amifs may be 
reCtified as far as poffible, by diet, medicine, &c. in order 
to prevent accidents in confequence of it; as well as early 
care and conftant attention paid to every circumftance after 
the operation: nor ought we ever to forget how effentially 

P4 neceflary 
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neceflary it is, that peace and tranquillity of mind fhould 
be preferved in our patients; to which end we fhould flu- 
dioufly endeavour to ftrengthen their confidence in us, by 
our addrefs and behaviour in all refpects. 

Though I fucceeded by Mr, Douglas’s method in the 
radical cure of the hydrocele ; yet, I think, it is not to be 
recommended, for ebvious reafons, and I never attempted 
it a fecond time, 


4 
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A CASE OF AN ENLARGED TESTICLE FROM A BLOW, 
WHICH SUCCEEDED HAPPILY. 


March the 17th, 1755. 


g R. E.W. of M. aman of a very robuft 
A conftitution, aged about thirty, fent for 


me on this occafion, a fortnight after the acci- 
dent. The tumour was of a large fize, in- 
flamed, hard, and painful, accompanied with » 
a fever; and the /permatic cord was alfo greatly 
enlarged and rigid. I let him blood, and re- 
peated that evacuation occafionally, feeing his 
blood was in a fizy ftate; gave him lenient 
purgatives, and nitrous medicines; advifed an 
_ exact regimen, with the very liberal ufe of di- 
luents, and directed a fomentation fhould be 
ufed twice a day, with a portion of Spirit. m1 
dereriin it, and cataplafms to be applied, pre- 
pared with oatmeal and the fomenting liquor, 
adding a little o/. o/ivar. to prevent {tiffnefs, 
and fupported the part with a bag, {trictly en- 
joining him to keep his bed, as an horizontal 
pofition would moft favour the retrograde mo- 
tion of the fluids through the difeafed parts, in 

the meandrous windings of their canals. 
By this treatment all his complaints were 
foon abated ; and when I found him in a good 
I condition 


234 CASES AND REMARKS 


condition to bear mercury, which was in about 
three weeks, I had recourfe to that powerful 
medicine, though I had not the leaft reafon 
to fufpect any thing venereal in the cafe. I 
gave him four or five grains of mer. dulc. rub- 
bed with flor. fulphuris, for four-or five nights 
fucceflively, anda lenient purge the next morn 
ing, {till continuing the nitrous remedies, to- 
pical application, &c. 

After perfevering about a month in this me- 
thod, the seficle was greatly diminithed, the 
inflammation and pain quite gone, and but lit- 
tle hardnefs remained ; I then direéted, inftead 
of the other external applications, a mercurial 
diniment fhould be well rubbed in twice a day, 
and that he fhould purge gently at due inter- 
vals, to prevent a ptyalifm, which reduced the 
tefticle to its natural fize, and entirely removed 
the induration in two months, 


A CAN= 
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A CANCER BOTH UPON THE TESTICLE ITSELF AND THE 
EPIDIDYMIS, OCCASIONED BY A BLOW, IN WHICH 
CASE CASTRATION SUCCEEDED. 


November the gth, 1756. 


WAS defired to affift in this operation, 

performed upon a gentleman about fifty 
years of age, naturally of a ftrong, healthy 
conititution. 

We found the /permatic cord in a much bet- 
ter condition than we expected, by examining 
it before the operation; but the /permatic ar-~ 
tery was exceedingly enlarged, which we took 
up with the needle and ligature, without in- 
cluding the cord. The whole ¢e/fcle and epi 
didymis were in a truly cancerous {tate, floating 
in a confiderable quantity of lymph, contained 
in the tunica vaginalis. 

The fymptoms after the operation were very 
favourable, the cafe terminated happily, and 
the patient continues perfeCtly well, though 
the operation was unreafonably delayed, abfo- 
lutely again{t our earneft advice, but he would 
not confent to it fooner, notwithftanding our 


remone 
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remonftrances, to fhow him the increafe of 
danger by deferring it. 


Ihave been concerned in feven operations, performed 
upon patients of my own and others, wherein the Jpermatic 
artery was taken up alone, after a diffection of the fheath, 
in which no threatening fymptoms enfued; but I have ob- 
ferved many bad accidents in confequence of tying the 
whole.cord, even caufing the death of the patients, as 
verily believe; therefore I cannot forbear ftrongly recom- 
mending the difcontinuance of that practice in caftration, 
to the confideration of my. brethren; and have inferted two 
cafes to enforce it. 

Read Mr. Pott’s Defcription, Remarks, &c. upon what 
he calls the Chimney-Sweeper’s Cancer of the Scrotum, 
in his Chirurgical Obfervations, publifhed in 1775, who, 
I believe, is the firft writer that has {pecifically, defcribed 
that difeafe; though Mr. Elfe, prior to his account of it, 
has juft mentioned it under the fame appellation, by way 
of note, in his judicious Treatife upon the Radical Cure of 
the Hydrocele T'unicz vaginalis propriz Teftis, pag. so, 
edit. 2, and how he fuccefsfully treated it, &c. I am 
informed that fuch cafes are frequently feen in the London 
hofpitals; and two fuch have lately: been admitted into the 
Norfolk and Norwich hofpital, one of which was cured by 
extirpation; but the other had made fuch progrefs, as to be 
rendered incurable by that operation. 


I have fince had fome converfation with a chimney- 
{weeper, a fenhble intelligent man, of whom I inquired 
what he knew of this difeafe, to which people of his bufinefs 
are fo particularly liable, as to obtain the name from 
thence; and he aflured me he had himfelf feen five or fix 
fuch inftances; one in a fervant of his own. JI alfo afked 

7 3 him 
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him, what was fuppofed to be the caufe of this complaint ? 
to which queftion he anfwered in thefe very words: —“ It 
« is generally believed to proceed from heats and colds, 
«¢ ftrains and bruifes ;’’ which feems no irrational account, 
confidering how the parts are often expofed, and the diffe- 
rent poftures and attitudes the body and limbs are neceflarily 
obliged to be put into, in climbing fome chimnies. 


A CASE 


Age 
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é 


A CASE SHOWING THE ADVANTAGE OF TAKING UP 
THE SPERMATIC ARTERY ALONE, WITH THE NEE« 
DLE AND LIGATURE, INSTEAD OF TYING THE 
WHOLE CORD, AS IS GENERALLY PRACTISED IN 
CASTRATION. 


Fune the 4th, 1760: 


REPUTABLE tradefinan in the city of — 
Norwich hada rotten tefficle, proceeding 
from a contufion by a fall twenty years before, 
which had long been accompanied with a budo- 
nocele, a fiftula in perineo, through which the 
urine conftantly paffed at two apertures, and a 
procidentia ani. In this miferable fate, I was 
joined in confultation with a phyfician and fur- 
geon of eminence, the refult of which, after 
deliberately confidering every circumftance, 
was to propofe caftration, and to attempt, at 
the fame time, to cut away the callofity of the 
jiftula, Jt was approved by the patient and 
his relations, and undertaken, after due pre- 
paration, and making a doubtful prognoftic, to 
{ecure our reputation as well as we could, ina 

cafe fo difmally circumftanced. 
In this operation, the fheath of the cord was 
fit with the point of the knife, and then far- 
ther 


° 
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ther opened with a pair of very {mall crooked 
{cifflars, by which fteps the operator fhowed 
the veffel fairly, and I then took it up, without 
any difficulty, in the ufual manner, with the 
needle and ligature, including only a little ce/- 
lular membrane in it. No ill accident fuper- 
vened, and the operation fucceeded fo happily, 
that the patient was perfectly cured of all his 
complaints, remaining fo to this day.* 


* Read Le Dran’s Operations, Obfervations, and Cone 
; 
fultations, concerning fiftulze in perinxo. 


A CASE 
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A CASE MANIFESTING THE DISADVANTAGE, AND 
DIRE EFFECTS, OF MAKING A LIGATURE UPON THE 
WHOLE SPERMATIC CORD IN CASTRATION. 


\HE year after the laft mentioned cafe, I 
M ‘was concerned with a furgeon who - 
chofe to tie the whole cord, having never feen 
the contrary method practifed; but two days 
after the operation, I was fent for in great 
hafte, the patient having fome very alarming 
fymptoms; and the furgeon, who practifed 
midwifery, was at that juncture fo clofely en- 
gaged, that he could not attend him, I found 
the patient inceflantly {training to vomit, ‘ac- 
companied with a hickup, in a high fever, his 
abdomen very tenfe, inflamed, and painful, 
particularly complaining that the pain extend- 
ed quite from the ligature, for which reafon I 
cut it dire@tly ; no blood enfued, and he was 
fenfible of fome inftant relief, upon removing 
that ftridure. I then took away a large quan- 
tity of blood, repeated that evacuation ten hours 
after, as his pulfe continued ftrong, and he 
was of a fanguine, plethoric habit, ordered a 


common clyfter to be given immediately after 
the 
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the firft bleeding, and a laxative mixture to be 


_ taken by little and little; that warm oil fhould 


be well rubbed all over the abdomen, keeping a 
flannel or a bladder of warm water conftantly 
at it, and that he fhould drink foft, diluting 
liquors freely, as foon as his ftomach was in a 
condition to bear them. The vomiting, hick- 
up, and all the train of threatening fymptoms 
foon abated, every thing went on well after- 
ward, and he was perfectly cured, without . 
any future bad accident. ‘The cafe requiring © 
this operation, was a large fcirrhous Ze/fzcle, 


. juft making the tranfition into the cancerous 


{tate. 

I am inclined to think, if the /permatzc 
cord was to be totally divided, and would ad- 
mit of being left long enough, an affiftant 
having firm hold of it, with his fingers and 
thumbs, upon comprefies of cloth above and 
below, to prevent the veffels from flipping up 
in the fheath upon the divifion, the operator 
might. take up the artery with the needle and 
ligature at the end*. An accident once hap- 
pened in an operation, wherein I was concern- 


* I put this method in praGtice in July, 1769, at Nore 


wich, to the entire fatisfaCtion of many furgeons prefent. 


* Vor. Hf, - o ed 
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ed, requiring fuch fteps, which fucceeded very 
well, though the artery was larger than com- 
mon. In general this veffel is but fmall, and 
perhaps, in fome inftances, the hemorrhage 
might be {topped by compreffion alone againft 
the os pudis, after bruifing the end by rubbing 
it; however it is better not to run fuch a rifk 
at any time™. By inadvertently cutting the 
cord too fhort, or when that circumftance 
proves unavoidable in this operation, the vef- 
fels may retract too far, and even into the ab- 
domen; great danger of which I once faw, and 
inftantly prevented. This merits particular 
attention.—-—Befides the danger I have been 
reprefenting that attends tying the whole cord, 
which is compofed of many tough fubftances, 
I have feen great inconvenience arife from the 
flownefs in digefting off the ligature, in the 
courfe of curing the wound. 


* A moft accurate anatomift and inquifitive phyfiologift, 
with whom I was well acquainted, and much obliged to, 
told me, that having a mind to obferve the proceedings of 
a bitch upon bringing forth her puppies, particularly in re- 
{pect to the bleeding from the umbilical arteries, he very 
attentively watched all her conduct and motions; and as 
*foon as the firft was fallen, fhe bit the funis umbilicalis 
afunder, and the bruife from the bite prevented the bleed- 


ing 
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ing from the arteries beyond difpute; for immediately upon 


the falling of the next whelp, he divided the funis with a 


fharp cutting inftrument, and then the arteries bled with 
impetuofity. 


See the power of inftinét providentially 


directing the brute part of the creation for its preferva- 
tion! 


Q2 OF 
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OF A CIRCOCELE THAT RESISTED ALL OTHER ME- 


THODS OF CURE, AND WOULD YIELD TO NOTHING 
BUT CASTRATION. . 


December the 19th, 1758. 


W. of T’. received an injury both upon 
¢ the /umbar and the inguinal region, by 
a piece of timber falling upon him in-a ftoop- 
ing pofture. 
Bleeding, gentle purging, and the common 
applications in recent contufions, &c. gave 
him fo much relief at firft, as to enable him to 
_ follow his bufinefs as a malfter again in a little 
time ; but thofe means did not entirely remove 
his pain, which was moft upon the /permatic 
cord. ; 
Two or three months after, he applied to 
me again, his labour proving more than he 
was able to bear, complaining of a violent pain 
of his loins and the fefficle, as wellas the /per- 
matic cord, which was very much thickened 
and knotted, the ¢e/fscle itfelf diminithed and 
the epididymis enlarged; and he was now ad- 
mitted into the hofpital under my care. 
Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding all the applications and 
methods both internal and external, in purfu- 
ance of the joint opinion of phyficians and fur- 


- geons, the pain increafed, and at length be- 


came fo infupportable, that he could get no 
reft night nor day, without the conftant ufe of 
opiates in large dofes ; from which confidera- 
tions caftration was refolved upon. The ope- 
ration was performed ¥uly the 2oth, and he 
was difiniffed perfectly cured Augu/# the 2gth. 


Q 3 A CASE 
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A CASE OF A FUNGOUS EXCRESCENCE UPON ONE OF THE: 


NYMPHA, FROM WHICH PROCEEDED A PROFUSE 
HZ MORRHAGE, BRINGING THE PATIENT’S LIFE IN- 
TO IMMINENT DANGER. 


N the year 1760, I was defired, with an- 
other furgeon to examine the flate and 
condition of a lady of a very delicate habit, 
about thirty years of age, and to make report 
to two phyficians, who attended her in a bad 
fever, accompanied with very threatening 
fymptoms. ‘They had been informed of a 
profule bemorrbage, fuppofed to be uterine, 
with the additional alarming circumttance, that 
it was apprehended the va TINA ufer? was mor- 
tified ; both which were ftrangely mifrepre= 
fented. We faund an excrefcence about the 
bignefs of a {mall walnut, like a fungus, upon 
one of the zymphe, from whence the Aemor- 
ybage had proceeded fome time, and weakened 
the patient exceflively ; and from fome part of 
the excrefcence having a livid afpect, arofe the 
apprehenfions of the mortification. _We made 
our report accordingly, that the effufion of 
blood was not w#¢erine, nor the vagina uteri in 
a mortified tate; declaring it was our opinion, 
I | that 


ae 
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that the excrefcence might fafely be extirpated ~ 
by incifion, and the hemorrhage, in all pro- 
bability, reftrained by that means. The refult 
of our conference with the phyficians on this 
occafion, was to have the operation performed, 
- with the patient’s free confent: it was propofed 
to her, the readily confented, and it was then 
done dire@tly, {topping the bemorrbage in con=_ 
fequence of the operation by the needle and li- 
gature. The wound was treated in the com- 
mon manner, and {fhe lived fome time after it 
was perfectly healed, without any return of 
the bleeding, which event anfwered the expecta= 
tions we gave the phyficians ; but her other 
complaints would not yield to their judicious 
prefcriptions. | 

It was imagined fhe might have faftained an 
injury in a hard labour, fome months before, to 
give rife to the excrefcence ; but this point 
could not be determined with any certainty.* 


* Concerning an exuberance, &c. of chis part, confult, 
Heifter, Solingen, and Mauriceau. 


Q 4 A FISs, 
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A FISTULA IN ANO CURED IN A SINGULAR MANNER, 
BY MAKING AW OPENING INTO THE VAGINA UTERI. 


I N the year 1761 I attended a worthy magi- 
{trate in the city of Norwich, in the moft 
extenfive f/tula in ano I ever {aw cut, which 
fo happily fucceeded, that he was perfectly 
cured by the operation, even beyond expedta- 
tion, his conftitution being much impaired ; 
in which cafe the dark was of fingular fervice. 


During this attendance, as an auxiliary, 
his furgeon in ordinary defired me to vifit a 
woman, between 30 and 40 years of age, who 
had been his patient more than fix months, in 
a fimilar cafe, difcharging an immoderate quan- 
tity of a fetid fauies; and fhe was much ema- 
ciated, with a kind of hectic from abforption 
of fuch putrid matter, and lofs of appetite. 
The furgeon had opened feveral /xu/fes in 
different directions, and treated the cafe judi- 
cioufly; but one remaining pretty high upon 
the recfum, tending dire&tly towards the vagina 
uteri, frora whence the matter was difcharged, 
that he durft not venture to open, perplexed 
him very much; on which occafion he defired 
me to examine the ftate of her cafe with him. 


By 
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By introducing a probe, properly curved, into 
the finus, and my finger into the vagma, I 
found it terminated juft above the caruncule 

myrtiformes. 1 propofed to his confideration, 
under thefe circumftances, the drawing a feton 
through the rectum into the vagina, to which 
he readily agreed, and the operation was eafily 
performed, as has been mentioned, with an in- 
ftrument a little more curved than a ton/il- 
needle, having an eye towards the point*. It 
fucceeded to our with; the difcharge was foon 
obtained, at this depending opening in the 
vagina, with little or no inconvenience. Af- 
ter continuing the feton about three weeks it 
was left out, and the cure completed without 
any farther trouble; but a deficcative injection 
was made ufe of fome time, both into the rec- 
tum and vagina. 

This woman ventured to marry foon after 
fhe was cured, and brought forth a ftrong, 
healthy child in lefs than a year ; fince which - 
fhe alfo remains perfectly well. 


* See vol. I. 
+ See Mr. Pott’s treatife lately publifhed upon this 
ubject. 


A CASE 
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A CASE IN WHICH THE PLACENTA UTERINA WAS CO« 
VERED WITH OSSIFICATIONS, COMMUNICATED TO 
ME BY MR. DONNE, WHICH WE EXAMINED TOGE- 
THER, AND THEN SENT TO DOCTOR HUNTER, AS A 
CURIOUS ANATOMICAL PREPARATION, 


GENTLEWOMAN about twenty-five 
years of age, of a delicate but healthy ha~ 

bit, fent for me on the 6th of November 1761, 
after having been in labour fome hours. On 
examination I found the os uzer7 confiderably 
dilated, the membranes protruding almoft to - 
the os externum, which I broke immediately, 
as there was a confiderable flooding. The 
head of the child came down into the pe/vzs in 
a pain or two, and fhe was foon after delivered 
ofa ftrong, healthy child. The flooding which 
had ftopped by breaking the membranes, and 
the child’s head defcending low down into the 
pelvis, returned again with fo much. violence, 
that I judged it neceflary to bring away the p/z- 
centa, Upon introducing my hand into the 
uterus, I laid hold of the placenta entirely fe- 
parated from the uterus, every part of which 
in contact with my hand was fo full of fharp 
points, that 1 brought it away with pain to 
my felf: 
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myfelf: thefe tharp points were innumerable 
- offifications, forming a fine net-work refem- 
bling the fibrous coat of a melon, which co- 
vered the whole furface of the placenta, that 
was attached to the uterus. My patient reco- 
-vered in the ufual time, without any particular 
or bad fymptoms, or more violent after-pains 
or difcharges than fhe had before experienced, 
this being her fecond child.—Oéfoder the 
ath, 1763, Lattended the fame patient again, 
and then delivered her of a healthy child. The 
placenta had now offifications fufficient to 
prove the fact, which determined me to fecure 
it; the firft, to my great mortification, and 
contrary to my requeft, having been deftroyed. 
I have only to add farther, that about four 
months fince I brought away, from the fame 
perfon, a third which had fome offifications ; 
thefe indeed were fo trifling, that they had pafied 
unobferved ; but the extraordinary appearance 


of the firft, the fame again in a lefs degree in 
the fecond, excited my curiofity to examine 
minutely the laft. 


Door D’Urban tells me, he once met with a cafe, where 
the placenta was feparated with uncommon difficulty; dnd 
upon examination found it befet with cretaceous and offi- 


fied fubftances. | 


A CASE 
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A CASEIN WHICH THE OS COCCYGIS PASSED THROUGH 
THE RECTUM IN A VERY EXTRAORDINARY MAN-= 
NER. 


Ln “Fuly 17605 


a GENTLEMAN ’s child, two years and, 

a half old, naturally of a ftrong, healthy 
conftitution, had been treated fome time as in a 
worm cafe, with a variety of medicines for that 
purpofe ; but her complaints increafed till the 
voided what was fuppofed to be a ftone, after 
taking a purge. A phyfician was confulted 
next day, and had the following hiftory of the 
cafe related to him, with what has been men- 


tioned, by the mother of the child, and the 


fervant who had the care of her. They faid, 
for fome months paft, that they obferved with. 
out any evident caufe the child loft her florid 
and natural complexion, grew wan and pale, 
extremely penfive, fretful and uneafy, and up- 
on every motion, or being taken up, or ftirred 
in any manner, cried out and {creamed, as if 
in violent pain. From being fond of exercife 
and playful, fhe never liked to move, and 


when obliged to do fo, always moved with 


URCOM= | 
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uncommon flownefs and caution, as if under 
fome. extreme uneafinefs. Some days before 
fhe paffed, what was thought a ftone, fhe 
feemed to be conftantly in great agony upon 
going to ftool, became exceedingly pale and 
faint, requiring to be laid upon a bed for fome 
time after, to recover her. | | 

When the phyfician examined the fubftance, 
he was convinced of its being a bone, at firft 
fight, and did not doubt of its being the os coc- 
cygis. He ftrictly inquired whether it was 
certain, that the child had voided this bone by 
ftool, and the anfwer was——{he had taken a 
purge againft worms, upon which account, 
after every motion, her ftools were carefully 
examined, in order to obferve if any worms 
came away; and that when the fervant found 
st in one of them, fhe immediately ‘fhowed it 
to her mittrefs. 

After hearing this relation, the phyfician 
defired the child might be brought to Norwich 
to have the parts examined by a furgeon, as 
foon as fhe could bear the journey ; and I was 
then defired to attend her with the phyfician. 
The fubftance of the preceding relation was 
repeated, and upona view of the bone, I could 

not 
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not hefitate a moment, in pronouncing it to be 
the os coccygis, having loft its point. The 
anus appeared a little inflamed and excoriated, 
but the child bore the introduction of my fin- 
ger into the rectum, and moving it there, in 
every direction, without complaining, where I 
found nothing amifs, any more than if it had 
never been injured; and this examination was 
made about a week after the expulfion of the 
bone. The flight inflammation and excoria- 
tion, at the verge of the anus, were foon 
cured, by the application of cerat. alb. and 
unguent. faturnin. mixed; and. fhe has never 
fince had the leaft complaint in thefe parts; 
but what fhe fuffered, on this occafion, has ir- 
reparably injured her conftitution, and health 
in general. | 

As it appeared to us highly probable, we- 
fufpected this difeafe might proceed from a 
hurt, by a violent fall upon her breech, the 
fhock extending to the juncture of the os coc- 
cygis with the /acrum; and, in confequence of 
which, that an inflammation and ad/ce/s might 
enfue, though they pafied unobferved; but 
our interrogations could not bring fuch an ac- 
cident to light. 

- Nature 
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Nature alone wrought a very notable cure in 
this cafe, the fingularityeof which made fome 
gentlemen of the faculty doubt of the fact, and 
too haftily exprefs themfelves concerning it ; 

_ but the authenticity of the evidence incontefti~ 
bly fupporting its reality, muft filence all 
vague conjectures. . 


A DROPSY 
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A DROPSY SITUATED UNDER THE RECTUS CRURALIS, 
AND BETWEEN THE VASTUS INTERNUS AND EXTER= 
NUS MUSCLES, IMMEDIATELY ABOVE THE KNEE, 
WHICH HAD LONG BEEN LOOKED UPON AS AN IN= 
CURABLE WHITE-SWELLING.« 


February the 2d, 1753. 


H C. aged 45, was brought to me by the 
e Officers of the parifh of T. and gave 


me the following account of himfelf. That he 
firft took notice of a {welling about fix years 
before, upon the fore-part of his thigh juft 
above his knee, attended with a dull fenfation 
of pain; that the {welling gradually increafed, 
and, fora year or two paft, that the pain had 
fometimes been very acute. He alfo told me, 
that the methods which had been taken, by 
thofe under whofe care he had been, rather in- 
creafed his complaints, and that they advifed 
him not to fuffer it to be opened by any means. 
e From my obfervation and experience in four 
cafes, which appeared to me of a fimilar nature 
to this, wherein I had fucceeded, I did believe, 
there was a lymphatic fluid collected between 
the mufcles, which was abfolutely neceflary to 
be evacuated by opening, having been fo long 

: extrava= 
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 extravafated, that there was no probability of 


its ever being abforbed; I therefore did not at 
all hefitate about advifing to have incifions 
made into the tumour. 

He was of a lax habit, and his health in 
general not very good; but when I had cor- 
rected a little diforder in it, which appeared 
proper to be attended to, I opened the tumour 
both on the infide and outfide of the limb, by 
incifions two or three inches in length, aiming 
to make them correfpond with the interftices 


of the mufcles, and difcharged more than a 


pint of infpiflated lymph: I then drew a feton 
through, and continued it till I thought the 


cavity might be a good deal contracted, at 


which time I left it out, touched the edges of 
the wounds with cau/?. Junare repeatedly, fo ¢s 
to prevent their uniting too {oon externally, 
dreffed fuperficially in the common manner, 
and applied a laced knee-piece, with an eafly 
comprefs affixed to it, to reft upon the top of 
the thigh, the full extent of the cavity. The 
difcharge gradually leffened, and quite ceafed 
in two months, the patient continuing perfect- 
ly well, with a free motion of the joint, and 
can walk many miles without pain or incon- 
venience. | 


MiGE At R In 
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In two of the cafes which I have mentioned, 
the fluid appeared alfo below the knee; on the 
infide of one of them, and on the outfide of the 
other, at the bottom of the patella, where I 
made openings as well as above, and found 
they communicated. 

This difeafe has been taken for a dropfy of 
the joint, in which the fluid is contained under 
the burfal ligament, but there is a very. mate- 
rial difference between thefe difeafes in point of 
danger, though of great apparent affinity ; for 
the accefs of the air upon opening, foon changes 
the foft into an acrimonious fluid, productive 
of dreadful confequences when in the joint. 
The more manifeft flu€tuation of this fluid, and 
its extending higher up the thigh, when its re- 
fidence is between the mufcles, are criterions 
by which we may diftinguifh one from the - 
other. 


Since the firft edition of my Obfervations, | have received 
accounts from two furgeons of the beft character relative to 
‘this matter. One of them exprefsly fays he has met with 
two fuch cafes, which he cured by opening, one of which 
was deemed an incurable white-fwelling, by two furgeons, 


‘| under whofe care the patient had been a confiderable time 3 
_ aud.he aflured me he had not remarked this {pecies of tumour 


before I defcribedit. The other gentleman informed me 
that a perfon was committed to his care, with a large tu- 


mous 


eA, ee eS ar ee See ” 
a te ree 


¢ 2A INMPSERGBRYSICLD 239 


mour upon his knee, in which cafe he vonrenehis the fluid 
was contained under the durfa/ ligament in the joint; but 
upon opening it where it was moft prominent, juft above 
the'knee' and ‘beneath, on theoutfide of the patella) ‘he dif- 
covered: his miftake, as he ingenuoufly confefled, and cured 


a 


his patient. 
Since the fecond edition of thefe Obfervations, many 


fimilar cafes have come under my notice, fome of which 
were ‘cured by the following method, and fome by opéning ; 
“the latt. and the largeft tumour of this kind which Lever 
fawy had a cauftic applied to the infide and outfide of the 
limb with se 


RP 
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- § SIMILAR CASE TO THE LAST MENTIONED, CURED IN 
ITS RECENT STATE WITHOUT OPENING. 


December the 28th, 1758. 


G. a farmer’s fervant of N. one of the 
e perfons alluded to in the preceding 
chapter, who was cured as there directed fix 
years before, applied to me now concerning a 
tumour upon his other knee of a fimilar kind, 
when it had not been of more than a month’s 
duration; but the other, when I firft faw it, 
had been gradually increafing above three years. 
A phyfician of eminence, who had afked me, 
when another fuch cafe came under my no- 
tice, to give him an opportunity of feeing it, 
and a furgeon who had feen the former cafe, 
examined this tumour with me the very day 
he applied to me, and the fluid then appeared 
to us to have a confiderable degree of tenacity, 
by its fluggifh motion under our fingers. 
Confidering its recent ftate, I was willing 
to attempt the cure, without opening the tu- 
mour; and after bleeding and purging to empty 
his veffels and peels pi purfued the following 
method. 
I wrapped 
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-T wrapped the whole joint, and about half 
way up the thigh, round with brown paper, 
{everal times doubled, moiftened in Spirit. min- 
dereri warmed, putting a laced bandage over 
it, ordering the paper fhould be conftantly 
wetted as it grew dry, with a {punge dipped 
into that liquor, or a folution of crude falt am- 
moniac in vinegar, about half an ounce to a 
pint, always ufing it moderately warm. I gave 
him a draftic mercurial purge every fourth or 
fifth day, and now and then an antimonial vo- 
mit, kept him to a ftrong decoétion of guaia- 
cum with fal diuret. diffolved in it, for his 
common drink, and directed a proper attenuat- 
ing diet, which method agreed, and he bore it 
very well. 

In about a fortnight there was an apparent 
alteration in the confiftence of the fluid, by its 
eafy undulatory motion; like water in a blad- 
der, even with the lighteft touch of the fingers ; 
the abforption then evidently began, and the 
tumour was entirely difperfed in a little more 
than a month, the fluid gradually decreafing 
every day. 

The topical remedies caufed {mall veficles, 
two ar three times during the cure; but they 

R 3 were 
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were foon healed by an epulotic ceraté; ‘and the 
patient able to bear thofe applications ‘again. © 
In order to recover the-elafticity, or tone-of 
the relaxed parts, I advifed the cold-bath, and 
pumping upon the knce'a few’ minutes every. 
morning; which had‘a good effect, and reco- 
vered the perfect ufe' and’ {trength of his limb, 
enabling him, in a {hort time, to walk about 
from morning till night, as his laborious bufi- 
nefs required, withqut any complaint after fuch 
exercife: and he ftill remains ‘perfectly well, 
not having the leaft weaknefs or impediment im 
the motion of either knee. © | 


\ Dhave cured feveral bagging tumours upon the knee di- 
rectly over the patella, and at the elbow over the olecranon, 
unattended with pain, or much hindrance to the motion of 
the refpective joints, by the following embrocation: well 
rubbed in warm twice a day, keeping a comprefs of cloth, 
or brown paper, moiftened with the fame conftantly upon 
them, with moderate bandage of a roller, or laced piece, 
which is preferable. ! | 


R Aceti acerrimi \b fs 
Sal. amon. crutl. 3 Js 
Liniment. volat. Zu. m. f. 
Solutio. 


This application I have alfo found a very powerful atte- 
nuant upon other occafions. | 

{ know not what fpecific namie to give this tumour; but 

it 
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jt appears to be a difeafe of the membrana cellulifc, and of 
gn cedematous kind. Saha | 

In feveral inftances, in an univerfal anafarca to a great 
degree, Lhave feen very extraordinary effects attend the ap- 
plication of the /carijicator to the legs and thighs, or legs 
only ; repeating the operation, as occafion required, and 
applying the fearificator as often at atime as appeared ne- 
ceflary.—This method 1 firft practifed u horit 
Qf Monf. Le Dran. See his Operations in Surgery. 


pon the authority 


I believe a fearificator made with larger and fewer lancets, 


‘ftanding at a greater diftance than in a common one, and 


Yo contrived as to be raifed higher occafionally, would be 


more applicable to this purpofe, as the Jancets in that will 


not, in fome cafes, penetrate deep enough into the celludar 


wembrane. — 

Since the fecond edition of thefe papers, I was defired by 
a furgeon to vifit a patient with him, who had a large cir- 
cum(cribed tumour directly over the patella, unattended 
with inflammation, which he thought contained a fluid that 
required opening; but by the above method, with brifk 
mercurial purges, the tumour was perfectly difperfed in 


about fix weeks, much to the furgeon’s and patient’s fatis- 


faction. 


-] 


R4 A TRUE 
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A TRUE SCIRRHUS UPON THE THIGH EXTIRPATED 
WITHOUT SUCCESS. 


R. Donne, of Dereham, whom I have 
already mentioned, defired me to be 


prefent, fome years ago, at the extirpation ofa. 


painful, moveable, and exceedingly hard tu- 
mour, which had been gradually growing about 
five years to a large fize, fituated under the 
mufc. rect. crural. with its fixed point towards 
the knee, between the vaflus internus & ex- 
rernus. 

The patient was twenty-five vears of age, 
and his conftitution not remarkably bad. It 
appeared doubtful to us in contfultation what was 
beft to be done fn this cafe; but he would not 
hear of the lofs of his limb, which indeed 
feemed rather more advifable than extirpation 
of the tumour only. 


The tumour was well extirpated, which 


weighed thirteen ounces, and was evidently 
glandular ; the outfide of it was white, {mooth, 
and almoft as hard asa cartilage, and the infide 
refembled an hard apple when cut; which ap- 
pearance denotes an ill character. 


The 
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The fymptoms after the operation were not 

at firft unfavourable, but the diforder foon 

appeared of a cancerous nature, as was fufpect- 

ed, and killed the patient; for he would not 

take the only chance that remained to preferve 
his life, which was amputation of the limb. 


| OF 
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OF EXCRESCENCES, &c. WITH A CANCEROUS ASPECT. 


1. elena years ago, ina young fubjea, I 
extirpated a large excrefcence of this 
kind, which filled the orbit of the eye; and I 
was obliged to remove the whoie of the eye with 
it. The operation fucceeded very well, and 
nothing occurred in it, or afterwards, worth 
particular notice. 

I have fince extirpated a fmaller from the 
eye of an elderly gentleman, in confequence of 
its being thought advifable, in confultation, to 
remove it by incifion; which appeared fimilar. 
to that in the fecond cafe in Hi/danus. The 
eye remained eafy about three years after, and 
then another excrefcence {prouted from the op- 
pofite corner of it; but as the fuccefs was now 
deemed very precarious, he refolved not to fub- 
mit to another painful operation, contenting 
himfelf with a gentle palliative method. ‘This 
difeafe grew gradually worfe, and terminated 
in a true cancer, affecting the whole globe of 
the eye before he died. 

Several years ago a woman, upwards of fe- 


venty, fhowed me a large {ubftance upon her 
| head, 
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Head,’ apparently of this nature, proceeding 
frond what the called a wen, in which ftate I 
never faw it. ‘The part upon which it was 
fituated encouraged me’ to propofe the opera= 
tion, as I could eafily take fuch a circumfe- 
rence into the found parts as would be moft 
likely to eradicate it effectually. I extended 
the incifion neat an inch beyond the bafis of 
the excrefcence, and left the fkull quite bare, 
in the center of which was a circular black 
foot, four or five lines in diameter. ‘The cure 
of the wound was effected without any difh~ 
culty, after a very thin exfoliation of the bone, 
and the part remained perfectly well as long as 
fhe lived, which was about ten years. 
Two years ago I was defired by Mr. Sit, 
a furgeon of character at Wickham- Market, 
in Suffolk, to give my opinion concerning a 
cancerous breaft, which had been ulcerated 
about a year, without making any great pro- 
grefs, and was not much fixed to the fubjacent 
mufcle: and alfo in a large cancerous excref~ 
cence upon the cheek of another. patient, a 
gentlewoman advanced in years, which had 
been fuperficially removed twice by ligature ; 
but foon {prouted up again, and was now 
much Jarger and apparently worle conditioned 
than 
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than ever. My advice in thefe cafes was to 
extirpate the breaft and excrefcence, according 
to the hints given in the chapter of Remarks 
and Reflections upon cancerous Tumours, &c. 
_and both operations fucceeded very happily, 
which were then performed while I was 
prefent. _ | 

I have been concerned in the amputation of 
four penes, three of which on account of en- 
ormous fungous fubftances upon the gé/ans, 
from venereal caufes. We met with no diffi- 
culty in ftopping the Lemorrhages ; after fix-. 
ing the fkin, by a foft narrow roller turned 
three or four times round the member, come 
preftion was effectually made with the fingers 
and thumbs of an affiftant, whilft the opera- 
tion was performed by making the double in- 
cifion; and two or three veffels in each cafe 
were taken up by the needle and ligature. We 
found no occafion for a tourniquet in thefe 
Operations, nor a canula in the cure, both 
which may have their ufe in fome cafes. The 
patients were put into proper courfes, and 
cured without much trouble. 7 


THE 


IN SURGERY. CORR 


8 
ME FOLLOWING LETTER; RELATIVE TO CANCEROUS 
DISORDERS OF THE EYE, WAS WRITTEN IN ANSWER 
TO ONE WHICH I RECEIVED FROMA GENTLEMAN OF 
CHARACTER IN THE FACULTY AT PLYMOUTH. 


Shottefbam, Fune the 20th, 17586 


DEAR SIR, 


T the time I received your letter, I hap- 
pened to be clofely engaged in bufinefs, 
or would have anfwered it dire@ly. 

The patient, concerning whofe cafe you de- 
fire more particular information, than appears 
in my obfervations, was a girl between fixteen 
and feventeen years of age, “apparchidly Bishi 
in all refpeéts, except the excrefcence upon her 
eye. When I was firft confulted about it, I 
was informed it had been gradually growing 
two or three years, from the greater canthus 
of the eye, but that it had lately made a {wift 
progrefs. It now overfpread all the external 
furface of the eye, indeed the whole globe of 
the eye feemed affected, though it was ftill 
pretty eafily moveable in its orbit with our 
fingers, whence it projected more than an 


aie inch: 
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inch: and there appeared no profpect of fuce 
cefs, by any other means than removing the 
whole eye by the knife; an operation. very 
precarious in its event, in which light I re- 
prefented it to the perfons nearly concerned : 
however, being earneftly defired by them, and 
the furgeon who ‘had long been concerned in 
the family, I was induced to undertake it, By 
the conftant ftriture of the eye-lids, a neck 
was formed in the excrefcence, about which I 
firft tied pieces of narrow tape, crucially, in 
order to draw the eye upwards, downwards, 
ot forwards, occafionally, as I cut, whilft my 
affiftant kept the eye-lids out of the way of 
the knife. I began the incifion at the inferior 
part, diflecting all away as clean as poflible, 
quite round down to the bottom of the orbit, 
dividing the optic nerve. The hemorrhage 
was not profufe, and was eafily reftrained by - 
filling the orbit with foft, dry lint, and making 
moderate prefiure upon it with the hand: over 
the lint was applied a plafter of unguent.. tri- 
pharm, with eafy comprefs.and bandage; en- 
joining the obfervance of a ftrict regimen, and 
no bad accident happened in confequence of 
the operation. The lint was fuffered to. be- 
come quite loofe before it was removed, the 

wound 
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wound digested kindly, and was healed by the. 
common treatment. Afterwards fhe kept the. 
part conftantly covered with a black filk plaf-) 
ter, over a little foft lint or cotton. In order. 
to prevent future appearances of the difeafe as- 
much as poflible, fhe was put into an altera~. 
tive courfe, and kept ftrictly to it a long while;. 
had a feton drawn into her neck, and when. 
that was worn out, fuper-{capulary fontanels 
were opened. She lived fome years without. 
any frefh appearance of the diforder, and, was: 
then carried off by an epidemic fever. 

Thefe are all the occurrences I can recollegt 
concerning this cafe, which, I think, may be 
worth your notice; and I, wifh they may an- 
_fwer any good purpofe, if you have a patient 
| under fuch circumftances, and find reafon to 
practife the method I have defcribed ; but cer~ 
tainly fuch cafes are to be looked upon as very 
Indeed I am 
afraid we fhall never arrive at the neceflary de- 
eree of knowledge, to enable us to judge with 
any certainty or precifion, what will be the 
event when we undertake the extirpation of 
any tumour or excrefcence, which has a car- 
cinomatous afpect ; therefore we cannot be too 


cautious 


precarious in their event. 
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cautious in our prognoftics, upon fuch occa. 
fions, in defenee of our reputation, which 
ftands upon flippery ground; nor be too well 
advifed before we engage in fuch doubtful and ~ 
important matters: for nothing can effectually 
protect us without fuccefs, as people in gene- 
ral are too apt to judge and determine from 
events, without futhciently confidering circum- 
ftances, and making allowances for them in 
favour of the furgeon: but, to be neither rath 
nor timorous becomes the character of a fur- 
geon; and, after having taken the moft pru- 
dent meafures to guard againft cenfure, I would 
not have him difcouraged from acting, even in 
the moft dangerous cafes, merely for fear his 
reputation fhould fuffer, if he fhould not fuc- 
ceed in his attempt.—I am going beyond the 
limits of a letter, and fhall conclude with a 
fhort hiftory of a cafe pertinent to this fubject. 
About ten years ago, a very able furgeon of 
my acquaintance afked me to give him my opi- 
nion concerning a patient.of his, near feventy 
years of age, who had too long neglected fuch 
a difeafe of his eye. It had the appearance of 
a hard, flefhy fubftance; was of a dark-red 
colour, and pyriform figure, projecting at leaft 
three 


an 
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three inches beyond the orbit ; and it was ex- 


tremely painful, attended with fuch an ex- 


quifite fenfibility, that the leaft touch of the 


finger, upon any part of its furface, was al- 


-moftintolerable, giving him at the fame time 


much pain on the fizciput. He kept it covered 
with a foft cerate ; it would not bear to be ex- 
pofed to the air, without immediately caufing 
a great increafe of pain, ftill aggravated when 
the rays of the fun fell upon it. Under thefe 
deplorable and difcouraging circumftances, in — 
a cafe which appeared to us truly cancerous, 
we could not, by any means, think it advif- 
able to propofe an operation. We advifed the 
moft gentle applications, the obfervance of 
an exact regimen, with the ufe of opiates, 
occafionally, to afluage the pain; and a few 
months clofed the miferable {cene. We could 
not obtain leave, after his death, to infpect and 
examine the tumour itfelf, and parts adjacent, 
by opening the fkull, &c. as we wifhed to have 
had the opportunity of doing. ‘There feemed 
to us in this cafe, a great fimilarity to the firft 
in Hildanus ; but notwithftanding his great au- 
thority and fuccefs, we durft not venture to 
remove the tumour, as it was evidently cancer= 

PO. Els S ous, 
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ous, in a man fo advanced in years, worn out 
with pain, &c. 


I wifh what I have written may give you 
any fatisfaCtion ; and am, 


DEAR SIR, 
YOUR AFFECTIONATE BROTHER, 


AND FAITHFUL SERVANT, 


3B. GO UC Fi. 
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OF AN EYE WHICH HAD A CANCEROUS ASPECT, PRO-_ 
CEEDING FROM A BLOW, HAPPILY EXTIRPATED. 


N December 1764, Mr. Donne of Nor- 

wich, whom I have before mentioned, aifk- 
ed my opinion concerning a perfon’s eye, 
which had a cancerous appearance, proceed- 
ing from a blow, with a man’s fift, about 
three years before; and his cafe growing daily 
worfe, without having found any relief, by 
the moft proper treatment, it was now in 
confultation thought advifable, to extirpate 
the whole eye without delay ; which operation 
was well performed, and fucceeded happily. 
The effufion of blood was profufe, yet puff- 
ball with moderate preffure reftrained it; and 


_ the wound was healed without any ill accident 


fupervening. Though a confiderable portion 
of the upper and under eye-lids was takeh 
away in the operation, yet from the great ex- 
tenfibility of the fkin and ce//u/ar membrane 
in this part, the czcatrzx was not broader than 
a ftraw; and the orbit was fo well filled as 
to leave but a fmall concavity. The patient 

a2 remains 
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remains perfectly free from complaint, and 
is able to do the bufinefs of a taylor very 
well with his other eye, which was in fome 
meafure affected before the operation ; com- 
plaining alfo of ‘acute pain in his head fome- 
times, | 3 
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of A PUNCTURE QUITE THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF 

"THE GLOBE OF THE EYE, ATTENDED WITH DREAD- 
FUL CONSEQUENCES; PUTTING THE PATIENT’S LIFE 
INTO IMMINENT DANGER. 


| GENTLEWOMAN of a good contti- 
| tution, aged twenty-five, about a fort- 
night after lying-in, as fhe was endeavouring 
to open a faft knot in a tape with a pointed 
inftrument, it fuddenly flipt, and paffed forci- 
bly through the body of the eye, letting out 
the aqueous humour; and whether it pene- 
‘trated the bone in the orbit, or not, was doubt- 
ful. Ina few days alarming fymptoms fuper- 
vened, as {welling and infammation of the 
whole eye and circumjacent parts, attended 
with fever and pain, almoft to diftra¢tion, ex- 
tending deep into her head, and affecting the - 
whole half of it, which would not yield to the 
furgeon’s endeavours to relieve. 

On November the rath, 1774, more than 
five weeks after the accident happened, I was 
called into confultation with the furgeon, and 
a phyfician well acquainted with anatomy and 
furgery was alfo joined with us. We delibe- 
rately confidered every circumftance in this 
Ue Sh very 
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very deplorable cafe, which now evidently 
threatened the patient’s life, and thought it 
advifable to extirpate the whole eye projecting 
out of its orbit, the fight being irrecoverably 
loft, and the other much affeéted. ) 

The furgeon having never performed an ope- 
ration of this kind, or feen it done, was de- 
firous, as well as the patient herfelf and her 
relations, that I fhould undertake it, which I 
did; and, notwithftanding my age, effected it 
without any difficulty, having done the like fuc- 
_cefsfully twice before. I began at the greater 
canthus, proceeding in the diffection firft be- 
neath, and fo quite round to the bottom of the 
orbit; taking all poffible care to avoid injuring 
the eye-lids, with the help and particular at- 
tention of my afliftants, and I was but little 
more than a minute in performing the opera- 
tion. The bemorrhage, which was not im- 
moderate, was effectually reftrained by foft, 
dry lint alone, and gentle preffure, with an 
eafy well adapted bandage. The wound di- 
gefted kindly, without any confequent ill ac- 
cidents, with mild applications, emollient ca- 
taplafms, &c. and then a deficcative lotion 
prepared with pulv. é ceruffa compofit. lap. ca- 
lam, bene levigat. aq. calcis 8 aq. rofar. with 

I a CC= 
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a cerate of the fame nature, completed the cure 


in a few weeks; after which the enjoyed good 


_ health, and the perfect fight of the other eye. 


In confequence of the operation, we obferv- 
ed little or no increafe of fever, which, with 
the pain of the head, foon abated, and went 
off as the wound digefted. I ftaid with her 


_ eight days, and left her quite eafy, without any 


threatening fymptom. | | 

Upon diffection of the eye, we found the 
cryftalline and vitreous humours altered, and 
diffolved into a kind of purulent appearance, — 
and the coats, &c. in a very difeafed and pu- 
trid ftate; which fully fatisfied us, and all 
concerned, about the propriety of the ope~ 
ration. 


S 4 OF . 
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OF WENS, &c. 


“SNELE featoma, meliceris, and atheroma, 
are the three kinds of encyfted tumours: 
which our writers take notice of under the de 
nomination of «wens; befides which, there is a 
fourth {pecies not diftin@tly remarked by them, © 
appearing to be only an increafe of the membrana 
adipofa itfelf, growing fometimes to a prodigi- 
ous magnitude. 

Many years ago I aflifted a gentleman, of 
great eminence in his profeffion, in taking off 
a tumour of this fort, which was fituated upon 
a woman’s loins, extending from one fide to the 
other, and it hung down upon her*hips, re- 
fembling a cufhion, fuch as porters reft their 
burdens upon; it weighed about fourteen 
pounds, and when we carefully examined it, 
we found it to be entirely fat. I have fince - 
extirpated nine myfelf, but none of them 
weighed more than a pound ; one of them, 
fituated upon the right trapezius mufcle, had 
a true glandular fcirrhous knot, the fize of a 
nutmeg, in the very centre of it. No illacci- 
dent happened in the cure of any of them, nor 


in 
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$n fome others, wherein I have been concerned 
with other furgeons. | | 

This kind of tumour admits of extir patter? 
better than thofe before mentioned, which 
fometimes are fo deeply rooted between the 
mufcles, and fituated fo near large blood-vel- 
-fels, as to make the operation tedious and dan- 
gerous; but this may be diffected from the 
common membrane of the fubjacent mufcles 
with great eafe and fafety. 

The foftnefs of this fort of tumour, feolins 
like fat, with the breadth of its bafe, diftinguifh 
it from the other, but I have feen one in which 
the fubftance was harder, and deceived our 
judgment before the extirpation ; though upon 
examination after, it was found to be only a 
lump of perfect fat. a? 

After having obferved this kind of moar 
feveral times, I accidentally met with it parti- 
cularly and accurately defcribed, in the Mem. 
del Acad. Roy. des Sciences, for the year 1709, 
by Monf: Littre, a very eminent French wri- 
ter, who calls it Lipome, according to the fol- 
lowing tranfcript, which I thought would not 
be unfeafonably introduced here from the ori« 
ginal, | ! 


LailS 
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© Les Medecins tiennent qu’une Loupe peut etre de trois ef 


© peces, felon la matiere dont elle Jera formée : Si cette matiere 
© reffemble a de la boutlle, la Loupe s’appelle Atheroma: Si 
© elle reffemble a du miél, Meliceris : Si élle reffemble a du fuify 
© Steatome. Monf. Littre, veut etabler un quatrieme efpeces 
¢ qui J? appellera, Lipome, a caufe de la graiffe qui forme la 
© Loupe. Ll en a vi une en éffed? placée fur I epaule a’ un 
© homme depuis 4 a § ans, groffe comme un paind un fou, qui 
© x’ etoit qu un Kifte ou Sac membraneux mince, 8 ad un 
© ziffu fort lache rempl d’ une graiffe molle, et qui avoit toutes 
© les qualites des graiffes ordinaires. Quoique la graiffe & le 
© fuif fe refemblent, cette nouvelle efpece de Loupe, ou ce Lis 
“ pome, ne peut pas etre rapporté au Steatome, parce que la 
© matiere du Steatome, n° eff point inflammable, F ne fe fond 
© point, ou du moins tres difficilement, S imparfaitement, & 
© ¢’ eff tout le contraire de celle de lipome. Quand V homme 
¢ gui avoit cette Loupe fatiguoit beaucoup, ou faifoit quelque 
© exces en vin ou en liqueurs ardentes, fa Loupe f° enfloit pour 
¢ quelques jours, apparemment, ou parce que fon fang fe fere 
© mentoit davantage, et que la graiffe du Lipome fe fondoit en 
“© partie & acquiroit un plus grand volume dans un kifte, qui 
© lui cedoit facilement, ou parce que les vaiffeaux de la Loupe 
¢ fe dilatoient par le nouveau bouillonnement du fang ?’* 


* I have had fair opportunities of demonftrating by ex- 
periments, to both phyficians and furgeons, that the con- 
tents of the Steatoma, the A@liceris, and Atheroma, are 
lymph under different degrees of infpiffation; and their 
cyfts when cold, after having been boiled in water, appear 
of a bluifh white colour, like horn. Glandular tumours 
alfo of the ftrumous, fcirrhous, or cancerous nature, pro- 
ceed from obftructed lymph; and by boiling flices of them 
in water, they likewife acquire a horny appearance, as I 

: have 


tens 


IN SURGERY. 2823 
i have found. Concerning this matter, fee Mem. de 
VP Acad. Roy. de Chirurgie, tom. 1. fur les Vices des Hu- 
meurs, par Monf. Quefnay. 
~~ When I was in London, in the year 1758, my worthy 
friend Mr. Tomkyns, furgeon to the Foundling-Hofpital, 
did me the favour to afk me to vifit a patient with him, 
who had a large tumour on the infide of his thigh, which 
had been deemed an aneurifm; but upon (trict examina- 
tion, and maturely confidering every circumftance, we 
were of opinion that it was an encyfted lymphatic tumour. 
It appeared to us too deeply fituated to attempt diflecting 
out the whole cyft with fafety ; but we thought it advifable 
to cut out an oval piece; after which we took out about a 
pint of infpiflated lymph, much refembling brains; fome 
of which we held in a {poon over the flame of a candle, and 
it foon became hard as horn. ‘This cafe turned cancerousy 
and I have feen two of a fimilar nature which terminated as 
unhappily. Relative to this fubje@, fee the chapter concern~ 
ing cancerous difeafes, in vol, 3 


A COM~ 
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A COMPOUND FRACTURE; IN WHICH THE POWER Of 
‘ NATURE WAS MANIFESTED IN- A VERY Haein olcars 
' MANNER, 


July the 11th, 1799: 


W. of B. about twelve years of age, had 
e both the sidza and fibula fratured by the 
cane of a waggon heavily laden, paffing ob. 
liquely over the limb in a deep rut, from juft 
beneath the knee externally, quite to the ex 
tremity of the hecl, making the moft horrid, 
large, lacerated wound we ever faw, with about 
nine inches of the sibia projecting. 
| My very good friend Mr. Amyas, late of 
Norwich, one of the beft furgeons I ever knew, 
with whom I had formerly lived, fortunately 
happened to be at my houfe at this juncture, 
to give me his advice and affiftance. At 
firft fight, we knew not how to aé for the 
beft, in a cafe fo difmally circumftanced: we 
deliberated upon it, and at length refolved to 
faw off a confiderable portion of the bone, ac- 
cording to fig. 1. pl. 16. rather than initantly 
amputate the limb, confidering the drunken 
condition the boy was in; we then {nipped off 
the 
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‘the loofe and tattered teguments, removed fome 
-fharp-pointed fragments of the bones, brought 
the parts into as good a ftate as we could, 
drefled in the common manner as lacerated 
wounds require, and placed the limb in a cafe 
of ftiff paper well lined with wool, tow, &c. 
and fo contrived as to give as little difturbance » 
to it as poflible upon dreffing ; ufing the tailed 
_ bandage. 

The wound foon digefted kindly, and the cure 
was effected by the “Aiea treatment, without 
any ill accident of confequence fupervening; 
which favourable circumftances we afcribed to 
our precaution in removing the fragments and 
{plinters of the bones, &c. at the firft drefling. 
~ Tn about three weeks I was fenfible, as were 
alfo feveral furgeons, whom curiofity led. to 
fee fo uncommon a cafe, that the fubftance 
which grew in the fpace of five inches, entire- 
ly void of bone, had acquired in the middle 
only, a greater degree of folidity than fleth ; 
which circumftance not agreeing with the ge- 
neral received notion of the generation of cal- 
Jus, we proved beyond difpute, with a fharp- 
pointed inftrument ; and we obferved that the 
offification was gradually formed frorn that cen- 
tral point, which was confiderably advanced 


before 
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before any exfoliation was caft off the ends of 
the divided bone. In lefs than four months 
the whole fpace was fo well fupplied with the 
callus, or rather new bone, that he was able 
to raife his leg, when the bandage was off, 
without its bending. About a month after he 
ventured, without my knowledge, to ftand 
upon it, when he thought it had ftability 
enough to bear an equal proportion of the 
weight of his body: and in little more than 
half a year after the accident, he walked pretty 
well, even without the affiftance of a ftick. 
The leg is well fhaped, not half an inch thorter 
than the other; and, fome years after the cure, 
he told me he could walk forty miles in a day 
without pain. 

In thirteen compound fra@ures, I have fawn 
off a confiderable portion of the #bia, and fuc- 
ceeded in both old and young fubje&ts. This 
experience has given me fair opportunities of 
obferving every day’s progrefs in the generation 
of callus; and J always found it had the ap- 
pearance externally of granulations of fleth, 
changing gradually into bone: concerning 
which wonderful operation of Nature I thall 
not attempt an explication, but this, the pre- 
ceding and following paragraphs are the more 

worthy 
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worthy of notice, as the prefervation of limbs 
‘may prove the confequence of their being well 
-confidered.* 

When the external wound happens to be 
fmall in a compound fracture, an ample dila- 
tion of it, at the very firft drefling, is a point 
which demands particular attention, that any 
membranous {trictures, difcoverable by gently 
introducing the finger, may be fet at liberty by 
knife or {ciflars, and that coagula of blood, 
extraneous bodies, loofe fragments and fplinters 
of the bone, may be extracted before the parts 
grow tenfe, inflamed, and tender, in order to 
prevent the train of direful fymptoms arifing 
from irritation of the fenfible parts ; and fhould 
much of the whole fubftance of the bone pro- 
trude, fawing off a portion of it may haften 
the cure, as well as give an opportunity of 
keeping the limb in a true direction, in the - 
cafe defcribed in pl. 11. either with or with. 
out the machine reprefented in pl. 12. fig. 1. 


* See Boehmer de Callo Offium contra Du Hamelii Theo- 
yiam.—And Kerckringius, Vater & Nefoit de Ofeozenia.— 
Doftor Hunter, in his leGtures, fupports Do&er Ne/it’s 
Opinion, by curious anatomical preparations, which oppofe 
- that of Kerceringius and others, who fay that bones are care 
tilages in their original fate. 


by 
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by itfelf, and upon the limb fig. 2, to keep it 
fteady and gently extended. 

_ By this kind of treatment, and fuch appli. 
cations as are generally ufed in large lacerated 
wounds, in conjunction with a timely obferv- 
ance of a proper regimen, &c. the formidable 
accidents, as violent pain, fever, inflammation, 
&c. may ina great meafure be prevented, as I 
have good reafon to believe, founded upon ex- 
perience, with fuch fuccefs, as makes me think 
this method, which I have long purtued, can- 
not be too much inculcated. 

_ An accident of this nature is indeed very lia- 
ble to be attended with a mortification: but 
‘this circumftance fhould not alarm the furgeon 
to an hafty determination of the lofs of the limb. 
As foon as there appears any tendency to it, 
after the ufe of an antifeptic fomentation, with 
fal ammon. crud. diffolved in it, drefling the 
wound with warm digeftive twice a day, the 
whole limb fhould be wrapt up ina cataplafia 
prepared with barley-meal, bread, /pec. pro | 
catapla/mate. e cymino and the fomenting li- 
quor, or fuch like, adding fomething oleagi- 
nous to prevent its growing too ftiff; and then 
applying bladders about a third part full of hot 
water to preferve a due degree of heat from 


dreffiing 
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drefling to drefling, will be found very benefi- 
cial. In fuch cafes alfo we fhould by no 
means omit the dar4, when nothing forbids its 
ufe, joining r4udarb with it, to prevent the 
inconvenience attending coftivenefs; but this 
efficacious remedy requires great judgment and 


-circumfpection in the adminiftration of it; 


much certainly may be juftly expected from it in 
mortifications, where there is an evident laxity of 
the fibres or conftitution. Rad. ferpent. camph. 
and volatiles may be joined with it to great ad- 
vantage in fome cafes, and mzfre in others; but 
this is the phyfician’s province. 


Vout. HH, T OF 
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OF AN EXTRAORDINARY EMPHYSEMA ATTENDING A 
MORTIFICATION IN CONSEQUENCE OF A COMPOUND 
FRACTURE. 


PANY years ago I was called to fee a 
d boy of eight years of age, who, five 
isp before, had cena a fracture upon his 
leg, with a {mall wound made by one end of 
the ‘iia pafling through the fkin, which 
ought to have been enlarged at firft, and the 
end of the bone fawn off. The whole leg and 
thigh was now become emph wiematous to a 
great degree; and this appearance extended 
even to the lower part of the abdomen on the 
fame fide: Incifions were forthwith made in 
different parts of both leg and thigh, whence 
air rufhed out with an audible hiffing noife; 
and the ce//lu/ar membrane, which contained - 
this rarefied air, was mortified all the way, 
even where the {kin was not fo affected. Warm 
applications were made, and other proper mea- 
fures taken, but to no purpofe. The patient 
died two days after, in which time the empby- 
fema approached almoft to the navel.* 


%* The following is a neat and efficacious difcutient fatus: 
R, aq. pure ibiy 
Liniment. fapon. 3 uj 
Spirit. Minder eri tb/ 7. 
As 
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As the renewal of the bandage, in a com- 
_ pound fraéture, is painful to the patient as well 
as troublefome to the furgeon, in order to de- | 
fend it from the matter, that we may not be 
under the neceflity of changing it very fre- 

quently, the green waxed cloth, commonly 
called oiled-cafe, may be placed on the outfide 
of the compreffes, which will effeCtually pre 
vent that inconvenience: and the comprefies 
and tails of the bandage fhould be moiftened at 
the time of drefling with (. v. vim. rud. © 
acef. mixed together, to correct the putrid, 
offenfive {mell of the matter, &c. and /even- 
der-water, or fome fuch fragrant thing, may 
be fprinkled upon the outfide of the bandage, 
upon the fame occafion, as the fcent is fome- 
times not only difagreeable, but very pernici- 
ous, both to the patient himfelf and thofe who 
attend him. And, as the nature of the cafe 
requires the patient's confinement to his bed in 
one pofture, too much care cannot be taken to - 
make it eafy under him ; and to effect this de- 
firable purpofe, when the limb is fecured in the 
manner that has been defcribed, he may be 
fafely lifted up with the fheet, at any time 
during his decumbiture, by two ftrong perfons 
on each fide, affifting himfelf at the fame time 
gf eae with 
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~ with the rope ufually fixed over him, whilft 
the nurfe makes up the bed, laying every thing 
{mooth and even; butall thefe fteps, neceflary 
to the patient’s eafe and comfort, fhould be 
conduéted by the care and difcretion of the 
furgeon. 


A VERY 
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A VERY REMARKABLE CASE IN CONSEQUENCE OF A 
SIMPLE FRACTURE OF THE LEG, IN WHICH STRAIT 
BANDAGE AND OTHER MISMANAGEMENT CAUSED A 
MORTIFICATION, AND INTERRUPTED NATURE IN 
THE UNION OF THE BONE, 


G. of H. aged twenty-five years, of a ro- 

e buft conftitution, broke his leg in the 
depth of winter. Immediately after the acci- 
dent he fent for a furgeon, who was much ad- 
diéted to drinking, and not being at this time 
in a condition to do his duty, left the limb in 
a bad pofition, with a ftrait bandage upon it; 
which occafioned a mortification. Another 
furgeon was then called in, and the firft dif- 
carded, under whofe care it remained above 
fix months, and probably by his too fre- 
quently difturbing the limb, according to 
the patient’s own account, and thofe who 
attended him, nature was difappointed in her 
work. 

This furgeon not being able to continue his 
attendance, on account of a misfortune hap- 
pening to himfelf, the cafe fell under my care, 
une the 3d, 1740. I found the limb very 
crooked and cedematous, with a finuous ulcer 

fae and 
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and carious bone from the middle of it quite to 
the ancle, and having opened the fimus fufh- 
ciently, I difeovered the whole fubftance of the 
bone about three inches in length, moveable 
under an arch of callus, as defcribed in pl. 16. 
fig. 3. a.a. 4. grown as hard as bone: and I 
faw no poffibility of extracting this piece of 
dead bone, without cutting away the arch of 
callus, which was effected, after laying it bare, 
with a {mall carving gouge, and an oblique 
edged turner’s chizzel and mallet. After hav- 
ing extracted this piece of bone, nature filled 
up the fpace with a boney fubftance, and in 
about fix months the limb became fo ufeful, 
that the patient walked upon It ; which abies 
wards was fo {trong, that he could carry heavy 
burdens as he ufed to do, without any incon- 
VENIENCes 

. furgeon of my acquaintance, of unguef- 
tionable abilities and of an ingenuous mind, 
told me he had affifted in an amputation in a fi- 
milar cafe to this, and frankly confeffed, that 
upon examining the limb after it was taken off, 
it appeared to him it might have been faved by 
this method, 


SOME 
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gOME RULES NECESSARY ,TO BE OBSERVED IN THE 
TREATMENT OF SIMPLE FRACTURESe 


FE TER reduGion in the gentleft man- 
ner, and placing the limb in the eafieft 


, pofition, with a little foft pillow under the 


ham, to give the joint an ealy flexure, repeat- 
ed bleeding, as the patient's ftrength and con- 


 ftitution will allow, keéping him to a cooling, 


diluting regimen, and his body open by the 
mildeft purgatives, are things of the utmoft 
confequence to be attended to, in order to pre- 
vent pain, tenfion, inflammation, &c. more 
efpecially if he be of a fanguine plethoric ha- 
bit, accuftomed to live freely. By thefe means 
the parts will fooner be brought into a condi- 
tion to bear moderate preffure, in order to li- 
mit the growth of the callus, upon which 
greatly depends making a fightly limb; for 
when the ca//us is faffered to become luxuri- 
ant, it will prove difficult, and perhaps be out 
of the furgeon’s power, to fubdue it, to the 


patient's and his own fatisfaction. Principts 


objia isan excellent precept in furgery. 


ii ey A cata- 
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A cataplafin prepared with oat-meal, oiland 
vinegar, is one of the beft applications at firft ; 
but in the country the patient frequently lives 
at fuch a diftance from the furgeon, that he 
cannot attend to apply and renew it fo often as 
is requifite. Unguent. tripharm. or cerat. alb. 
alone, or mixed together, will be found a good 
fubftitute, fpread upon a piece of the tailed 
bandage, by which means, and embrocating 
the limb once a day with warm oil and vine- 
gar, the intention of the cataplafin will gene- 
rally be well anfwered, and without giving any 
difturbance to the limb. Applications, 
bandages, &c. muft be varied according to 
the age and conftitution of the patient, feafon — 
of the year, and other circumftances, all which 


will be duly confidered by the judicious and 


attentive furgeon. 

The bandage with eighteeen tails, though 
that precife number is not to be invariably kept 
to, I think, is unexceptionable in fimple as 
well as in compound fraétures; it is much 
more commodious than the roller, as it admits 
of viewing the limb and making the neceffary 
applications without difturbing it, which is a 
matter of no fmall confideration. The tails of 

this 
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this bandage, if of a proper length, may be 
drawn tight enough over the compreffes to an- 
{wer any purpofe in the cure, as I have found 
by long and much experience : but in the con- 
clufion, when the leg frequently proves ade- 
matous, the laced-ftocking is the moft eligible 
bandage, as it makes a more equal preffure 
than can poffibly be done by any other, to af- 
fit nature in recovering the tone or elafticity 
of the animal fdres. In fuch a ftate of the 
limb, good friction with a flefh-brufh and a 
warm embrocation are advifable: the fame 
mezns will alfo be found beneficial in reftoring 
the plumpnefs of the calf, which is apt to 
fhrink and grow flabby during the cure of the 
fracture. | 

Many years ago I contrived the fracture-cafe 
for the leg, as fhown in pl. 11. both feparate- 
ly and upon the limb, which I have found very 
ufeful in compound as well as in fimple frac- 
tures, and the fame kind of cafe is alfo appli- 
cable to either thigh or arm. It has longitu- 
dinally all the ftiffnefs of a deal board of the 
fame thicknefs, and tranfverfely all the flexi= 
bility of paper ufed upon fuch occafions, which 
by ufe, and the moifture that it will contract, 

foon 
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foon lofes its proper degree of ftiffnefs, re- 
quiring a renewal. It is made of clean deal 
¥-8th of an inch thick, with leather glued’ to 
it, and cut through to the leather, leaving the 
{pace of 1-6th of an inch, with a very fine 
faw, fuchas the joiners ufe, ora knife fet toa 
certain gage, according to the thicknefs of the 
wood ; I {carce know which manner of cutting 
to give the preference to, having made them 
both ways myfelf; but the faw-kerf allows of 
moft flexibility. 

Several {kilful and experienced furgeons have 
tried this cafe upon my recommendation, and 
have afflured me, that they find it anfwers the 
purpofe better than any contrivance they have 
ufed or feen. It is portable i in the pocket, and 
may be ufed very well, by only refting the limb 
in it upon a pillow; but, I think, to more 
advantage and fecurity between junks, efpe- 
cially for the thigh ; and a box will be found 
“more commodious for the lec. It mutt be 
covered with wool, tow, or {oft cloths, or, 
what is far preferable, cotton- wool ufed in 
quilting ; and the limb mutt be equalifed with 
{uch materials, to make the bearing regular 
and eafy ; ufing pieces of ftiff paper occafion- 


ally, where compreilion 1s wanted to keep the 
bones 
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bones together, giving as little pain as poflible. 
The vacuity or fpace between the calf and the 
heel requires to be particularly attended to, 
and uniformly filled up, to prevent a deformity 
of the limb by the finking of the bone, and 
pain of the heel by the weight refting too much 
upon that point. 

This cafe perhaps would be of confiderable 
ufe in the camp, to tranfport patients with 
fraétures from one place to another, with the 
greater eafe and fafety ; or in the navy, to pre~ 
vent their being fo much affected with any ex-~ 
traordinary motion of the fhip. It has been 
made ufe of by fome of my brethren in great 
bufinefs, as well as myfelf, in, removing pa- 
tients many miles in compound and other 
fractures ; and they have informed me of the 
{ame advantages that I have obferved, the pa- 
tient’s complaining very little of pain upon the 
motion of the carriage, when carefully con- 
duéted: and feveral furgeons of my acquaint- 
ance have provided themfelves with various 
fizes for leg, thigh, and arm, When the 
wound attending a fra€ture happens to be un- 
derneath the limb, part of the cafe may be cut 
away, in order to come at and drefs it with 

eafe 
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eafe to the patient, as the furgeon will very 
readily apprehend. 

Sometimes great inconveniences arife from 
the obliquity of fimple fractures upon the leg, 
as well as upon the thigh, which the machine 
already mentioned for the compound fraéture 
may obviate. Whenever it may be thought 
proper to ufe that and this cafe together, which 
is intended when applied alone to pafs above 
and below the knee and ancle-joints, it muft 
~ be fhortened fo as to leave room below the 
knee and above the ancle to affix the machine 
to the limb, as is defcribed in pl. 12. fig. 2. 

The gentle extenfion and fteadinefs the 
limb will be kept in by thefe means, will 
greatly contribute to the prevention of pain 
upon any unavoidable motions, or ftartings in 
fleep which frequently happen, as well as pre- 
ferve the natural {trength and figure of it; and, 
by the affiftance and fupport of it, the patient 
may, with eafe and fafety, be removed from 
one part of the bed to another, as often as oc- 
cafion requires. 

When there is a good coaptation made of | 
the fractured bone, and maintained by gentle 
extenfion, the lateral preffure of the cafe will 
have a proper effect, without which, in this 

kind 
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kind of fracture, the ends of the bone muft 
inevitably overfhoot each other; and under — 
fach circumftance the cafe alone cannot fully 
anfwer the defign. | 

It is fearce poflible that a fractured limb 
fhould be kept fufficiently fteady, unlefs what- 
ever is made ule of for that purpofe pafles over 
the joint above and below the fracture, which 
this machine does, as well as the cafe when 
ufed alone, and gives at the fame time an op- 
portunity of moving them, to prevent their 
growing ftiff, without difturbing the fractured 
bone; which are circumftances that fhould by 
no means be overlooked in the management of 
fractures. 

After the cafe is well lined, with fuch ma- 
terials as have been mentioned, according to 
the directions already given, the tailed bandage 
fhould be laid over that lining, having the 
upper piece fpread with uaguent. tripharm. OF 
corat. alb. to receive the fractured limb, be- 
fore reduction, that it may not be liable to 
difturbance immediately after: upon which it 
fhould be gently extended in a true direétion, 
that as little pain as poflible may be excited ; 
increafing the extenfion gradually to the necele 
fary degree. T hus the bone will often be re- 


duced 
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duced without much uneafinefs to the patient 7 
but when the extenfion is haftily made with 
great force, the violence of the pain fometimes 
throws the mufcles into fuch fpafmodic con- 
tractions, as more than counteract any extend- 
ing power the hand can exert, to bring the 
bone into a reducible ftate. When it is found — 
neceflary to ufe the machine with the cafe, that- 
fhould alfo be placed under the limb at firft, 
for the fame reafon. 

Plafter-comprefies, with pieces of very thin 
fheet-lead, fuch as tea is brought home in, 
placed in the middle, appear to me preferable 
to any other, in order to prevent an exuberance 
of callus: and when a limb happens to be dif- 
torted, if the ca//us will yield, by applying one 
of thefe compreffes of a confiderable thicknefs 
to the protuberant part, and two to the other 
fide of the limb, leaving a due fpace dire@ly 
oppofite to the protuberance, it may, by the 
ufe of the machine to extend it, and by the 
force of the turnikit-ligatures upon the fra¢ture- 
cafe, be gradually reduced to a good figure, 
without caufing an immoderate degree of pain, 
as I have experienced in fome inftances; and 
in others I have fucceeded without the ufe of 
the extending machine, firft making extenfion 
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by hand, and then rectifying the deformity as 
much as I poflibly could, before putting on the 
cafe, to be acted upon by the ligatures, with. 
the comprefles placed as have been directed. 
The fame kind of comprefles will alfo be 
found of fignal fervice in a fracture of a rib or 
clavicle, the latter of which require nice ma- 
nagement to prevent deformity ; the cavities 
above and below the c/avicle, as far as the 
acromion feapula, fhould be eradually filled up 
with them and other comprefies confiderably 
above the level, with pieces of tiff paper over 
them, that fufficient preffure may be made up- 
on the fra€tured part, by the roller artfully 
turned, fo as to keep the fractured bone gently 
extended. Without thefe precautions the callus 
will frequently prove luxuriant to an unfeemly 
degree, giving great offence, particularly to 
ladies. | | 
How to keep a fra€tured thigh duly extend- 
ed, particularly in adults, has exercifed the 
thoughts of fome of the ableft furgeons; and 
it is indeed a point of great importance to- be 
well effected. | | 
Several years ago I had a machine made for 
this purpofe, according to a fketch I drew of 
it fome time before, and foon met with a fair 


opportu- 
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opportunity of trying its ufefulnefs. It are 
{wered my defign the firft time I ufed Ae baw 
yond my expectation, in a very bad oblique 
fracture, attended with a vexatious cough, 
which occafioned extreme pain by fhaking the 
limb, and deprived the patient of reft; it kept 
the: part, fenfibly to himfelf, in a gentle ex. — 
~ tenfion, and the limb ina fteady pofture, fo that 
it was not the leaft affected by the cough after- 
wards, which before, according to his own 
expreflion, gave him fuch a fenfation of pain, 
as if the ends of the broken bone had been 
thrufting into the flefh. This machine being 
lined with foft oiled leather, and well ftuffed 
with wool, fat very eafy upon the part, with- 
out caufing excoriation. | Pieces of buff leather 
will defend the limb againft the machine, as 
well as the other lining and ftuffing, as has 
been fufficiently tried; but very particular care 
is required to guard the infide of the hieee next 
the body. 

This machine is very Petpet in its conftruc- - 
tion, and intended to maintain its power upon 
the limb, in any pofition neceflary to put that 
or the body in; and 1 hope the repeated trials 
of other furgeons will farther confirm its uti- 
lity, evea in a fracture upon the neck of the 

bone, 
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“bone. In pl: 12. fig. 3. it is thown by itfelf, 
and in fig. 4. upon the thigh with the fracture- 
cafe, both which leave good room to open. and 

 drefs the limb, without removing any more 
than the upper part of the cafe confined with 
the ligatures, by virtue of the turnikits, which 

are of excellent ufe in ftraitening or loofening 
the ligatures, without running any hazard of 
giving difturbance to the limb*. tas 
Mr. Pierce, of Bath, whofe character out 
of his profeflion is equal to his eminence in it, 
has laid me under the greateft obligations. His 
tender care of me there, in a heavy affliction 
many years ago, and his continued friendthip 
ever fince, I can never forget. In confequence 
of infpeéting a cafe in which I had been con- 
falted, this gentleman communicated to me by 
letter two inftances, where the neck of the os 
femoris was fractured, without the patient’s 
falling to the ground, the head of the bone being 
twifted off, as he ¢: xprefics it, by a jerk or 


* The fracture-cafe without the machine, will give an 
opportunity of laying the limb laterally, upon occafion, 
very commodiouily, without difturbing the fraCtured bone. 
Here the furgeon muft exercife his own genius and judg- 
ment, in ré{pect to pofition of the limb and other circum- 
ftances; no precife or invariable rules can be laid down. 
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fudden ation of the mufcles only. ———-One of 
them was the late Duke of Portland ; upon his 
flipping his fervant caught him before he came 
to the ground, and his furgeon, from the man- 
by which the accident happened, pro- 
nounced it only a ftrain; but nine months 
after, when he fought relief at Bath, Mr. 
Prerce found the limb wanted four inches of 
{ts natural length, having a very exuberant 
callus about the joint.——-The other patient 
was a merchant at Briffol, aged f{eventy-five, 
in woole cafe two furgeons diffented from Mr, 
Pierce, being led into their miftake by the cir- 
cumftance I nee mentioned ; but the patient 
dying foon after, the furgeons behaved with 
candour, had the limb opened, wrote Mr, 
Pierce a letter, confirming his opinion and 
confefling their miftake, in a very ingenuous and 
laudable manner, 


Every perfon who exercifes his ingenuity and judgment 
for the benefit of mankind deferves commendation ; and it 
affords me pleafure to obferve the regard that is paid to the 
treatment of fractures, it being one of the moft important 
branches in furgery, and it is the more neceffary to be well 
confidered and underftood, as fuch accidents very frequent- 
~ ly happen, requiring the niceft and moft attentive manage- 
ment to make well fhaped and ufeful limbs. —~—I with Mr. 
Wathen’s invention, publifhed fince thefe fheets were fent 


to > 
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to the prefs, may be found, upon due trial, to anfwer the 
‘jntentions better than mine, which I have ufed more than 
twenty years, much to my fatisfaction ; and which alfo has 
been ufed and approved by many of my ingenious brethren ; 

making alterations and improvements as they faw occafion. 
—I cannot find that Monf. Petit ever invented any ma- 
chine for thefe very purpofes ; but upon this fubject may be 
read Menf. La Faye’s Mem. in vol. 2. and Monf. Belloy’s 
in vol. 3. of the Mem. de ? Acad, Roy. de Chirurgie.—— 
‘Their machines are indeed very complex, though fimpli- 

city of conftruction is a great excellence, and fheuld be 
ftudied as muchas poflible. 

Some other ingenious furgeons of great experience and 
judgment in this kingdom, as Mr. Pott and Mr. Sharp of 
London, &c. have particularly turned their thoughts to this 
part of furgery of great confequence; and what they have 
written upon this fubject deferves attentive reading and 
confideration. See vol. 3. for fomething more upon 
this occafion, annexed to the extraordinary cafe there re~ 
jated, of a fra€ture upon the neck of the as femoris. 
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Pi Aer eee: dae . 


Fig. 1, The inferior piece, for a limb of com- 
mon fize, requires to be 22 inches 
long; from the hollow of the ham 
to that at the heel 43 inches, and 
about nine broad at the calf, 

2. The fuperior piece fhould be about a 
foot long, and half. as broad at ‘the 
top. 

3. The fole piece may be 10 or £2 inches 
long, broad at the top 4 a-half, at 
the bottom 3 1-half, 

4. The turnikits and wire paffing through 
them, ufed in ftraitening the circu- 
lar ligatures. The turnikits thould 
be about two inches and a half long, 
refembling a peruke-maker’s pipes. 

5. The feveral pieces which compofe the 
cafe fhown upon the limb. 


Leather {traps and buckles may be ufed to 
{apport the fole-piece inftead of fillets. The 


loops ‘for the fillets to pafs through are beft 
made with large brafs wire. 
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PLATE Fay 


Fig. 1. The tranfom, to wince the fole is fe- 


+ 


cured, is made to be opened and fix- 
ed by a pin; and the machine may 
occafionally be made wider, as ap- 


‘ 
5 
* 


‘I 
“,! 
Hi 
2 
‘ 
yo 
¥ 


pears by other holes in the tranfom, — 


about which, on each fide of the 
fole, fillets are to be tied, coming 
from a dimity piece quilted for eafe 


laced round the heel and inftep, to. 


make the extenfion upon the work 
ing of the {crews ; but I believe buff- 
leather may prove eafier to the part 
than the dimity quilted. 


. Shows the machine and cafe together 


upon the limb. 


. The longitudinal parts of the machine 


for the thigh are defigned to move 


upon the circular plates, by which © 


means it may be accommodated to 
limbs of ‘a different fize; and as 


there is a pin at each end of the cir- ~ 


cular plates, if the limb happens to 
be larger than ordinary, ftraps of 
leather may be added. 

Shows the machine with the cafe upon 
the thigh. 

The key to work the fcrews. ‘There 
fhould’ be two fuch keys, that 
the machine may occafionally be 
wrought on both fides at the fame 
time. 

. Mr. 
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Mr. Layman, of North-Walfham, in Norfolk, 
an excellent furgzeon, with whom I am well 
acquainted, has conftructed a fracture-box to 
keep either leg or thigh. in a due degree of ex- 
tenfion, upon the beft principles I have icen, 
to ferve that important purpofe. As my ill- 
nefs prevented an engraving of it being pub- 
_lithed here, as was defigned with his approba- 
tion, I hope he will communicate it to the 
world, in a manner to have it more generally 
known.* | 


_ °* The principles upon which this box is conftructed 
- are as fimple as poflible. It has a moveable bottom running 
in a groove, by virtue of a fcrew at the foot to make the 
extenfion, when the foot is fixed to the foot-board, with a 
bandage as defcribed in the explanation of pl. 12. fig. 1. 


In order to 


and the leg below the knee to ftandards. 
extend the thigh, the power is continued by the fame: 
means, having a band fixed above the knee and to the foot- 
board; thus the extenfion will bé made fromm both thigh 
and leg, and fo combined, the refpective parts may be 
eafed: by thefe bandages and a belt paffing on the infide of 
the thigh, well adapted and properly fixed, the limb may 
be effectually extendea; but words alone cannot convey 
clear and comprehenfive ideas upon this occafion. ~— Mr. 
Layman has aflured me he has found this box anfwer his 
expectation for both leg and thigh; taking particular care 
to make the belt fit eafy by defending the parts. 


U 4 oF 
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OF WEAK AND DISTORTED LIMBS. 


\HE general rules to be obferved in the 
_ fi management of them are, fupporting. 

the weak parts, oppofing the inclination of the 
bones and counteracting the bending force, 
without creating pain or interrupting the cir- 
culation of the blood. Certainly it is not lefs 
neceflary, that the parts of our fabric, connect 


ed ina wonderful manner, fhould have a juft 
and regular bearing one upon another for 
ftrength and fupport, than thofe of any piece 
of architecture. 

A machine of the kind fhown in pl. 13. 
fig. 1, I have by experience found very ufeful, 
in curing and relieving various diforders of the 
knee and ancle-joints, when other methods had 
not fucceeded. 

When there is great weaknefs in thefe joints, 
and they are apt to incline inwards or out- 
wards in children or adults, the common ban- 
dages cannot refift the inclination of the bones ; 
and if applied very ftrait with a view of giving 
fupport to the relaxed parts, they may fo far 
interrupt the circulation of the blood as to caufe 

an 
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‘an atrophy of the limb, which I have feen more 


than once from fuch mifmanagement. 

If a weakened limb be kept in its true direc- 
tion, nature alone will frequently reftore its 
proper tone or elafticity; but if it falls into 


_an ill pofition, till that be rectified, litile re- 


lief can reafonably be expected from the moft 
efficacious applications. 


A few years ago I was confulted about a gen- 


- tleman’s fon, who had long been lame in his an- 


cle-joint, and treated with the common appli- 
cations and bandages, under which he grew 
daily worfe. JI found the ligaments much re- 
laxed, and the ¢z47a by degrees had loft its per- 
pendicular direction and bearing, projecting a 
great way over the fragalus ; by which means 
the limb became extremely weak, and the point 
of the fou/a bore hard againft the external part 


of the ancle, caufing almoft intolerable pain 


every {tep he made. 

In this cafe I dire@ted a dicate eafy pad 
fhould be added to the machine, to bear againit 
the protuberant part of the bone, which, by 
virtue of a ferew, acted upon it gradually, juit 
as it could be borne and was found neceflary: by 
turning the fcrew a little every day, the limb 
was foon reduced to its natural pofition without 


exciting 
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exciting pain of any confequence; and in a few 
months he walked very well, without the affift- 
ance of the machine or a ftick. 

Sometimes I have direéted it to be made™ 
double, in order to pafs both on the infide and 
outfide of the limb, for the greater fupport and 
fecurity. 

In this manner I had it made for the relief of 
an exceffively corpulent gentleman, who had 
eight months before received an accident, 
which proved difputable, by the furgeons con- 
cerned, whether it was only a violent extenfion 
of the tendons, or a fracture of the fibula join-~_ 
ed with it: however the limb remained weak, 
_ the joint was much diftorted, and, when he 
bore but little upon it, the external ancle al- 
_ moft touched the ground, depriving him of the 
power of walking, and giving him much pain. 
Fie was foon enabled to walk by the affiftance 
of the machine, which he wore fome months, 
and then could walk many miles without it, 
and without pain. 

Some years before, I fo far relieved a gentle- 
man’s wife, by this means, as to enable her to 
walk, though, by external injuries done to 
both knees, {he had been quite lame for a long 
while. In this cafe the plates that bore againit 

her 


IN SURGERY. arg 


her knees on each fide were broader than or~ 
dinary, and concave, lined with leather and 
{tuffed very foft with wool. She is now able 
to walk without any affiftance.* 

In the year 1735 I had a machine of this 
fort made for a gentleman’s daughter, to re- 
ceive the hip, in order to take the weight as 
much as poflible off the knee, which was be- 
come extremely weak, painful, and ufelets, 
from an extenfion received many years before ; 
and it was now deemed an incurable cafe. She 
foon found relief by keeping the joint, fteady, 
and removing the burden from that weak and 
painful part, which gave nature an opportu- 
nity to recover the ftrength of it; fhe wore it 
about two years, and then laid it afide for one 
lefs cumberfome, that did not go up to the 
hip; this fhe alfo wore a few years, and has 
been able to walk very well without ever fince. 

After fractures of the leg, the machine as 
fhown upon the limb may prove a great fecu- 


* In this cafe the machines were made as light as poffi- ' 
ble, having, inftead of whole plates to bear againft the 
knees, only arim of fteel about an inch broad. And upon 
many occafions I have ordered knee-pieces to be made in 
the fame light manner, that have proved very beneficial in 
weak and loofe joints, wherein common knee-pieces were 
of little or no ufe. 


rity, 
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rity, efpecially when the patient will not be 
Icngenough confined; but expofes himfelf to 
accidents, before the ca//us is perfetly offified, — 
by which means the good direction the furgeon 
leaves the limb in is fometimes altered to his 
difcredit. | 
The good effets we have feen from thus 
{upporting weak and diftorted limbs, in a va- 
riety of inftances, fhow the ufefulnefs of me- 
chanics in furgery as well as in other {ciences. 
Mr. Page the watch-maker, at Norwich, has a good 


head and a good hand. I have very often employed him 
upon thefe oceafions, much to my fatisfaction. 


Explanation 
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+. Explanation of PLATE 13, 
a 


The fteel bows, made thin and very 
elaftic, muft ftand clear of the edges 
of the zzéza, pafs about half round 
the limb, and be fixed with {traps 

| of leather hung unto pins. | 

bs 6. 6. The longitudinal plate, to be made of 


Ae _ tough ftuff, as the workmen term 
’ ot Ce Mane, as light as poffible with fuf- 
et ficient ftrength, 
- ¢.:' The thank to pafs into the focket, in 
4 ~~ that part of the machine which is 
oe to be fixed into the heel of the thoe 
‘a or laced boot, and confined there by 
‘ or a {crew Othe bottom. | 
a _ @, The {crew to keep the “au in the 
as focket, 
Pia.’ 2, 


Reprefents the machine ufed in the cure of 
the total divifion of the tendon of my horfe’s 
leg, hereafter mentioned in the cafe of a wound: 
of the tendons; immediately after which Mr, 
Clover’s letter on that occafion is inferted. 


MISCELLA-#= 
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MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS UPON LUXATIONS, 


& 


(OMPOUND luxations are of a more 
4 dangerous nature than compound frac 
tures, for very plain reafons; but if a furgeon 
fhould judge it advifable to attempt faving a 
limb under fuch threatning circumftances, I 
am inclined to think, from what I have ob- 
ferved, he will be more likely to fucceed, by 
fawing off the head of the bone, e{pecially if 
it has long been quite out and expofed to the 
AM 4 | 

Many years ago, my old acquaintance and 
ingenious friend Mr, Cooper, late of Bungay, 
was called to affift in an amputation, on ac- 
count of an extraordinary accident of this na- 
ture at the ancle joint, in a fubje@ advanced 
in years; but inftead of confenting to the in. 
tended operation, he fawed off both the head 
of the ¢7dia and fibula, as reprefented in pl. 16. 
fig. 2. by which means he preferved the limb, 
making it fo ufeful, that the poor man walked 
and wrought for his bread many years after ; 
of which fuccefs Iam a witnefs: but cafes of 
this kind may happen, calling upon the fur- 
geon 
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geon to join the greateft prudence to his {kill 
in his profeffion ; for after his utmoft endea- 
vours in a tedious cure, the limb may not prove 
fo ufeful as a wooden leg. 

The able furgeon I have juft mentioned, 


told me he had fucceeded to his wifh in a young 


fubje&t, by fawing off the head of the radius, 
which pafied through, and made a difmal la- 
ceration of the tendons at the wrift; and that 
the patient found little or no defeckan, the. . 
ftrength or motion of the joint. 


We con- 
ftantly correfponded, and reciprocally exchanged 
our notions without referve, as long as he lived ; 
and he told me it was in confequence of our 
converfation upon this fubject that he tried this 
practice.———I was fince called to a young wo- 
man, who had the fecond bone of the right 
thumb forced through, in fucha manner, that 
it could not be kept in its place, till I fawed off 
the head; in confequence of which ftep, this 
dreadful lacerated wound healed fpeedily and 
kindly, without the leaft ill accident fuperven- 
ing; and nature, by little and little, formed a 
new joint, with fuch a degree of motion as 
enabled her to ufe her needle again, and per- 


form every kind of bufinefs with it as well as 


before, 
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before, to my great aftonifhment, as wellas to 
that of fome other furgeons.* 

Mr. Frege's Commander, with a very little 
alteration, appears to me the beft machine 
which I have feen, for the redu@tion of an old 
and obftinate luxation of the fumerus, as the 
limb can be moved in all directions during the 
extenfion, and have the fituation of the head 
of the bone examined at the fame time. I have 
fucceeded by it in cafes of. many months 
ftanding, that would not yield to other me«_ 
thods ; but great care is required in the ufe of 
it, particularly to keep it in a truly perpendicu- 
lar direction againft the patient’s fide, which 
may be very eafily done, by fixing it fteadfaft- 
ly with {crews to the floor, the bafe of it being 
enlarged, and to the fide with a girdle round 
the body, | 


* In the Republique des Lettres, a periodical publication 
for the month of July, 1685, there is an account of a fin- 
gular formation of new joints, in confequence of both the 
radius andulna being fractured tranfverfely, about a hand’s 
breadth above the wrift, and that the patient had the ufe of 
the limb afterwards. ‘This cafe was communicated by Dr. 
Silveftre, at Paris, who has given an accurate drawing of 
the bones, which were kept in Monfieur du Verney’s 
mufeum. 3 


In 
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In recent cafes I have always been fo happy 
as to fucceed by hand, which is better than 
any machine, when powerful enough; and in 
general violent force is not required. The 
method I have utually followed, is placing the 
patient in a fitting pofture upon the floor, for 
fteadinefs fake, feeuring his body in a good at- 
_titude, with a band properly padded againft his 


ribs under the arm, hung unto a hook {crew- . 


ed into a door-poft: and having by thefe 
means obtained one fixed point, we have lefs 
to attend to in the reduction. ‘This circum- 
ftance is of no {mall confideration ; for when 
‘the extenfion and counter-extenfion are per- 
formed by the affiftants placed in the common 
manner, it is {carcely poffible for the furgeon to 
make them exert their force fteadily and regu- 
larly enough to keep the arm ata right angle 
with the body; which is generally neceflary, 
till he directs the depreflion, or other direction 
of it. x : | 
‘By the above eafy method I have thrice fuc- 
eeeded, after torturing attempts had been made 
by different kinds of machines ; in which cafes, 
as well as in fome other, where I have found 
the head of the bone fixed under the pectoral — 
mufcle, or otherwife removed far wide of the 
Vou. Il, x cavity, 
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cavity, I have directed the parts all round 
about to be well embrocated with warm oil 
for a confiderable time, gently moving the 
bone in different directions, but fo as not to 
excite much pain, before making extenfion, in 
order to fet the head of the bone more at li- 
berty, and facilitate the redu€tion; which has 
fucceeded to my wifh. When I have found 
the head of the bone originally lodged in the 
axilla, after fixing the patient as has been di- 
rected, I have generally embraced the joint 
with my hands, upon the extenfion being pro- 
perly made, endeavouring to get my fingers as 
far behind the bone as I poffibly could; pref- 
fing, at the fame time, forcibly backwards 
with my thumbs upon the acromion fcapule, 
making my fingers then act as levers to affift 
in raifing the head of the bone into its place, 
upon deprefling the arm by my afliftants, 
when I apprehended the extenfion might have 
brought it fufficiently clear of the edge of the 
cavity, for its eafy and fafe ieANEHOR. 

That kind of luxation of the Aumerus, where, 
the head of the bone flips beyond the coracoid 
procefs under the pectoral mufcle, refting upen 
the upper ribs, may baffle the attempts of the: 
ablett furgeons, as I have feen, both by hand 

| and 
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and machines, from the oppofition which that 
procefs makes to its return, which may alfo 
happen to be broken. An examination of the 
fkeleton will elucidate this matter, and evi- 
dently fhow the beft pofition to put the arm 
into, in making the extenfion to facilitate the 
return of the head of the bone. It is .alfo pof- 
fible that when the dur/a/ ligament is upon the | 
full ftretch, it may fuffer a laceration by a vio- 
lent force from the head of the bone, and then 
collapfe about its neck, in fuch a manner as 
to render reduction impracticable; or the in- 
tervention of fome lacerated mufcular fubitance 
may prove as great an obftacle*. 


* See what Mr. Thompfon and Mr. White have faid upon 
this fubject, in the London Medical Obfervations and Ingui- 
ries, vol. 2; from whence I have received information that 
proved very ufeful to me in three inftances, fince the firft 
edition of my obfervations,—It is of great confequence to 
be well acquainted with the mufcles belonging to this part, 
and their refpective ufes, for very obvious reafons, in the 
performance of this manual o» eration, as well as with the 
bones, &c. in their natural ftate and conneétion.—Op- 
portunities have been wanting, after the death of the pa- 
tients, to examine into the ftate of the parts by diflection, 
in order to afcertain fome doubtful points in ref, edt to this 
accident, concerning which there is a contrariety of ons 
nions. 


xX 2 After 
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After: reduction, and obferving the general 
rules directed in fractures, to prevent or re- 


move the common accidents attending them, 


it fhould always be remembered to give the 
joint gentle motions occafionally, as foon as it 
will bear moving without caufing pain, in or- 
der to prevent ftiffnefs from an accumulation 
and {piflitude of the /yzovia, and to recover the 
‘ation and power of the mufcles wherever 
the luxation happens to be; but more efpe- 
cially at the elbow joint. The fame precau- 
‘tion fhould be obferved when a fracture hap- 
_pens near a joint, that the fpreading of the ca/- 
Jus may not occafion an incurable immobility 
of it; but in this cafe more care 1s required in 
moving the joint, left the union of the bone 
fhould be interrupted. : 


When a greater force than ordinary is required, in the 
redu@tion of an arm or thigh, the pullies in Doctor Deéfa- 
 guliers’s Experimental Philofophy, pl. 10. fig. 7. afe ap- 

plicable, fo as to exert their full power upon the bone it- 
felf, by which one perfon will be equal’to many, even fup- 
" pofing their force by hand could be united commodioufly 
for that purpofe. There feems to be no objection againft 
their ufe, as they can be affixed to the part without injury, 
and have their power eafily regulated. Scultetus in his 


Armament. Chirurg. has fomething like them, which he 
| took 
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took from Vitruvius. See Mr. Zravis’s account with 
remarks upon a luxation of the thigh bone, in the London 
Medical Obfervations and Inquiries, vol. 2.—Alfo fee Monf. 
Pouteau’s Differtation fur la Luxation de la Cuiffe, in his 
Melanges de Chirurgie. 
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REMARKS UPON AMPUTATION, 


T HOUGH the prefervation of limbs un- 

doubtedly gives the higheft pleafure and 
reputation to furgeons, and is the object they 
ought always to have in view; yet, when 
amputation is found abfolutely neceffary to fave | 
life, there are fome circumftances worthy our 
greateft attention, for the eafe and benefit of 
the patient. 

Surgeons have long complained of the great: 
inconveniences attending a want of flefh, to co- 
ver the end of the bone in amputation above 
the knee, by which the cure is much retarded ; 
and the ftump being left in a conical form 
when cured, is more liable to external injuries 
ever after. 

In order to prevent thefe inconveniences, 
many methods have been propofed and tried, 
which have not fully anfwered the end. In 
pl. 14. is the figure of a retraGtor made of 
firm, {trong leather, which I invented and firft 
ufed in 1739, and am convinced by repeated 
trials, it will effeCtually anfwer the purpofe. 
The length of it for a limb of a common fize 
fhould be fourteen inches, the breadth in the 

| middle 
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middle about five, and the diameter of the 
central hole a little more than one ; the lines 
dire& the divifion of it. 

After making the double circular incifion,; 
with the utmoft exaétnefs, in the ufual man- 
ner, the operator may ufe either. of the fhert 
knives in the fame plate, or a common incifion 
knife, to divide the mutfcles quite round, about 
two inches up clofe to the perio/eum, and then 
put on the retractor, adapting the hole of Vt 
well round,the bone upon the perzoffeum, de- 
firing an afliftant to draw up the mufcles 
equally and regularly with it, as far as fhall be 
thought neceflary: after which the bone is to 
be fawn as near the retractor as poffible, with- 
out paying any regard to the pertofteum, which 
will prove no impediment to the motion of the 
faw, and the more the bone is denudated of 
this membrane, the more liable it will be to 
exfoliate; but if the furgeon choofes to {crape 
the periofieum off the bone before he faws it, 
he will have a fairer opportunity of doing fo 
when the mu(cles are thus retracted. The 
retractor has a farther ufe; for by inclofing the 
fleth it defends it from the faw, and makes a 
more decent appearance in the eyes of the {pec- 

XK 4 tators ; 
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tators; and this is a matter of fome confe- 


quence. | 
By thefe means as much fleth may be faved 


as the furgeon judges proper; I have found an 


inch and a half or two inches fufficient, which 
I always made an allowance for, as far as I 
could, in the circular incifion; but in fome 
cafes, where there is a great Gaceidigy of the 
mutcles, it may be requifite to leave more. 
When the mufcles, &c. are brought down 
equally, and cover the end of the bone, {trips 


of common plafter applied at due diftances, 


pafling through flits at the end of the ftump 
over the ufual dreffing, and reflected four or 


five inches up the thigh, will prove powerful | 


enough to keep them in that fituation, and be 
ealy to the patient. ‘Thus a ftronger preflure 
may be made at the end of the ftump, if re- 
quired, than can be done by the roller; but 
when a ftrong preffure is not there required, 
the {trips of common plafter only decuffating at 
the end of the ftump, forming the figure of an 
afterifk over a circular piece of {tiff paper, 
without paling through flits, will be found 

fufficient. | 
I have practifed this method in the prefence 
of feveral of my ingenious brethren, and re- 
commended 
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commended it to others, which has met with 
their approbation ; and, after trying it them- 
felves, they have affured me that it fully an- 
fwers the intention. Since I followed this 
method, I have cured many ftumps without 
any projection, vifible exfoliation of the bone, 
or the cicatrice being near fo broad as ufual. 
In the laft amputation I performed upon the 
thigh, there was a necefiity of doing it much | 
higher up than ordinary, yet, though it was a 
large limb, the cicatrice was but a few lines 
broader than the diameter of the end of the 
bone, left concealed in a fhallow cavity, and 
the ftump was {peedily healed without any ex- 
Though it is advifable in am- 


foliation.* 


* Many years ago my fon, Doctor D’Urban, was at 
Paris, and had fome converfation upon this fubject with a 
furgeon of great character there, whofe pupil he was, and 
he approved the method. At the famous univerfity of 
Edinburgh, where he afterwards ftudied phyfic and took a 
doétor’s degree, much to his honour, he mentioned this 
method of amputation to a furgeon of the Royal infirmary, 
who practifed it upon his authority, and affured him it an- 


fwered the defign entirely to his fatisfaction.——~I have 
obferved, that the more firm and mutfcular the parts are 
where the operation is performed, the lefs liable they are to 
retra-t from the bone in the cure; confequently under this 
circumftance lefs of them is requifite to be faved by the ufe 
ofthe retractor. See fome remarks and confiderations upon 
this fubject, in vol. 3. 

putation 
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putation above the knee, to fave as much of 
the limb as can conveniently be done; yet 
when it is neceffary to perform that operation: 
‘higher up than erdinary, it is more probable 
that a flatter and better formed ftump will be 
the confequence of it, with lefs projection of 
the bone, for obvious reafons; as the more 
flefhy parts are lefs liable to retract than the 

tendinous. : 
| The pafling the needle very deep, and in- 
cluding a greater circumference of fleth, &c. 
within the ligatures, in taking up the arteries, 
creates unneceflary pain, without fo effectually 
anfwering the main end and purpdéfe; for they 
will feon cut through the foft fieth, and may 
not ‘then fufficiently comprefs the veflels to 
prevent future bleeding: befides, they often 
lay the foundation of /mufes troublefome to 
cure, and caufe other inconveniences; there- 
fore all poffible care fhould be obferved in paf-_ 
fing the needle, which may be more certainly 
done without inclofing too much of any fub- 
ftance, when the mouth of the vefflel can be 
difcovered without loofening the tourniquet li- - 
gature. .Thofe well acquainted with the courfe 
of the arteries, after the blood is well {punged 
up, will be able to difcern, and fecure moft of 
A : | . them 
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them neceflary to be regarded, without being 
fhown them in that manner; but when it is 
required to foofen the tourniquet-ligature, it 
fhould be done very flowly and cautioufly, that 
the blood may not flow with impetuolity to 
obftruct the operator’s view; the leaft bubbling 
"appearance of it at the mouth of the veffel will 
be direction enough to an operator that is not 
precipitate. * 

As pain is a dreadful fymptom indeed, and 
productive of much mifchief even after an ope- 
ration is perfectly well performed, the utmoft 
attention is required to prevent or remove it; 
and for this confideration ftrait circular ban- 
dage fhould be avoided, to which, from the 
interruption of the circulation of the biood, 
may juftly be afcribed not only pain, but 
many of the moft threatening confequential 
fymptoms. A very little vefleGtion will fuffi- 


* In feveral operations wherein I have been concerned, 
in the laft feven years, I have ufed and recommended a 
pair of fimall diflecting forceps, to take hold of the edge of 
the artery and draw it out a little way, to be then held by 
an afliftant, in order to give a fair opportunity of pafling 
the needle without taking in any more cellular membrane 
than to prevent the ligature from flip, ing off at the end of 
the veflel. By this means any fubftance may be avoided, 
which being included might prove prejudicial. 


ciently 
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ciently convince us of the abfurdity of this 
practice, and that inftead of preventing, it 
tends directly to increafe the hemorrhage, as 


has been demonttrated by profeffor Monro, one 


of the greateft men of the age. 

Soft lint evenly applied, a plafter or pledget 
{pread with unguent. tripharm. cerat. alb. or 
fomething of this nature, confined with ftrips 
of common’ plafter, as has been directed, and 
a knit woollen cap, will be found dreffing 
and bandage fufficient, in whatever limb am- 
putation is performed ; which readily yielding 
to the diftention of the veffels, upon the in- 
creafed power and velocity of the blood, will 
allow a more free and uninterrupted reflux ; 
confequently lefs pain, fever, and inflammation 
will enfue, and a quicker digeftion of the 
wound, without fo much offenfive gleet, as I 
_ have obferved. Hence we may reafonably in- 
fer, that the patient’s life will be lefs expofed 
to danger, if ftrait bandage be omitted in am- 
putation: and as this method of drefling after 
the operation is the moft fimple and expedi- 
tious, as well as the eafieft and fafeft, it may 
more particularly merit the confideration of 
gentlemen of the faculty employed in the army 
and navy. 

SOME 


=e 


IN SURGERY. “933 


SOME OTHER USEFUL REMARKS. 


IN order to make the circular incifion with 
the more exactnefs, the ufe of a leather in- © 
ftead of 2 common fillet is advifable, to thofe 
not converfant in amputation, and it fhould be 
{pread with common plafter, to make it fix the 
better upon the part; one or two thickneffes 
of which rife enough above the fuperfices of 
the (kin to be an unerring direction to the 
knife, even in a hand not quite fteady; and 
there is another advantage in the ufe of it, as 
it keeps the mufcles and teguments more firm- 
ly together to refift the knife, which are fre- 
quently very flabby, where this. operation is 
requifite: =A fecond fillet, applied about 
three-fourths of an inch from the firft, may 
fometimes be found neceffary to the fame pur- 
pofe; for, in the cure of the ftump, much 
depends upon an exact and regular fection of 
the fkin, membrana adipofa and the mutcles ; 
and I am inclined to think that this part of the 
operation may be better performed with a 
ftraight than a curved knife ; indeed, the in- 
ftrument-makers now give it but very little 
curvature, as well as make it much fmaller 

I ! and 
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and lighter, and better accommodated to every 
purpofe. — 

When we'ufe the common tourniquet and 
ligature, I think it may not be amife, from an 
accident which happened in an operation 
wherein I was concerned, to afhx two liga- 
tures to the comprefs, one of which to be 
rolled up and pinned back upon it, to be in 
readinefs fhould the other happen to break. I 
give this precaution, having been prefent when 
fuch an alarming circumftance happened in the 
operation, juft when the crura/ artery was di- 
vided, which threw the operator into fome 
confufion, but I foon made my handkerchief 
ferve the purpofe of another ligature, while an 
affiftant kept his finger upon the mouth of the 
artery. This accident, which made an im- 
preflion upon the minds of the fpectators to 
our difadvantage, was owing to the inadvert- 
ence of the perfon employed to manage the 
tourniquet, .in twifting the ligature too much; 
therefore, to obviate fuch an inconvenience, © 
particular care is required in tying the ligature, 
fo that very little more than one turn of the 
ftick may ftraiten it fufficiently. ‘This incident 
‘made me more attentive than ordinary ever af- 
term———-Mr. reke’s machine, which I have 

| ufed 
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ufed many years, isa very good one, and pre- 
vents the danger of breaking the ligature, as it 
rolls round a cylinder, and has many other 
advantages; but inftead of the. fmall wooden 
comprefs as he directed, to be placed over the 
artery, I always ufed one rather foft than hard, 
and of greater dimenfions, for reafons that ap- 
peared to me very obvious. Since his, an- 
other has been invented, I believe, by Mr. 
Crane, one of the worthy furgeons of St. Bar- 
tholomew s Hofpital, which is evidently pre- 
ferable, and now in more general ufe: it is 
formed upon Monf. Pezzt’s plan, improved by 
the ligature running upon four cylinders, by 
which conftruction, it moves through four 
times the {pace at one revolution of the fcrew; 
and in that refpect confifts its excellence, 


CF 
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OF A COMPOUND FRACTURE, AND AN AMPUTATION 
IN CONSEQUENCE OF IT, ATTENDED WITH VERY¥ 
REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCES, 


December the 1 ath, 17 56. 
% A R. Layman, of Difs, a man of genius 
¥ — and great abilities in his profeffion, de- 


fired me to join in confultation with him and 
fome other furgeons, in the cafe of a man aged 
about thirty-five, of an indifferent habit of 
body, who received the day before a com- 
pound fracture upon his leg, by a waggon _ 
ing over it. 

We found a piece of the whole fubftance of 
the z#éza, and another of the jdula between 
four and five inches long, exactly correfpond- 
ing with each other in length, loofe in the. 
wound, and the mufcles, &c. contufed and 
lacerated ina very uncommon manner. 

After ftrily examining the cafe, we were 
unanimoufly of opinion, that amputation with- 
out delay was moft advifable, and it was ac- 
cordingly performed, in which fome circum- 


flances occurred that we were not aware of. 
; We 
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“We thought we had indifputably determined 
for the beft, in agreeing to take off the limb — 
below the knee, from what we obferved ex- 
ternally, and by the examination we made 
with our fingers in the wound; but in the 
operation, the flefh between the bones was 
found fo foft, that it would not refift the 
knife, and the fbu/a was fo loofe at its junc- 
tion with the ¢zdza, that it could not be fawn 
without great difficulty, though the perfons 
who held the limb took particular care to keep 
it fteady both above and below: we alfo found 
it extremely difficult to take up the artery, in- 
clofed in this foft flefh, which would not well 
bear the ligature; and probably, from that 
condition of the flefh,. the veffel had liberty to 
retract farther than it could otherwife have 
done; but in this cafe, could the mouth of 
the veffel have been difcovered, the ufe of the 
diffecting forceps, as recommended in the laft 
chapter, might have proved the means of pre- _ 
_ venting the future dangerous hemorrhage. 

By the loofenefs of the remainder of tlre 
fibula, and the flefhy fubfance between that and 
the ¢id:a having fuffered fo much, we were of 
opinion, that the bones were broken by the 
firtt wheel, and the fecond coming upon that 

Vou. II. Y part 
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part of the fidu/a, nipped the intermediate fub- 
(tance between it and the ¢sdza, as in a vice. 

Every thing promifed fuccefs till the feventh 
day after the operation, when a violent effufion © 
of blood proceeded from the veffel that was 
enveloped in the foft contufed flefh, whilft 
Mr. Layman was drefling the ftump, The 
ufe of the needle and ligature was now judged — 
impracticable, from the lofs of fubftance be- 
tween the bones, and retraction of the veffel ; 
nor could Mr. Layman, after having checked 
the Aemorrbage with the tourniquet, make- 
the artery bleed again, though he let the liga- 
ture quite loofe, and waited a confiderable time 
for that purpofe ; he then applied a piece of 
agaric of the oak as nearly as he could guefs 
over the mouth of the veffel, with good com-~ 
prefiion. | 

After having proceeded thus far, he dif- 
patched a meflenger for me, that we might 
-confider together how to guard againit this 
impending danger. ‘T'wo days after, we were 
again alarmed with an hemorrhage from the 
~ {ame veffel, which proved fo violent as to bring 
the patient's life into imminent danger, though 
a perfon was appointed to attend conftantly, 

ing . and 
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and ule the tourniquet occafionally, but i 
was not vigilant in his poft, 

As the needle and ligature were now be- 
come entirely ufelefs, and the agariz had 
proved ineffectual, we had recourfe to a vitriol 
button, after having ftopped the courfe of the 
blood with the tourniquet, keeping the liga- 
ture ftrait till we thought the e/char was form- 
ed; and in the drefling we applied lint and 
little pieces of ftiff paper, with fmall com- 
prefles of cloth, fo as to rife fufficiently above 
the furface of the ftump, that the compreffive 
force might be increafed, as occafion fhould 
require, particularly and directly over the vef- 
fel, without affecting the ftump in general. 
Having done thus, we gave him an opiate, and 
employed a perfon to make a conftant prefiure 
with his hand at the end of the ftump over a 
circular piece of ftiff paper, but not to fuch a 
degree as to caufe much pain. We recol- — 
lected Monf, Pecit’s expedient to comprefs the 
artery in the zguen, in the cafe of the Mar- 
quis of Rothelin, whofe life was reduced to the 
utmoft danger, by an effufion of blood of 
twenty-one days, after having had his thigh 
amputated higher up than ordinary ; and then 
fpeedily contrived in our exigence a machine, 

ne as 


34.0 CASES AND REMARKS 

as defcribed in pl. 15. to act more equably 
than the hand, making the fixt points upon the 
fhoulders, by the bands paffing over them. 
—-From what I can remember of the hiftory 
of the Marquis’s cafe, not having the autho- 
rity before me, he received a fhot in his thigh 
in an engagement, and that the wound could 
not be healed; but, a caries enfuing, after 
twenty years, amputation of the limb became 
neceflary: after which, on examination of the 
thigh, the key of his bureau was found rufty, 
lying contiguous to the bone.* 

We agreed upon drefling again three days 
after, and then to apply buft-leather, an{wer- 
able to the extent of the e/char, moiftened with 
ardent {pirit, in order to prolong the fall of 
the efchar. This we thought was the beft fub- 
ftance to refift the impetus of the blood at the 


* The relation of this extraordinary cafe is inferted at 
large in the AZem. de? Acad. Roy. des Sciences for the year 
1731, and epitomifed in the Eulogy upon that celebrated 
furgeon, in the fecond vol. of the Azzm. de I Acad. Roy. de 
Chirurgico———After this, Monf, Petit wrote a diflertation 
concerning coagula of blood in the arteries, as proving the 
means of {topping the hemorrhage after amputation, and 
took great pains to propagate and eftablifh that notion, 
which his own patient’s cafe, as well as this of ours, feems 
to overthrow. 
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mouth of the artery; and it was ufed after the 
feparation of the e/ébar, till nature fupplied a 
ftrong, anda better covering of flefh. | 

The tourniquet was conftantly ufed during 
the time of drefling, and continued till the 
machine was again well adjufted, which the 
patient faid always made his {tump ealier by a 

_ moderate degree of preflure at the end; and 
the reafon of that effect is obvious enough. 
We uled Freke’s tourniquet, and that the fre- 
quent application of it might not affect the 
thigh, the place was often changed, and well 
defended againft the ligature. 

After this we had no farther trouble from 
the bleeding, the ftump healed kindly, and 
the patient recovered as good health as before 
the accident. We do attribute the preferva- 
tion of his life, in a great meafure, to the ule 
of this machine. Fora ftump of a common 
fize, the external plate may be about five 
inches in diameter, the internal four; they 
may be made circular, or a little elliptical, or 
of fuch a figure as the furgeon thinks fit. 


‘Among the reft of our chirurgical converfation at this 
meeting, mention was made of an accident, in which one 
of the arteries between the tibia and fibula was opened 

-_ 3 about 


means of preferving the limb. 


time to time ap various acta fe ath ft ‘ea t h 
advifable to amputate thelimbh oe 

- Upon reflection it occurred to me, that i in this cafe t the 
renioval of two or three inches of the fibula was practica- 
ble; and that probably it might have given a fair opportu 
nity of coming at the bleeding veflel, and proved ee. 4 
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Explanation of Plate rs. 
Fig. 1. Shown upon the part in fig. 2. 
a.a. Circular ligatures to pin the bands to, : 
intended to pafs over the fhoulders, 
in order to keep them parallel; and 
they fhould alfo be pinned to a waift- 

band for the fame purpofe.  _ 
b. The tourniquet and ligature. 
c.c. The fillets paffing through the'upper — 
and lower flits, to keep the machine _ 
fteady and in a true direGtion when 

pinned to the bandage. 


If the machine be ufed above the knee, it 
may be better to have the bands pafs on the 
anterior and pofterior parts of the thigh than 
on the fides, to prevent obliquity in their di- 
rection. How far this little inconvenience 
might be prevented, by pafiing in that man- 
ner, when the machine is wanted below the 
knee, I have not yet experienced. 
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THE OPINION CONCERNING COAGULA OF BLOOD PLUG- 
GING UP THE ARTERIES AFTER AMPUTATION OF A 
LIMB, BRIEFLY CONSIDEREDs | 


J NGENIOUS men fometimies offer experi- 
ments which are defective, or obfervations 
not well confidered, to fupport their favourite 
notions: and when men of the greateft cha- 
rater and abilities advance any theory, urging 
at the fame time an experiment, or obfervation 
to enforce it, we are too apt to yield our af- 
fent, without making fuch enquiry into it as 
every inveftigator of truth ought to do. 

This feems to have been the cafe in regard 
to Monf. Pest, concerning coagula of blood 


being formed in the arteries, as the means of 


ftopping the hemorrhage after amputation. 
That great man, and thofe who have adopted, 
his notion, pofitively affert, that upon exa- 
mining the ftump after the death of the pa- 
tient, they found coagul/a of blood continued, 
up thofe canals even to the length of four 
inches: but granting this to be a fact, it-can- 
not be admitted as conclufive evidence of their 
exiftence before, or till the patient 1s in extre- 
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formed. 


According to that Lypothefis, the coagulated — 


blood muft either remain in the veffels or lic 
quefy and return in a putrid flate; againft ci- 
ther fuppofition, I think, many weighty ob- 
jections might be brought, and experiments 
made, to put the matter beyond controverfy. 
It appears to me highly reafonable to fuppofe, 
that the native heat of the part, and the ation 
of the veflels, keep the blood in a ftate of flu- 
idity fit to be received by the collateral 
branches, when checked by natural or artifi- 
cial means in its direct progreflive courfe, after 
amputation of the limb, and that the divided 
veflels then retracting, collapfe and coalefce as 


far as their firft ramifications, having their — 


mouths foon fealed up with fleth, growing 


from the nutricious veflels; which work of | 


nature is pretty evident upon the ftump.* 


* Dr. Kirkland, a man of character at Ahby de la Zouch, 
in his ufeful treatife upon hemorrhages, and Mont. Pouteau, 
furgeon major of the AHfotel-Dieu, at Lyons, in his valuable 
work entitled AZelanges de Chirurgie, both publifhed after 
the firft edition of my Cafes and Remarks in Surgery, have 


mentioned experiments confirming my hypothefis, and re- 
futing Monf. Petit’s. 
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©F FUNGOUS SUBSTANCES IN RESTRAINING Ha 
MORRHAGES. 


HE ufe of fungous fubftances in re 

training Lemorrbages, is the revival of 
an ancient practice, as appears from many un- 
doubted authorities. 

If agaric of the oa& could have been depend- 
ed upon in all cafes, inftead of the needle and 
ligature, a painful part of operations would 
have been fpared, and it muift then have been 
confidered as a difcovery worthy of the high 
encomiums beftowed upon it by its advocates 
at firft, who undoubtedly had the good of 
mankind in view. I ufed the agaric twice 
fuccefsfully in amputations below the knee, as 
appears by my letter to Mr. Warner, furgeon 
to Guy’s hofpital, which he defired I would 
confent to the publication of in the Pdilofophi- 
cal Tranfaéiions ; but it required great care in 
the application, and I never durft venture to 
rely upon its power above the knee: ftill it 
may be of ufe to a prudent furgeon, and worth | 
keeping by him. 

I have fince made fome experiments, by 
which it does not appear to me to have the 

characte- 
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characteriftic of a ftyptic, or to a@ by a corru- 
gating property, but rather by its foft texture 
and adhefive quality; therefore, if that or any 
other fimilar fubftance fhould be farther tried in 
amputations, I would recommend the ufe of the 
compreflive machine already mentioned, which 
Mr. Layman and I ufed in his patient's cafe, 
with great advantage. 

From my own experience in many inftances, 
I think puf-dall is preferable to all other fun- 
gous fubftances in reftraining Lemorrhages.* 
\ 


\ 


* See more upon this fubje@ in vol. 1. 
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A CASE IN WHICH THE TIBIA WAS AFFECTED TO AN 
EXTRAORDINARY DEGREE IN A VERY SHORT TIME) 
BY A CRITICAL DISCHARGE OF FEBRILE MATTER 
UPON A LEG, WHICH HAD BEEN FRACTURED SOME 
YEARS BEFORE. 


J A. of N. B. about forty years of age, was 

j e feized in February, 1740, with a fever, 
attended with moft violent fymptoms ; and, in 
about a fortnight, a {welling fuddenly appear- 
ed upon the whole leg, accompanied with 
great inflammation and pain, and matter was 
foon difcovered from the knee to the ancle, 
which upon opening was found very ill-con- 
ditioned, and the bone carious its whole 
length. | 

Mr. Barker, an old practitioner of great 
{kill and experience, and his fon were con- 
cerned: Mr. Layman and I being confulted, 
were of opinion that amputation was the only 
means of preferving the patient’s life. 

Upon examining the limb after it was taken 
off, we found the zzéza full of purulent matter, 
inftead of marrow, which had corroded the 
bone quite through in an infinite number of 
places, and in two places it was totally divided, 


as 
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as appears by a reprefentation of it, in pl. 16, : 
fig. 4.° No part of the bone was free from the. 
caries, but the callus had evidently mot te- 
fifted the acrimony of the matter. me 

The man. was in a very bad condition to. 
bear the operation, on account of the fever, 4 
cough, &c. but it fucceeded, and he recover | 
ed a good ftate of health. 

‘The dreadful ravage the febrile matter here 
_made in the boney compages, is a convincing — 
evidence to what a high degree of acrimony — 
and corrofivenefs animal juices may arrive in a 
fhort time,* 


* See Ruy/ch’s Thefaurus Anatomicus, and Chefelden’s Often 
Doctor Huns 


ter has a great many of a very extraordinary nature and 


ezraphy, in fol, relative to difeafed bones, 


appearance in his collection, - About two years ago he 
fhowed me a furprizing thigh-bone, then fent him from 
St. Gzorge’s hofpital, which much refembled in fize and . 
figure a five-pint bottle with a long neck turned downs © 
wards,—-—Alfo fee Hou/fet’s differtation fur les Exoffofes 
des Os cylindriques, en Mem. de 0 Acad. Roy. de Chirurgie. 
tom. 3.—In Hiflaire naturelle générale S particuliére avee . 
Defeription du Cabinet du Roi, tom. 3. par Monf. Buffing, 
are the figures of many bones variouily difeafed in a very 
wonderful manner, 
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AN ULCER WITH A CARIES OF THE TIBIA, IN WHICH 
THE ACTUAL CAUTERY SEEMED OF SIGNAL SER 
VICE, 


Full, 1743. 


WAS confulted for the daughter of Mr, 
_ §. of W. at the defire of her furgeon, 
She was of a lax, cachectic habit, and had an 
ulcer upon her leg with a caries of the bone of 
about four years ftanding, extending from 
three or four inches below the knee, near to 
the ancle-joint, which had been rationally 
treated by feveral furgeons, without the ufe of 
the cautery. 

After carefully examining the cafe, finding 
the bone foft the whole length of the caries, 
and covered with hard, ill-conditioned fleth, 
growing unequally out of the bone itlelf to a 
confiderable thicknefs, I imagined that the 
firt ftep towards faving the limb muft be to 
bring the bone into a ftate of drynefs, with 
the actual cautery, the whole extent of the 
caries, in order to prevent the growth of fun- 
gous flefh from thence; for though many ex- 
foliations had, from time to time, been ob- 

tained, 
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tained, yet they did not prove fufficient to Jay 
the foundation for healing. 

As cauftics had been long tried in vain to lay _ 
the bone bare and keep it fo, the patient and © 
her furgeon readily confenting, I cut quite 
round the ulcer to the bone, encompafiing all 
the bad fiefh by the incifion, then {craped it 
clean off, and as much of the foft bone along 
with it as was practicable, with a /calprum, 
and drefied with dry lint; two days after, 
when that was removed, the Cauterization of 
the bone to drynefs effectually prevented any- 
future vegetation of bad fiefh to obftrué the 
cure. Afterwards I perforated the bone in 
feveral places with a {mall crown of the ¢re- 
poine, and found it affected in its whole thick- 
nefs, as I fufpectted. The weaknefs of the 
bone confined the patient to her bed, and 
obliged us to keep the limb encompaffed with 
a cafe of {tiff paper for fome time, as in a 
fracture. 

In confequence of this method fuch exfo- 
liations were obtained, as laid a foundation for 
the cure, which now proceeded very well; but 
it was a work of long time to complete it. 
Particular care was taken to correct the dy/cra- 
fy of her blood, by diet and medicine. She 

enjoys 
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Enjoys to this day good health, and has no 
manner of complaint in the limb. 

Though the aétual cautery is juftly decried 
in carious bones in general, by the ablett practi- 
tioners of the prefent age, yet this {pecies of ca- 
ries feems to require the ufe of it; and I ani 
convinced, from feveral inftances, that it ad- 
mits of it to great advantage: it anfwered be- 
yond our expectation in this particular cafe, 
and I never {aw {fo {trong an inftance of its ef- 
ficacy; ‘Though it muft carry terror with it, 
yet this patient faid fhe had fuffered much 
more, to no purpofe, by the application and 
frequent repetition of the cauftics.* 

* Whilft I dwelt at Norwich I fucceeded by the fame 
treatment, ina fimilar cafe of more than feven years ftand- 
ing, which was deemed incurable in an hofpital.—Cedjus 
fays, De Morbis Offium. Oportet autem ante omnia os nu- 
dare, ulcere excifo, &F fi latius eff ejus vitinm, qudm ulcus 
\ fuit, carnem fubfecare, danec undique os integrum patefiat : tum 
id quod pingue eff, femel tterumve fatis eft admoto ferramento 
adurere, ut ex eo {gnama fecedat; aut radere donec jam ali- 
quid cruoris oftendatur; que integri offis notd eff; nam neceffe 
eft aridum fit id, quod vitiatum eff. Idem in cartilagine quo-~ 
gue lafa faciendum eff. Siquidem ea quoque fcalpello radenda 

See Vander 

Linden’s edit. pag. §39, or Almeloveen’s; pag: 508, which 

is the beit edition.- —I have fucceeded by f{craping carti- 

lages, according to Celfus’s direction, particularly thofe of 
the ribs, 


VoL. Ii. When 


efty donec integrum id fit, quod relinguitur. 
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When the dread of the patient will not allow 
of the ufe of the actual cautery in a cafe of 
this nature, after making the bone bare as 
mentioned, the /ap. infernal. or cauft. com- 
mun. fort. and fpirit. vitriol may fupply its 
place, in bringing the diftempered bone into 
the ftate of a dry caries, by firft rubbing it 
well with a piece of the cauftic, and then 
ftriking a fmall quantity of the {pirit over it 
with a feather. ‘This method I have alfo tried 
with good effect. Le Dran’s Eau Mercu- 
viele mentioned at the end of his Obfervations, 
which isa folution of argent. viv. part 1. 72 ag. 
jort. part 2. is an excellent application for this 
purpofe, as I have experienced.—~See_ notes 
at the conclufion of the chapter in the firft 
volume, concerning applications to anfwer- 
the different intentions of cure. 


OF 
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OF A SEPARATION OF THE EPIPHYSIS TIBIZ. 


WAS defired fome years ago to give my 

opinion in a cafe where amputation was 
thought advifable, and propofed, on account ‘ 
of a feparation of the epsphy/s tibia ina lad 
about ten years of age, in confequence of a 
critical difcharge of purulent matter in a fever. 
Befides this, there was an extenfive and 
deep caries of the ¢dza, over-run with fun- 
gous flefh, attended with a great degree of 
pain. The mercurial folution mentioned 
in the laft cafe, was of fingular fervice in fub- 
duing the fungus, and on that account highly 
extolled by the furgeon, as he could not keep 
it under before. Dry dreffings then anfwered 
the end; the cure was in length of time ef- 
fected, after having had large exfoliations, 
and the limb became perfectly ufefal. 
In this cafe the tailed bandage, and pafte- 
board-cafe to keep the limb fteady were ufed 
as in acompound fracture, confining the pa- 
tient wholly to his bed: it equally required 
a2 fuch 
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fuch treatment; for the epphyfis was fepa-~ 
rated from the bone, fo as to give a ready 
admiffion: to the probe in different directions, 


and might well be confidered as a fracture. 
‘upon that account. | 


OF 
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OF A MOVEABLE CARTILAGINOUS OR BONEY SUB} 
STANCE IN THE KNEE, RESEMBLING THAT WHICH 
Is MENTIONED IN THE 4TH. VOL. OF THE MEDICAL 
ESSAYS, ATTENDED WITH VERY SINGULAR CIR- 
CUMSTANCES, 


eS May, 1762, an healthy young man, by 
trade a gardener, came to afk my advice in 
this cafe, and told me he had gotten a very 
painful {welling in his knee. 1 examined the 
knee, but could difcover no {welling : upon 
which he anfwered, I will fhow it you, Sir, 
prefently ; and then began to bend and extend 
the limb, preffing the outfide and top of his 
thigh, juft above the joint, with his fingers, at 
the fame time, and feon brought it to light on 
the infide, from under the rectus mufcle, near 
the fuperior part of the pate//a: and now, fays 
the, I can fhow it you on the other fide; and 
did fo directly by the fame means, prefling in 
the oppofite direction, to my great a{tonifh- 
ment, and then returned it to the place from 
whence it came. I did the fame by the like 
manual operation, working with my fingers as 
he bent and extended the limb. This move- 
able body feemed to take always the fame courle, 

“ 3 ag 
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as if conduéted by a leading-ftring. During 
its quiefcent fltate under the reétus he was free 
from pain, and could ufe his fpade very well ; 
but as foon as it flipt from that abode he loft 
the ufe of his limb, and it was attended with 
great pain upon motion. 

From thefe confiderations, and his utter 
avetfion to have this moveable body taken out 
by incifion, I was willing to try what would 
be the effect of a knee-piece, fo contrived and 
padded as it might be eafy, and keep it fixed 
under the mufcle, in fome expectation that it 
might in time adhere to the parts, and fave the 
neceffity of extirpation: for though he had, 
fome years before, now and then complained of 
a flight pain in his knee, which he thought to 
be rheumatic, yet he never difcovered this 
knot, till immediately after a violent exertion 
in jumping over a ditch. As I havenot heard © 
of him for fome years, I hope this method was 
attended with fuccefs.* 

I have removed two fuch tumours by ex- 
cifion, which appeared more boney than care 


* The beft manner of making a knee-piece to ferve fuch 
a purpofe, is according to that mentioned by way of note 
nthe chapter upon diftorted limbs. 


3 : tilaginous ; 
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tilaginous ; and believe I obviated bad accidents 
in confequence of the operation, by confining 
the patients to their beds directly, and wrap- 
ping the knee immediately up in an anodyne 
poultice, prepared with bread, milk, and oil, 
which was applied at every drefling, night 
and morning, for fome time. From profeffor 
Simfon’s letter on this fubject to profeffor 
Monro, inferted in the 4th vol. of the 4th edit. 
of the Medical Effays, pag. 246, we may in- 
fer that dreadful confequences may enfue, 
through want of attention to fuch precaution.* 


* T faw the perfon, whofe cafe is related above, on De- 
cember.the 11th, 1768, and he affured me the method I 
have mentioned anfivered the end perfectly well, and that 
he was able to follow his employment as well as ever, 
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A SINGULAR DISLOCATION OF THE ASTRAGALUS 
ot / Si. vate . { % 


November the 30th, 1749, 


PR. C. of W. falling with a ladder 
fl when he was near the top, his leg and 
fain fixed in fuch a manner between the ftaves, 
that the apaphyfis tibia catching hold of the 
afiragalus, wrung it out of its place, turning 
it upfide down, and almoft through the fkin 
at the inftep ; the zzbza then refted upon the 
os calets inftead of the afragalus, and the > fibula 
was thrown through the fkin, 

In this fituation of the bones they formed a 
kind of an arch, which rendered all attempts 
to reduction in vain; for the greater the exten- 
fion and preflure made to that purpofe, fo 
much the more was the refiftance to-reduc- 
tion. 

I was joined in confultation with three able 
furgeons the next day, and, all things confi- 
fidered, we unanimoufly thought it advifable 
to amputate the limb forthwith. 

The patient furvived the operation twenty- 
feven days; but a profufe hemorrhage happen- 
ed 


A 
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ed from the ftump on the eighteenth day, and 
I got to him but juft time enough to prevent 
his bieeding to death. I believe he loft his _ 
life through his own obftinacy and the impru- 


dence of the nurfe, in departing abfolutely 
from our ftrict injunctions. 


ANOTHER 
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ANOTHER LUXATION AT THIS PART, ATTENDED WITH 
EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES, 


CORPULENT woman, advanced in 
. AX years, as fhe was haftily and incauti- 
oufly walking in a paved ftreet, the heel of her 
fhoe, which was high and narrow, dropt into 
and was faft locked between the ftones, and 
fhe falling backward at the fame inftant with 
ereat velocity, the tibia was thrown violently 
forwards off the aftragalus, unto the inftep, as 
far as where the tendon of the mufcul. tibial. 
antic. is inferted into the os cunei form. maj. 
which was ruptured, as well as the ligament 
that connects the tibia and aftragalus. 

TY was confulted in this cafe a fortnight after 
the accident happened. The bone had not 
then been reduced; the parts round the joint 
and far down the foot were much tumefied, 
inflamed, and veficated, attended with extreme 
pain and an incipient mortification.—Fomen- 
tations, cataplafms, &c. with internals, as the 
cafe required, were ufed, which reduced the 

, tumeface 
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tumefaction, took off the inflammation, and 
{topped the progrefs of the mortification; then 
the head of the bone was eafily reduced: to its 
place: but, from the above-mentioned caufes, 
it could not well be kept there; and the pa- 
tient had but little ufe of her limb. 


A MOK@ 
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# MORTIFICATION IN A MAN AGED EIGHTY-ONE, 
WHERE THE BARK SEEMED TO BE OF GREAT SERe 
VICE, 


Auguft the 24th, 173%. 


if WAS called to J. H. of M. and found a 
deep mortification about the breadth of a 
crown-piece upon the fide of his foot. Con- 
fidering his age, his having been confined to 
his bed many years, and that he was a drinker 
ef {pirituous liquors to excefs, there could be 
but little expectation of curing him; yet it 
was neceflary to prevent his becoming noifome 
to himfelf, and every body about him whilft 
he lived, which I confefs I thought would be 
but a fhort | time, as I told the pa officers 
who fent fur me. 

I directed a gummous and fpirituous appli- 
cation a anda warm cataplafm to the foot twice 
i day 5 that he fhould take a dofe of an elec- 
iuary of the dark and fuake-root every three 
hours, wafhing it down with a glafs of ani- 
Sales which had long been his favourite 

liguor; and that his diet fhould be of good 
nutrimert, warm and {picy. 


2 , Aftegy 
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After regularly perfevering in this method 
about a month, there was a feparation of the 
dead parts from the living, at the junction of 
the offa cuneiform. and metatars, where I dis- 
jointed the foot, without any pain or lofs of 
blood, and the ftump was perfectly healed in 
three months. After this the poor creature 
lived more than a year, with as good health as 
for many vears before, drinking gin or anifeed: 
water to the day of his death, faying he could 
not live without it, and that my indulging him 
with it, he was fure, faved his life. * 

Some years after I disjointed a poor girl’s 
foot at the fame place, on account of a /phace- 
Jus, occafioned by her lying abroad in a frofty 
night. She was greatly neglected, yet nature 
had made a feparation of the dead parts from 
the living almoft quite round, and to the bones 
in fome places, before fhe was committed to. 
my care. The ftump healed without any 
extraordinary trouble, and fhe walked much 
better than fhe could have done with an arti- 


* In fome inftancés of mortifications, I have feen fin« 
gularly good effects from giving the bark in much larger 
quantities than commonly prefcribed. 


facial 
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ficial leg. Bearing down the lower part of 
the foot ftrongly, whilft an affiftant keeps the — 
upper part fteady, after having cut the liga- — 
ments on the top, very much facilitates the — 
disjunction of the bones. 


OF 
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; 


®F A MORTIFICATION OF A SINGULAR NATURE AND 
APPEARANCE, 


April the tf2, 1775. 


f R. Goodwin, an ingenious and well- 
educated furgeon, at Woodbridge, in 
Suffolk, afked meand Mr. Page, another fur- 
geon of a very refpectable character in the fame 
town, to vifit with him a woman about feventy 
years of age, on account-of the fingularity of 
her cafe. | 

This mortification was of the perfectly dry 
kind, without any previous {welling or inflam- 
mation, or proceeding from external injury. 
It began upon the extremity of the little toe, 
attended with exquifite pain; and foon after 
the other toes became affected in the fame 
manner. Its progrefs was very gradual, and 
in feven or eight weeks it ftopped about four 
inches below the knee, where there was a be- 
ginning feparatioa irregularly quite round the 
limb, to which place it was totally in a {pha- 
celated ftate; the fkin fo far, from the very 
ends of the toes, was hard, fhining, and 
{mooth as horn, and black as jet, without any 


appearance 
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ay i 


appearance of feparation in any other part: it. 


much refembled a boot highly polithed and 
japanned, and had no more offenfive fmell than 
a mummy. 

Though fhe was much emaciated; and had 
alfo a difeafed liver, yet, as foon as there fhould 


be a complete feparation of the dead parts from 


_ the living, we agreed upon amputation, as the 

only rational method to purfue, without cut- 

ting into the quick part, for ebvious reafons. 
October the 15th, 1775, Mr: Goodwin 


informed me by letter, that the operation as 


above-mentioned, was fuccefsfully performed, 
and that the ftump healed kindly, the patient 
enjoying better health than could reafonably be 
expected, confidering her age and other infir- 


mities. 


In the Norfolk and Norwich Hofpital, a man near fixty 
years old had his leg amputated on account of a mortifica- 


tion, caufed by offification of the arteries, and the operation» 


fucceeded. 


A SCIRs 
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A SCIRRHOUS TUMOUR UPON THE HEEL, OF A VERY’ 
THREATENING ASPECT, SUCCESSFULLY EXTIRPATED. 


<: 


December the 29th, 1755+ 


Rh rR. J. P. aged about twenty-five, of a — 
good conftitution, fhowed me this tu. 
mour, and told me that he believed it pro= 
ceeded originally from an, external injury re- 
ceived about twenty years ago. In four or five. 
years it grew gradually to the fize of a pigeon’s 
eggs, was moveable and exquifitely painful, 
efpecially in the night when warm in bed. 
He took the advice of a furgeon about that 
time, who applied a cauttic, which did not 
penetrate far into it; the application of the 
cauftic was repeated feveral times to no pur 
pofe. After this treatment the tumour in-— 
creafed fafter than it had done at any time be- 
fore, and in a few years acquired the magni- 
tude of a hen’segg. Thus it remained many 
years, attended with fuch exquilite fenfibulity, 
that he could fcarcely bear to touch it in the 
| gentleft manner ; and this was the ftate of it 
_ when he applied to me. | 
Vou. Il. Aa The 


a ‘4 
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The tumour now extended from the point — 
of the heel, and was attached in its whole ex- 
tent, to the temdo achilis, Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, there appearing, in confultation, — 
no probability of relieving the patient other- 
wife, I was encouraged to undertake the ex~ 
tirpation of it; but firft prognofticated that it 
might fhow itfelf of a very ill character after the — 
operation, yet the patient having endured fo 
much with it many years, and it growing 
daily worfe, defired to take his chance for a 
cure, In the operation I cut as clofe to the 
bone of the heel as I could, without leaving 
jt bare, and carefully diffected the tumour 
from the tendon; the operation was excef- 
fively painful, but the wound healed very 
kindly, and the patient was amply reward- 
ed for his refolution, by a fpeedy cure and — 
continuing well to this day. | 


A SCRO-. 
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A SCROPHULOUS CARIES OF THE OS HUMERI, &c, CURED 
AFTER BEING ILL TREATED, AND THE LIMB CON- 
PEMNED TO BE TAKEN OFF, 


’ February the 2d, 1742. 


M R. D. R. of M. ‘put his daughter, aged 
about fifteen, under my care, after hav- 
ing been under that of two practitioners, who 
had the misfortune to want a regular education 
in furgery, and to be quite ignorant of anato- 
my. In opening a.fxws up the arm from the 
joint in an oblique direction, they totally di- 
vided one of the extenfors of the wrift, and 
wondered, as well as the patient’s father, at 
feeing the hand inftantly fall, when the inci- 
fion was made at fuch a diftance: they had 
— alfo injudicioufly paffed a feton under the ten- 
don of the drceps, which caufed great pain 
every day by its irritation upon moving it; and 
they had introduced tents and hard doffils into 
feveral finufes, frequently covering them with 
efcharotics, to confume luxuriant flefh that was 
perpetually growing up. : 

A 4.2 Under 
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Under this treatment I found the limb ex. 
_ ceedingly fwelled, inflamed, and painful, efpe- 
cially round the joint, which was become 
quite ftiff, and an extenfive caries upon the 
os humeri, feeming to penetrate deep into its 
fubftance: a continual fever was kept up by 
putrid matter pafling into her blood, and pro- 
bably other acrimonious particles mixed with 
it, from the frequent application of the e/cha- 
yotics; which, by keeping her in conftant pain 
and breaking her reft, added much to the 
fever. | 
I threw out the tents, hard doffils, and fe- 
ton forthwith, drefled fuperficially with dry 
lint, and a foft cooling cerate over it, treating | 
the cafe in all refpects in the eafieft and gentleft — 
-manner; by which means it foon had a more 
favourable appearance; fhe was immediately 
freed from the tormenting pain fhe had long © 
endured, and found a fenfible abatement of the_- 
fever, which went off gradually. | 
By this gentle kind of treatment, nature ~ 
not being interrupted in her wark, caft off © 
thick exfoliations from the carious bones, and 
effected a cure in about fix months after the © 
condemnation of the limb: which is now as 
“ufeful 
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ufefalas an anchylofis at the elbow joint, with 
an impoflibility of raifing her hand, will ad- 
mit of; and the is capable of almoft every 
kind of family bufinefs——Particular regard 
was paid to her ferophulous habit, which was 
hereditary. 


Aaj A TU- 
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A TUMOUR OF THE LYMPHATIC KIND, OF AN ENOR#& 

~ ‘MoUS SIZE, UPON A WOMAN’S ARM BETWEEN SIXTY. 
AND SEVENTY YEARS OF AGE, EXTENDING FROM 
ABOVE THE ELBOW TO THE WRIST; WHICH HAD _ 
BEEN GRADUALLY INCREASING MORE THAN FIFTY 
YEARS, AND: THEN TURNED CANCEROUS. 


OME years ago, my friend Mr. Cooper, 

whom I have already mentioned, fhowed 
me this tumour, when it could eafily be moved 
upon the mufcles ; and the woman then had 
the free ufe and motion of her hand, fingers, 
and elbow-joint. 

The tumour was little or no pain to her, — 
but what arofe from its weight, which the 
fupported with a fling: the circumference of 
it then was near four feet, meafuring from the © 
elbow to the hand, and the refolved to carry it 
to the grave with her. About two years after, 
it beginning to have a cancerous afpect, and — 
there being reafon to fear it would become very 
offenfive to herfelf and every body about her, 
the was advifed, in a confultation of four fur- 
geons, to have her arm taken off; but fhe then 
abfolutely refufed to fubmit to the operation. 
Some months after, when fhe had experienced 

i what 
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what the was told would in all probability be 
the confequence of keeping her limb, fhe was 
very defirous of lofing it, but it was then too 
late: a fever and diarrhwa feized her foon after, 

and releafed her from her miferable condition. 


This tumour appeared to us vafcular and veficular 5 for 
we could not be fenfible of AuStuation, asin a quantity of 
a fluid collected together. The ftench was fo offenfive 
immediately after her death, that Mr. Cooper durft not exa- 
mine into the nature of the tumour. In the German Ephe= 
merides we read of a tumour of this nature upon a woman’s 


arm of a moft prodigious fize. 
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A. TUMOUR OF THE GANGLION AND STEATOMATOUS. 
SPECIES MIXT TOGETHER, 


ye 


Ba Eh, }: 
pene LIVE hill, 1734. 


WR. R..W. a very robuft man, aged about 
E forty, afked my advice concerning a 


large tumour without any external inflamma- 


tion, extending from his wrift to the middle of 
the back of his hand, which he told me was 
occafioned by a violent ftrain three or four 
years before, and that it was now become ex= 
tremely painful; his hand was entirely ufelefs, 
hanging down, and making a right angle with 
the fore-arm, no proper care having been taken 
to {upport it. | 

Upon opening the tumour, I found a fluid 
like the white of an egg, with a great many 
lumps fufpended in it, of a fubftance refem- 
bling, in colour and form, cloves of peeled 
garlic®. I cut away immediately as much as 


* JT am inclined to think, as I have before mentioned, in 
the chapter on Wens, that this kind of fubftance refembling 
fuet, in thofe called /featomatous tumours, is only infpiflated 
lymph: and I believe the three tumours there fpecified, une 
der different appellations, are all of a lymphatic nature, the 
lymph in their contents appearing under different degrees 
of infpiflations=——See rote at the end of the chapter upon 
Wens, &c. 

I could 
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I could of the cy/, the reft digefted off, and — 
by the common treatment the cure was eafily 
effected, fo far as to heal the ulcer; but it was 
a long while before the contractile power of the 
mutcles could be recovered to elevate the hand, 

and the motion of the fingers was reftored with 
~ equal difficulty, the tendons, by long difufe, 
being grown very rigid, and the /yzovza in their 
fheaths infpiflated. 

The ufe of the machine dewitled} in pl. 17. 
to keep up his hand, and’ fo contrived as to 
give an opportunity of moving the joints of 
the wrift and fingers, contributed very much 
to regain their motion. He kept the parts 
about half an hour twice a day in a warm de-. 
coétion of fheeps trotters, to relax the rigid 
fibres, and attenuate thé infpiflated /ynovic.* 

Afterwards, 


* The proper degree of heat for baths and fomentations, 
is that which gives a pleafing fenfation of warmth to the 
parts, as it relaxes them, and fufes the fluggifh, inert mat- 
ter, putting it ina condition to be propelled by the action 
of the folids; but they will have quite contrary effects, if — 
the heat be intenfe and gives pain. I have found a vapour- 
bath very efficacious in relaxing rigid fibres; but for limbs 
obftinately rigid and contraCted, nothing is fo efficacious as 
having the water of natural tepid baths pumped upon them, 
ufing proper relaxing embrocations immediately after, gen- 


tly 


« 
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Afterwards, when the writ and fingers 
could bear to be moved freely without pain, I 
ordered that cold water fhould be pum ped upon 
them every morning, for a few minutes ; by 
which the tone of the parts was perfe@ly re- 
ftored, and the patient ufed his hand, in five 
or fix months, almoft as well as he did before 
the accident.* | 


tly moving and extending the limb at the fame time; for 
fuch motion is abfolutely neceflary to accomplifh the point 
in view under thefe circumftances. I know the happy ef- 
fe& of fuch waters, by experience inmy own cafe, which 
required my going twice to Bath. 

* Some years ago, I was defired by a phyfician anda 
furgeon in the city of Norwich, where I then dwelt, to at- 
tend a gentlewoman with them, between forty and fifty 
years of age, of a lax, delicate, and infirm conftitution, 
who had then two encyfted tumeurs about the fize of large 
walnuts, of that fpecies denominated fteatomatous by wri- 
ters in furgery, one upon her loins, and the other upon her 

thigh, in an inflamed ftate, ready to open fpontancoutly, 
which required diffe@ting out long before, but now were 
not in a condition to admit of fuch treatment; confequently 
I propofed taking off the whole circumference of the parts, 
which were become very thin quite to the confines of the 
tumours, with tonfil-fciflars, apprehending the remainder 
of the cyfts at the bottom would then be readily digefted 
out by the common treatment; but inftead thereof, they 
formed part of the cicatrices, very evidently to all of us, 
who attentively obferved thefe circumftances and appear- 
ances, fo fingular, that we had never before taken notice 
of the like; and the cicatrices thus formed were perfect, 


firm, fmooth, and lafting. Exol : 
Xplanation 
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Explanation or PLATE Ih 


This machine fhould be made a little con- 
cave, of light tough wood, fuch as beech, wil- ” 
low, or alder; and be covered with leather to_ 
be glued unto the wood. Its dimenfions for a 


limb of a common fize fhould be about ten 


inches long and three and a half broad. Be-— 
fides the hooks fhown upon the fides, it fhould. 
have one in “he middle. — It is to be confined — 
to the limb with fillets tied upon ftiff paper, Ng 


as defcribed, 
I have found this very finipte machine of 


eRe 


fignal fervice in luxations of the wriit, and in 


fra@tures near that joint, as well as in other 


cafes where it is neceflary to have the hand fup- — 


ported, and alfo occafionally kept in gentle 


motion to preferve the flexure of the joint: and “ai 
it has been much approved by many of my — 


brethren. 
Rule-joints may be ufed to more advantage, 


where there is no occafion to drop the hands 
and they will allow of a little motion upwards: 


when they are ufed no hooks are requey upon 
the machine. 


A WOUND 
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A WOUND OF THE TENDONS. 
— Auguft the 1gth, 17364 


P. of T. an healthy ftrong man, in the 
e time of harveft, having his fickle fuck 
in the fide pocket of his breeches, according 
to the cuftom of reapers when they bind up 
their theaves, and by throwing a ftone in {port . 
at one of the gleaners, the Geek catched his 
arm, in its full {wing and force, and totally 
divided the flexors about two inches above the 
wrift. The man being hot at his work, the 
wound bled profufely; but one of the women 
had prefence of mind and refolution to tye her 
garter {trait about his arm, which effectually 
_reftrained the Aemorrbage till I got to him. 


The ends or the divided tendons were drawn 
far afunder, but by bending the wrift and 


forcing down the mutfcles, I brought them into 


contact as much as I poffibly could, keeping. 
them fo by ftitching and bandage. The wound 


healed kindly, and was quite cicatrized in little: 
more than a month; he recovered the perfect 
ufe-of his arm, hand, and fingers, foon after ; 

but 


a 1 


im 
i} 2 
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but fenfation was -deftroyed below the wound, 
and never after reftored. 
The notion of healing by the firft intention, 
being now, I believe, pretty generally exploded, 
ftitching of wounds will confequently be lefs 


 practifed; though it may full be found ufeful 


and neceflary in fome cafes. | 

Though I was not fenfible of any inconve~_ 
nience arifing from ftitching in this wound, 
yet [am inclined to think, that it would in ~ 
general be better omitted in tendinous or mem- 
branous parts. I have been concerned in two 
cafes where the tendo achillis was totally divided 
by cutting inftruments; one of thele wounds 
I ftitched, the other I did not; both were 
cured without ill accidents, but that which I 
did not ftitch I thonght healed more kindly 
than the other, I ufed Pezit’s bandage, de- 
{cribed in his Treatife upon Difeafes of the 
Bones, in both cafes. Bending the knee a lit- 


tle, and extending the foot, is evidently the 


proper pofition to keep the limb in on this oc- 
cafion, There is a very ingenious and excel- 
lent contrivance for the fame purpofe as Petit’s 
bandage, invented fince by profeflor Monro for 
himfelf, in the firft volume of the Edinburgh 
Effays and Obfervations, phyfical and literary. 

ri | As 
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As a horfe is the nobleft animal of the brute 
creation, and the moft ufeful to man, I doubt 
not but I fhall be readily excufed in faying 
a word or two here concerning an accident 
which happened to a valuable one of my own, 
by the careleffnefs of a fervant, where the tendon 
of the fore leg, whofe ufe is fimilar to that of the 
tendo acbillis in the human fpecies, was totally 
divided in the middle, and the ends confidera~ 
bly feparated ; which wound was perfectly 
cured, without flitching, by Mr. Chver, of 
Norwich. The horfe now travels without 
impediment; but by ufing him rather too 
foon after the wound was healed, I was under 
a neceflity of giving him reft afterwards. The 
machine Mr. C/over invented on this occafion, 
as reprefented in pl. 3. fig. 2. contributed 
much to the cure, which probably could not 
have been effected without it; and fuch an ina 
yention has been of more fervice to him fince, 
in the cure of a fracture upon a horfe’s leg, by 
which it was performed without difficulty ; 
but in that cafe he added a thin concave plate, 
adapted to the fore part of the leg, to defend 
it, and alfo to ftrengthen the machine, very 
ingenioufly made and connected to that behind, 
refting upon the coranet, by a contrivance com- 


Ing 
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ing up thither from the toe of the fhoe, to 
keep it fteadily fixed to that part: and with 
—thefe additions the machine is better accommoe 
dated to ferve the purpofe in the divifion of a 
tendon: through want of fuch a defence on the 
fore part, my horfe’s leg was galled.* 


* Mr. Clover’s character, by all who know him, is that 
of having a great fuperiority of knowledge in his profeflions 
and his moral character is not lefs exeéllent. 


MR. 


~ 
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MR. CLOVER’S LETTER CONCERNING THE USE OF THE 
MACHINE DESCRIBED IN PL. 13. FIG. 3s 


Norwich, December 15th, 17664 - 


SiR, 


A, T your defire, I have attempted to deli- 
(h. neate the machine, which fucceeded 
eecond my expectation, in the cure of a frac- 
ture upon an horfe’s leg, without the ufual 
method of fufpending him, which.is attended 
with many inconveniences. 


—fam afraid you 
will not think the machine clearly enough 
fhown in my fketch; for, not being well ac- 
quainted with perfpective, I muft confefs my- 
felf at a lofs to project upon paper the figure of 
it, to my own fatisfaction ; and therefore doubt 
of its being fo intelligible to others as it ought 
to be: but, perhaps your engraver may rectify 
its defects, if he confiders its ufe, and reads 
the following explanation of it. 

A. G. and B. H. the two chief {upporters 
of the leg, are made of fuch length as to reach 
from the knee of the fore leg, or hock-joint of 
the hind leg, to the parts of the fhoe marked I 
and 
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and K.; A. G. being made thin and concave, 
to receive the fore part of the leg, and B. 
H. flatand ftronger, efpecially from N. to H. 
in order to fupport the weight of the horfe 
without bending at N, where a thin plate is 
affixed on each fide, fuitably concave to re-— 
ceive the fetlock-joint, which effectually pre+ 
vents the turning of the machine to either fide, 
The circular parts C. D. and E. F. are made 


thin, and turned back about an inch at the 


ends O. P. and Q. R. for the convenience of 
introducing the f{crew-pins, and fixing them 
to the neceffary degree of tightnefs. The 
other circular part S. T. will be fufficiently 
fecured by a fmall leather ftrap with a buckle. 
In each longitudinal plate feveral {crew-holes 
ought to be made, between B. and N., A. and 
X., the better to fix the bows C. D. and E. 
. in the moft convenient and neceflary parts; 
and the upper one being covered with woollen 
lift, or fomething foft, may be placed in fuch 
manner under the knee, or hock-joint, as to 
receive a portion of the horfe’s weight, and in 
{ome degree prevent the ends of the fractured 
bone from prefling too hard upon each other. | 
“When the whole machine is put together, 
the end H. goes through the hole of the thoe 
hor. LH. Bb K, end 
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K. and by a fcrew is faftened to the heel 
marked M. which may be made higher or 
lower at difcretion; and the end G. is to pafs 
through I. in the part L. Z. turned up from 
the toe of the fhoe to the top of the coronet of 
the foot, where it is to be fecured with a {crew 
through the holes G. and L. by which means, 
and by the fcrews at C. D. E. F. and T. the 
whole may be put together or taken to pieces, © 
with very little trouble, as circumftances re- 
quire. I with I could have better repre-. 
fented the concavity in the pillar A. G. which 
by being fo made is both ftronger and lighter, 
befides being adapted to receive with greater 
eafe that part of the limb.—The whole of the 
machine, which I made upon this exigence, 
fhoe and all, weighed but two pounds and 
three quarters, for an horfe fifteen hands and 
an half high, which had his hind. leg badly 


broken, and was cured, fit for work, in about 


twelve weeks. 

It will give me much pleafure, if what I 
have fketched with my pencil and written, 
may anfwer your good defign of communicat- 
ing to the world, what may prove beneficial 
to the nobleft creature of the brute creation, 
and fo ufeful to mankind that he ought by no 

| means 
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means to be neglected. The machine con- 
ftru&ted as here directed, I believe would have 
anfwered the purpofe better in your horfe’s cafe, 
with the total divifion of the ¢sexdon, than that 
which was ufed, and effectually have prevent- 
ed fome inconveniences which occurred in the 


cure of that wound. 

I hope to hear your health is improving, 
and the more ardently pray for the perfect re- 
covery of it, well knowing it will tend to the 
good of others. 

1 AM, 
SIR 
YOUR MUCH OBLIGED, 


AND FAITHFUL HUMBLE SERVANT, 


JOSEPH CLOVER. 


In the cure of a tendon ruptured, or totally 


- divided by incifion, when there is good reafon 


to fuppofe the parts may be fufficiently agglu- 
tinated, great care is requifite in dropping the 
heel, which fhould be done gradually, for ob- 

Bb b-2 yious 
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vious reafons; as, fhould not the union of the 
tendon be deftroyed, by bearing upon the limb 
too foon, it may {well, occafioning pain, and 
fome degree of lamenefs ; which was the cafe 
in re{pect to my own horfe, as has been men- 
tioned; though now he travels well, without 
being more ftiff after a long journey than be- 
fore it: fome ftiffnefs was unavoidable, as the 
tendon could not have its natural free motion in 
its {heath preferved. 


A VERY 
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A VERY EXTRAORDINARY BURN. 


Fuly the 15th, 17576 


HE. fervant to Mr. K. of T. arofe be- 
e tween two and three of the clock this 
morning, in a violent tempeft of thunder and 
lightning, and went into her mafter’s room, 
where the ftruck fire; and whilft fhe was light- 
ing a candle, having no covering but her cap, 
fhift, and one petticoat, a fiery meteor, ac- 
companied with a moft tremendous clap of 
thunder, broke through the roof of the houfe, 
and defcended to this room, which was upon 
the ground floor, and burnt her from the 
crown of her head to the foles of her feet and 
fingers ends, ina moft dreadful manner indeed. 
Her matter, in the utmoft confternation, jump- 
ed out of bed, firft extinguithed the fire upon 
her cap, &c. then running out abroad, faw 
the roof blazing in a narrow compafs, raifed a 
ladder inftantly, and poured water into the 
hole where he fuppofed the fire-ball pafied, 
but to no purpofe, the houfe being all in flames 
before any afliftance could be procured. 
Bb 3 In 
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In this hurry and confufion the woman was 
fome time neglected, and when carried out of 
the houfe had neither fenfe nor motion: foon 
after fhe difcovered fome figns of life, but re- 
mained many days without fenfes or fight, 
though her eyes were not burnt fo much as 
the other parts. The burn grew every where 
exquifitely fenfible to the touch, and uncom- 
monly painful; a moft violent fever immedi- 
ately enfued, attended, after about a week’s 
continuance, with as thick a thrufhas I ever | 
faw. We almoft defpaired of her life; but 
at length the recovered, and has her fenfes, 
fight, and ufe of her limbs, perfectly. 

The dreflings were chiefly o/. Hn and cerate 
prepared with that, cera, and unguent, e floribus 
fambuci. Bleeding repeatedly was found ne- 
ceffary, and an exact obfervance of the regimen 
advifed in inflammatory fevers, with the fre- 
quent ufe of opiates to affuage the intolerable 
pain and forenefs of the parts, taking particu- 
lar care to keep her body open. 


SOME 
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SOME EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS OF A FEVER, OF A 
PUTRID AND MALIGNANT NATURE. 


Fune thé 26th, 1740. 


WAS accidentally called in to fee the fon 
of J. P. of B. between thirteen and four- 
teen years of age, whom I found {pinning at 
the wheel, totally deprived of hearing and 
fight, but it was, his deafnefs I was defired to 
give my advice in; for the very globes of his 
eyes were funk in their orbits, and left his pa- 
rents not the leaft hope of his ever feeing again, . 
nor could I give them any hopes of his ever 
hearing, after having examined his ears. He 
had purple or livid {pots interfperfed all over 
him, and abfcefles were formed in his eyes and 
ears, which difcharged much fetid matter. 
The account they gave me of this poor un- 
fortunate creature was, that, about fix months 
before, he was feized with a violent fever, 
which foon deprived him of his fenfes, and 
that it was eight or nine weeks before they had 
any expectation of his furviving it; but, being 
very poor, no medical affiftance was procured 
for him. During this time he totally loft his 


Bb 4 hearing 
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hearing and fight, the colour of the hair of 
his head was changed from a dark brown to 
almoft white, and was as foft as an old perfon’s 
of eighty or ninety, excepting on the vertex, 
where it retained its natural colour about the 
breadth of a crown-piece ; the hair of his eye- 
brows had fuffered the fame alteration. I alfo 
obferved along the courfe of the coronal, fagit- 
tal and lambdordal futures, boney ridges half as 
thick as my finger. | 

The boy now appeared in good health and 
in a thriving condition, did not feem to want 
underftanding, and could find his way alone 
to fome houfes at a confiderable difgance, where 
he ufed to go formerly, and had gone fince the 
lofs of his fight with his mother. 

‘About feven years after, as I was travelling 
that way, my curiofity led me to inquire after 
and fee this perfon again. His mother led him 
tome; I obferved the hair of his head rather 

whiter, lank, and foft, and brown upon the 
crown of his-head as when I {aw him before ; 
his beard was now beginning to {prout, which 
was the natural brown colour of his hair, his 
face looked {till rather boyifh, but there was a 
very ftrange mixture and appearance of youth 
and old age in it. | 
A CAES 
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& CASE OF FRAGILITY, FLEXIBILITY, AND DISSOLUTION 
OF THE BONES, WHICH I DREW UP FORMERLY AT 
THE REQUEST OF A FRIEND, IN ORDER FOR HIM TQ 
TRANSMIT TO DOCTOR PRINGLE,* WHO DESIRED. 
AN ACCOUNT OF IT, TO COMMUNICATE TO THE 
ROYAL SOCIETY. | 


Mf RY Hayes, of Stoke-Holy-Crofs, near 
Norwich, in Norfolk, was born “anu- 
ary the 11th, 1718; had never been married, 
and always lived a regular, temperate life. . 
Her father was unhealthy, but it is not known 
to what difeafe he was fubject: her mother wag 
healthy, and fhe herfelf was always looked 
upon as a ftrong healthy girl, till about fifteen 
years of age, when fhe fell into the green fick- 
nefs, and took various medicines to no pur- 
pofe. She had no other complaints till Ocfo~ 
ber 1748, when fhe was feized with pains uni-+ | 
verfally, attended with feverifh fymptoms ; and 
thus fhe continued fome weeks, after which 
the pain was chiefly confined to her legs and 
thighs, but not increafed by external preffure. 


* Now Sir Foba Pringle, phyfician to the queen. 
4. She 
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She broke her leg in “une 1749, as the was 
walking from the bed to her chair without 
falling down, and heard the bones fnap. The 
fracture was properly treated by one of the 
ableft furgeons, and due regard had to her in- 
difpofition ; no caus was generated, but the | 
bones grew flexible from the knee to the ancle, 
in a few months: thofe of the other leg and 
thigh, were vifibly affected .foon after, in the 
like manner ; and both legs and thighs then: 
became wdematous and fubject to excoriate, 
difcharging a thin yellow zchor. About this 
time I firft faw her with the furgeon who had 
the care of her, | | 

The winter after breaking her leg, fhe had 
fymptoms of the fcurvy, and bled much at the 
eums. . 

Many eminent phyficians prefcribed for her, 
but without any effect, unlefs the regularity of 
of her menftruation for the laft eighteen months _ 
be afcribed to chalybeate medicines, which 
were part of their prefcriptions; though the 
fame kind of medicines were formerly pre- 
{cribed, and long continued, without having 
that effeét, even when {fhe was in a condition 


to take exercife. 
About 
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‘About a year before her death fhe was re- 
moved to the parith fhe belonged to, where I 
had an opportunity of vifiting her often, and 
obferving the progrefs of her difeafe. She told 
me the had found but little alteration of her 
complaints in general for fome time paft, and 
thought her appetite and digeftion rather 
mended: fhe breathed with difficulty, and her 
thorax appeared fo much ftraitened as necefla- 
rily impeded the expanfion of the lungs: her 
fpine was much diftorted, and any motion of 
the vertebrae of the loins excited extreme pain: 
her legs and thighs being quite ufelefs, fhe 
was confined to her bed in a fitting pofture: 
the bones fhe refted upon having loft their fo-~ 
lidity, were much fpread, and the ends of her 
fingers and thumbs, by frequent efforts to raife 
herfelf, were become very broad, with a cur- 
vature of their phalanges: fhe now meafured 
but four feet, though before this difeafe fhe 
was five feet and a half high, and well thaped. 

From this time I obferved the flexibility of 
her bones became gradually more general, and 
the difficulty of breathing increafed, with a 
wafting of her fieth. For the laft four months 
of her life the had a total fupprefficn of the 
menftrual difcharge, and a great tendency in 


ber 
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her legs to mortify, which had long been ana. 
farcous and excoriated almoft all over. She 
retained her fenfes perfectly to the laft, and, 
but a few minutes before the died, talked con- 
cerning her miferable condition and approach- 
ing end, in a very rational and compofed man- 
ner, with her nurfe, who perceived no figns 
of the change which was juft at hand; then 
reclined her head, and expired inftantly with- 
out a groan. ) 

Two days after her death, which happened 
on February the 6th, 1753, her limbs being 
firft well ftretched out, fhe was meafured, and 
found wanting .in her natural ftature two feet 
and two inches. I opened the abdomen and 
thorax, removing the flernum entirely, with 
fome portion of the ribs, in order to gain at 
once a full view of thofe cavities, and to ob- 
ferve how the vécera contained in them had 
obftruéted each other, in their refpective func- 
tions, as well as to infpect the ftate of them. 
The deart and Jungs were found, but flaccid 
and much confined in their motion, to which 
the enormous fize of the liver contributed in 
fome meafure, extending quite acrofs the ab- 
domen, and bearing hard againft the diaphragm 
by its increafed gibbofity: the /ungs did not 

adhere, 
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adhere to the pleura, nor was the “ver {cir- 
rhous, it was faulty only in its bulk: the me- 
Jfentery was found, except one large fcirrhous 
gland in it: the fpleen was extremely fmall. 
Nothing elfe was found obfervable in thefe-ca= 
vities. 

All her bones, except her teeth, were more 
or lefs affected, and fearcely any would refift 
the knife; thofe of the head, thorax, fpine, 
and pelvis were nearly of the fame degree of 
foftnefs; thofe of the lower extremities were 
much more diffolved than thofe of the upper, 
or of any other part; they were changed into 
a kind of parenchymous {ubttance, like foft 
dark-coloured liver, without the leatt offenfive 
{mell. I cut through the whole length with- 
out turning the edge of the knife, and found 
lefs refiftance than firm mufcular flefh would 
have made, meeting only here and there with 
boney Jaming, thin as an egg-fhell. 

Thofe bones were moft diffolved, which in . 
their natural ftate are moft compact, and con- 
tain moft marrow in their cavities. ‘This cir- 
cumftance may appear more worthy of obierv- 
ation, as it held throughout, and looks as if 
the wonderful change they had undergone was 
occafioned by the marrow having acquired a 


diffoly- 
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diffolving quality; for it was evident that the 
diffolution began internally, by the boney /a- 
mince remaining here and there on the outfide, 
and no where elfe, and the pain in the begin- 
ning of the difeafe not being increafed by exter- 
nal preflure. | 

The periofieum was rather thicker than or- 
dinary, the carfdages thinner, but no where 
in a ftate of diffolution Jike the bones. 

I intended to have opened the {kull and exa- 
mined the brain, had I been allowed time 
enough; but there was no reafon, from any 
complaints, to fufpect a defect in that part. 

An eminent phyfician and furgeon were pre- 
fent at this examination of the body. Some 
time after, I fhewed {pecimens of the diffolved 
bones to Sir ‘fobn Pringle, in London, and 
then fent thern to Doctor Hunter, who has 
occafionally exhibited them in his anatomical 
lectures. 

I alfo fent fome of the fame fubftance to an 
ingenious chymiit, defiring him to analyze it, 
with the utmoft care and exactnefs; and he 
informed me, by the experiments he made, he 
could difcover neither acid nor alkali prevailing 
in it; but that it contained near 7-8ths of an 

| oleagi- 
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oleaginous fubftance, with a {mall portion of | 
earth. | 

Fuly 1753, 1 faw a fimilar cafe to this in a 
woman, aged twenty-five, in the workhoufe 
at Norwich, under the care of Mr. Swz/t, an 
ingenious man, anda very able furgeon. He 
obtained an order from the Court of Guardians 
to detain the body after death for our infpec- 
tion; but as foon as the woman was dead, 
what was intended to be done {preading abroad, 
a mob rofe, and peremptorily demanded the 
body to inter it; and the mafter of the houfe 
delivered it, fearing bad confequences might 
enfue upon refufal; and fo we were difap- 
pointed in our intended inquiry. 

In this woman’s cafe the ribs, being grown 
very foft, fell with the /fernum flat upon the 
Jungs, aud obftructed refpiration to fuch a de- 
gree, that when I faw her the lay panting for 
life. The contrary happened in the cafe I 
have been giving a narrative of; there the ribs 
and flernum turned outwards, by which cir- 
cumftance refpiration was not fo much ob- 
ftructed, though the capacity of the thorax 
was greatly fhortened, and the /ungs had not 
room to expand freely. 


We 
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We meet with cafes of this nature in the Phil. Tran/aét. 
wom Mem. del Acad. Roy, des Sciences.—— AG. Hafniens, 
German Epbem. In Foreftus and Saviard; and a 
very extraordinary one of this kind was publifhed at Paris 
by Do&or Morand, in 1752.~—TI faw in the hofpital at _ 
Bath, a furprizing cafe of fragility of the bones, fuppofed 
to proceed from a venereal caufe ; both arms and legs were 
then broken, and many other bones affected. 
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THE FOLLOWING EXPERIMENTS AND REMARKS, AT= 
TENTIVELY MADE} -RELATE TO THE PRECEDING 
CASE. : 


I X pieces of equal dimenfions were fawed 

tranfverfely out of the fhank-bone of an 
ox, and fufpended by threads in phials about 
half full of the following menftruums, which 
were conftantly kept in a lamp-furnace for fe~ 
veral days, in a degree of heat equal to that of _, 
human blood. 1. Was water ftrongly acidu- 
Jated with fpirit. vitrioli, 2. Water fo im- 
pregnated with fpirit. fal; marin. 3. Water 
with cauft. commun. fort. diffolved init. 4. 
Water mixt with one-third of putrid human 
blood. — 5. Lime-water. 6, Common Vi- 
negar. 

The refult of thefe experiments was, a 
crumbling down of the bone in the mixture 
with the {pirit. vitrioli. Almofta total folu- 
tion of the piece in the water with the {pirit. 
fa]. marin. The menftruum with the cautt. 
commun. fort. made no folution of the bony 
fubftance, but acted upon the vafcular, or 
whatever connects the offéous particles toge- 

Vot. Il. Ce thet 
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ther; for the piece of bone macerated in this 
mixture, became fo friable as to feparate, with 
little force, between the finger and thumb. 
The lime-water produced no vifible effect ; nor 
did the mixturé with the putrid blood make 
any imprefiion upon the bone ; and the vine- 
gar only foftened the furface of it a little.* 

In proportion as the acid fpirits ated upon 
the bones, an addition of them was made to _ 
the water, which reinforcement was intended 
to preferve the original frength of the men- 
{truum. . | 

The offific matter, or what gives folidity 
and conftitutes bones, is of a calcareous, alca- 
line earthy nature; and the folution of it in the 
menftruum with the fpirit fal. marin. had 
nearly the tafte of fea-falt. : | 

We mutt indeed ftill be at a lofs to account 
fatisfaGovily for the caufe of fragility, emolli- 
tion, and diffolution of the bones in a living 
body; for it is not to be imagined that any 
Icnown acid or alkali can be fo predominant in 
the humours, as to produce fuch extraordinary 


* It may probably be more fatisfactory to any of the 
profeflion wha chufe to make fimilar or other experiments 
of inveftigation, to take recent pieces of the thigh or leg 
bone of the human fubject. 
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effects as have been obferved in the cafe under 
confideration ; not had putrefaction any fhare 
therein. 

I tafted and chewed fome of the diffolved 
{ubftance of the thigh-bone ; it was foft upon 
the palate like marrow, inoffenfive and infipid, 
without any acid or alkaline tafte; neither of 
which qualities were difcovered by cane expe= 
timents. 

As there is a conftant wafte and fupply of 
the parts of an animal body in health, we may 
infer, that if through fome dyfcrafy or vitiated 
{tate of the fluids, defe& of the nutritious vef- 
fels, or want of energy in the folids, the appo- 
fition of bony particles does not balance the 
waite, the bones will confequently become 
foft and flexible, as they have membranous and 
vafcular compages for their batfis. 

However, after all, this is but of little ufe 
in leading us to the ewes point—curing the 
difeafe. 

Thefe queftions naturally arife from the pre- 
mifes. What obftructs the appofition and co- 
hefion of the elementary particles, which give 
firmnefs and ftability to the bones, or perverts 
them? What vitiated ftate, or combination 
of animal juices, under any fpecification, will 

Ccg produce 
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produce fuch a diffolvent? This abftrufe mat- 
ter’ may prove incomprehenfible, and thefe 
problems may ever be too difficult for the moft 
fagacious and aceurate inveftigator to felve; 
ret could the characteriflic fymptoms of this _ 
difeafe be early difcovered, they might indeed 
conduc us to fome rational means both inter- 
nal and external, proving efficacious in its in- 
cipient {tate to prevent the progrefs, and cure 
it; but cafes of this nature are fovrare, that 
they do not give the moft attentive and curi- 
ous obferver opportunities of {ettling criterions 
to be relied on. x | 
The Parifian cafe of Peter Supiot’s wife, in 
fome circumftances, appears to be the moft 
extraordinary of this nature, which we have in 
the records of phyfic, and deferves a confide-_ 
rate reading. 

This very memorable cafe was accurately 
drawn up, foon after the patient’s death, in 
the year 1752, by Monf. Morand, M. D. and 
Doctor Hofty, who was then phyfician te our 
ambaflador at the French court, by the ex- 
prefs defire of the prefident of the Faculty of 
Phyfic at Paris, and publithed directly by that 
authority. Immediately after the publication, 
it was fent me by a friend, with the original 


engrav- 
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engraving of the patient’s aftonifhing figure - 
annexed. 

It was obfervable in this patient’s cafe, that 
her urine had a very ftrong, difagreeable, alka- 
line fmell, in which was frequently found a 
great fediment of a white, cretaceous, gypfe- 
ous nature, which, when dried and mixt with 
_-mineral or vegetable acids, raifed a fermenta- 
tion, | | 

After having voided this matter with her 
urine, it was particularly remarked, that her 
faliva {potted and ftained the cloths like mercu- 
rial ointment, with fuch an appearance alfo in 
confequence of profufe {weats, upon the linen 
next her body, which could not be wafhed out 
with foap, and the nurfes were fenfible of the 
acrimony of this perfpirable matter, by the ef- 
fect the wath had upon their hands. 


Monro’s Ofteology, Chefelden’s and Albinus’s Of- 
teography.—Nedfbitt’s and Kirckringius’s Offeogeny—And 
Monf. Courtial’s Obfervat. Anatom. fur les Os, are capi- 
tal books in refpeét to the bones. | | 
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OF THE CURE OF THE THRUSH, 


S I think no perfon fhould keep to him- 
{“\ felf the knowledge of what may prove 
beeen to mankind, I publith in this man- 
ner the following medicine, which I know, 
from much experience, may be relied on in the © 

cure even of the worft kind of thrufh itt Bad. 23 
fevers; though indeed I have made no fecret 
of it, but have mentioned it, as opportunity 
offered, to all my medical acquaintance, after 
I was fo fortunate as to make a difcovery of it 
above twenty years ago, It had long been in 
the poffeffion of' a woman, who was fent for 
far and near upon this occafion,. with con- 


—. ftant fuccefs, to which I had often been a wit- 


nefs. This induced me to offer her a confi- 
derable gratuity to divulge the fecret; but 
though the refufed to do fo, I have undoubted 
evidence, that the medicine I here mention is 
the very fame as her’s. 

_Its compofition is borax and honey ; the pro- 
portion of a dram of the dorax in very fine 
powder to an ounce of pure honey, juft of fuch 
coniiitence as to fufpend the pening is fuffi- 

cient 
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ecient to anfwer the end in common cafes; but 
in fome, I have put in two drams, never more. 
I dire@&t the patient to take a tea-{poonful or 
two of this /wétus every hour, after ftirring it 
well together, {wallowing it leifurely, and in 
{ach a manner as it may fpread itfelf all over 
the mouth and throat. I have feldom known 
a bad ¢hru/h refit the power of this medicine 
more than two or three days regular ufe of it. 
After the thrujh is removed, the patient fome- 
times complains of a fmarting and tendernefs 
of the parts, which are foon eafed by frequent- 
ly holding in the mouth a mucilage of /em. 
cydon. or a folution of pulv. e trag. comp. in 
ag. rofar. damafcenar. toa mucilaginous con- 
fiftence, fweetened with /yrup. mororum: or 
by the ufe of a fmooth emollient gargarifm.— 
I have fometimes ordered the Jorax to be mixt 
with clarified Joney and currant-jelly equal 
parts, inftead of Aoney alone, and in that man- 
ner it makes a more agreeable medicine. Where 
there is a peculiarity in the conftitution that 
honey difagrees, the dorax may be mixt with 
either black or red currant-jelly, and fyrup. 


moror . 
"This medicine, made milder, has alfo been 


found by experience very beneficial in the 


thrufb attending infants. 
eye 4 Many 
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Many years ago I attended a young woman in a bad fee 
ver, who in the courfe of it had an appearance of a thr rufD 
to a high degree, about the anus as well as in her mouth — 
and throat; and undoubtedly all the alimentary canal was 
affected ; for upon taking this medicine liberally, and keep- 
ing her body open, great quantities of thick floughs were 
thrown off by ftool; and fhe recovered beyond es) 
tion. 


THE 


\ 4 


THE EXTRAORDINARY EFFECT OF THE INDIAN: PINK 
IN DESTROYING WORMS. 


Fuly the 7th, 1760. 


POOR widow brought her fon to me, 
aged between ten and eleven, much af- 
flied with worms, and had long been fo, with 
almoft all the fymptoms produced by thofe 
vermin, the zerefes, many of which he had 
lately vomited up. I made an infufion of 


thirty grains of the Indian Pink in a quarter of 


a pint of boiling water, letting it ftand by the 
fire clofe covered five or fix hours; and order- 
ed one half of it to be taken at going to bed, 
and the other next morning; and in the fol- 
lowing afternoon he voided, by ftool, four 
worms aliye. Next night and morning re- 
peated the dofes; in the afternoon following, 
voided five more alive at one dejection, the 


feces not altered in their confiftence from their 


natural ftate. The dofes were repeated the 
two fucceeding evenings and mornings; only 
the infufion was increafed one-third in its 
ftrength ; and in each of the following after-' 
noons he difcharged three worms, dead and 


{cems 
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feemingly much {welled. After thefe he took 
two dofes more, but no worms were brought 
away: he foon recovered a good appetite, and 
was entirely freed from all his complaints. 

This medicine anfwered the fame good pur- 
pofe in another of the woman’s children fome 
time after. 

They both agreed in vas circumftance, that 
upon firft taking the médicine, they were fen- 
fible of the motion of the worms downward, 
as if they fled from it, acconding to their own 
expreffion. 


There are four kinds of worms commonly found in the 
human body; the /embricz or teretes, whofe refidence is ge- 
nerally in the fmall ste/fenes : the a/carides in the large 
inteftines : the gourd-worm, {fo called from its refem- 
blance to the feed of a gourd: ——the tenia, tape or folitary 
worm. ‘This latter fpecies is frequently found among the 
Indians and Africans, in Geneva and all over Switzerland. 


T am credibly informed, that there is a woman at or near 
Geneve, who is poffefied of an infallible fecret to deftroy 
this formidable enemy. 

When I was concerned for the poor in Norwich, between 
thirty and forty years ago, one of the frit kind eat its way 
through near the navel of a child about three years old, in the 
work-houfe. The wound healed without any difficulty, 
and the child recovered, by taking proper medicines, which 
brought away a great number of thofe deftructive vermin. 
See Andry’s and Coule#’s treatife upon this fubje: and 
what Door Y}/on fays in the Philof. Tranf. concerning 

: | the 


aw. 7 
ay Oe i; ‘ 


IN SURGERY, Att 


the tenia; of which fort I faw one that. was voided whole, 
by a negro, near twenty feet long. See profeflor Ai/fan’s 
account of the anthelmintic virtue of the powder of tin, ia 
vol. 5 of the Edinburgh Med. Effays. 1 had a patient 
who was freed from the afcarides, by the long-continued 
ufe of foap and lime-water, on account of the {tone in his 
bladder, when all other means had failed in deftroying 
them. ——The fumes of tobacco,. by way of clyfter, are 
recommended to deftroy the afcarides, in the Medical Ob- 
fervations and Inquiries of the London Society, vol. 2, 
art: 20: 

Door Biffet, in his Medical Eflays and Obfervations, 
ftrongly recommends the ufe of gum gamboge for deftroying 
the tape-worm, from his own experience; and inftances a 

remarkable cafe in fupport of his opinion of its efficacy. 
Upon his authority, I advifed the ufe of it in the following 
manner, which had its defired effect, after various other 
medicines had failed, that had for a long time been prey 
fcribed bya very fkilful practitioner, 


R, Pil. ex colocynth, cum aloe 3, fs. 
Gum. gamb. gr. Xv. 
Mere. dule. gr. x, 

f. Pil. cum, fy. de fpin. cera. 


Thefe pills were repeated every third or fourth day, as. 
the patient could bear their operation, for fome coniidera- 
ble time. This was a dofe for a {trong perfon, which 
muft be varied according to circumftances. | 


COPY 
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COPY OF A LETTER FROM A CLERGYMAN CONCERNING 
THE WONDERFUL EFFECT OF CORT. RAD, SIMA# 
ROUB IN CURING HIM OF A DYSENTERY, AFTER 
ALL OTHER MEANS, COMMONLY USED IN THAT DIS- 
EASE, HAD FAILED, 


Long-Stratton, Nov. 23d, 1763. 


DEAR SIR, 


WY HERE fend you the beft hiftory I am able 
] to compofe, at this diftance of time, it 
being now above ten years fince I was firft af- 
flicted with the dlody flux ; therefore whatever 
inaccuracies you fhall obferve, you will be 
pleafed to pafs them over: and if you can dif- 
cover any thing which will be of fervice to 
others, I fhall think myfelf fuficiently ' re- 
warded for my trouble, 


I AM, DEAR SIR, 


YOUR MUCH OBLIGED SERVANT, 


EDWARD HIBGAME, 


RISTORY 
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HISTORY OF THE CASE.~ 


IN Odfober 1752 1 was at Canton in China, 
and after drinking too freely of white-port 
wine one evening, the next day I was feized 
with a violent /ux, which, after continuing 
two days, turned to the bloody flux. 
mediately applied to our fhip-furgeon, and he 
prefcribed me vomits of zpecacoanhba for three 
facceflive evenings. I then took ipecacoanha 
in {mall dofes, in white wine, every four hours; 
thus 1 went on for two months, and in that 
time I was let blood twice or thrice.—After 
this our fhip failed for England, and the fur- 
geon finding my difeafe rather increafed, he 
After 
letting me blood, he gave me every other day 
a {mall quantity of the calamine-ftone well le- 
vigated; this I continued for one month, taking 
the zpecac. as before: but on my complaining 
of the violence of this new medicine, he omit- 
ted it, and gave me fome dofes of Armenian 
bole every day; but neither the zpecac. calamine 
or dole had any effect in abating my /flux.—— 
For one month before we arrived in England 


all 


I im- 


determined to try another method. 
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all medicines were laid afide, neither had I re. 
courfe to any till 4ugu/t, when finding the 
flux increafing,; my ftrength decreafing, and 
my appetite loft, I was advifed to take pills 
compofed of mutton-tallow and bees-wax 
twice a day, as many as my ftomach woald 
bear, with a glafs of red-port wine with a few 
drops of tinct. terre japon. after each dofe, 
which I thought helped my appetite; but I 
could difcover no abatement of the flux. —— 
At this time I applied to a furgeon at home, 
who advifed the ufe of the dar with rhubarb, 
Stomach Drops, fago, rice, Gc.——I then 
confulted a phyfician, who firft prefcribed the 
teftaceous powders with bees-wax, then the 
cerat. vit. antimon. but neither of thefe medi- 
I then took a me- 
dicine prepared by Mr. n, of B oe, 
in Effex, at the recommendation of a very 
worthy gentleman, which, together with the 


cines agreed with me. 


warm weather, gave me relief for that fum- 
mer, before which time I had not had any in- 
termiflion in my difeafe from 1752 to 1755. 
-——~ The autumn followin g it returned again 
with greater violence; fo that I had not lefs 
than thirty or thirty-fix ftools in twenty-four 
hours, for more than three months, attended 

with 
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with a imarting pain in the lower znteffines, 
like that of a wound; but I conftantly obferved 
it was more intenfe every afternoon about four 
o’clock.——I fhould have obferved, that for 
two years before, I had been afflicted with 
this pungent pain, though not in fo greata_ 
degree, that I had voided much blood with 
mucus, and that every ftool was attended with 
violent hickups.——I now had recourfe to the 
teftaceous powders, and the above-mentioned ~ 
medicine of Mr. H.; alfo to the darf, and 
| Helvetius’s tin@ture, and thought fome of thefe 
medicines ferved to abate the diftemper,. but 
cannot fay which of them it was. ‘In the 
fummer 1756 I was tolerably well, but in the 
autumn the flux returned as violently as ever, 


attended with the before mentioned circum- 
ftances. I then took half a pint thrice a day 
of the following medicine :—-Two pounds of 
mutton-tallow boiled in a quart of milk to a 
pint, and ftrained. From this remedy I re- 
ceived great benefit; the difcharge of blood | 
and mucus leffened by the ufe of it very much, 
and I found a great abatement of the pain in the 
inteftines——#In the fummer 1757 I held 
pretty well; but in autumn the //ux returned, 
though not altogether with its former violence. 

Being 
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Being then at college, and not having fo good 
an opportunity of having the tallow mediciné 
prepared for me as at home, I took a ftrong 
decoction of the daré and pomegranate fhells, 
which did me fervice, and for the remaining 
part of the winter and fummer 1758 I conti- 
nued pretty free from the fux: but in the au- 
tumn it returned very violently again, I not 
having lefs than twenty or twenty-four ftools 
in twenty-four hours, attended with the ufual 
fymptoms; I then recurred to the decoction of 
the dark, but the effect did not anfwer my ex- 
pectation.—In the fummer 1759 I drank freely 
of Florence wine, which, together with a dry 
feafon, made me flatter myfelf with being al- 
moft cured; but in the autumn following I 
was as illas at any time before. I then took 
large quantities of the dark in fubftance, and 
eat boiled rice very’ plentifully for two months 
at leaft; and after taking a bark-bolus one 
morning, and eating a quantity of boiled rice, 
I had a violent pain in my ftomach, which in- 
creafed and fettled, fixing at laftin the lower 
belly, where it continued very violent; on 
which account I drank ufquebaugh, pepper- 
mint-water, and rum, in all I believe near a 
pint, without any efiect, only making me very 
fick: 
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fick : I went to bed, andthe pain rather in- 
creafing, took a dofe of liquid laudanum, but 
threw it up inftantly 5 ; [then fent for an apo- 
thecary, who gavé me a common clyfter, by 
which I found fome relief, but it was of fhort 
duration ; the pain returned and continued all 
night; next morning I had another clyfter 
given me, which, with the application of 
warm flannels, &c. relieyed me much; next 
day I was free from pain, and had only one | 
ftool during the continuance of this new com-= 
plaint. I now continued growing better, 
was pretty free from my //ux till autumn 1760, 
when it returned with its ufual violence. I 
then took Door Hi/l’s butter-medicine, which 
is two or three fpoonfuls of melted butter 
thrice a day; from which I found great bene- 
fit——T he fummer 1761, I continued pretty 
well, but in the autumn my old complaint 
vifited me again; I then repeated the butter- 
medicine, but was difappointed in its effect. 1 - 
next took the dark with fuch fuccefs, that I foon 
thought myfelf almoft entirely’ free from the 
fiux; but the Apri following, upon taking cold, 
it returned,. and continued all the fcllowing 
fummer to.a great degree.—After having to no 
purpofe given the dark, the tallow-medicine, 
Vou. Il. Dd and 
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and others which ufed to relieve me, a fair 
trial, I applied to you.—At this time I had 
not lefs than twelve or fourteen {tools in 
twenty-four hours, and in this ftate I had now 
been for three months.———- Your advice to me 
was to boil two drams of the bark of the radix 
fimaroube® in a pint and a quarter of water to 
a pint; of which decoction, when ftrained, I 
took two ounces, without any thing added to 
it, at fix on Friday evening, O/fober 1ft, and 
the like dofe about eleven that night: it had 
no fenfible operation, unlefs it promoted per- 
{piration a little; however, it had this good 
effect, that my reft was not once difturbed by 
the flux this night. Next morning I repeated 
the dofe, did the fame at fix in the evening and 
eleven at night; in the day time had but three 
ftools, and one in the night, refting well; 
ftools now had neither blood nor mucus mixed 
with them, nor were they attended with pain. 
-——[ have obferved your directions in the ufe 


* See Lewis and Geoffray on the materia medica concerne. 


ing this drug.—According to AZon/. Fuffiew’s account of it 


in the Mem. of the Royal Acad. of Sciences, it was brought’ 
into Europe from America in the year 1713, and then ufed 
in the Dy/entery. 

of 
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of the medicine till the time of writing this 
letter, though not altogether with that ftrict- 
nefs I did at firft; and now, I thank God, let 
meeat, drink, or take what exercife I will, in 
{hooting or otherwife, itis allthe fame. Iam 
quite well, have an exceedingly good appetite, 
and, from almoft a fkeleton, am grown plump 
and full of flefh; nor has the moift weather 
this autumn had any effect upon me, which it 
always ufed to have before, ever fince the dif- 
eafe firft attacked me. 

N. B. For four months before I was feized 
with this difeafe, my common food was nearly 
the fame as in Ezg/and, but on account of the 
exceflive heat of the country where I then was, 
I frequently drank more than a gallon of lime- 
juice and water in a day, without any {piritu- 
ous liquor added to it, to which caufe my 
difeafe was afcribed, as others who drank 
‘ftrong liquors plentifully kept free from the 


com plaint. 


This gentleman has ever fince enjoyed perfect good 
health.—In three other cafes of this nature I have feen re- 
markably good effects from this medicine, after other 
means had failed. | a 

The treatifes written a few years ago, particularly on ~ 
this difeafe, by two very learned phyficians, Doctor Baker 

Dd2 and 
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and Doétor Akenfide, claim the moft acai 
our inftruction upon this fubject. . i 

When the decoétion was made flees thanI fee men- 
tioned, it was found to act too powerfully upon the pile 
mach, and did not anfwer the intention. : 

Doétor Zimmerman, of Hanover, phyfician in ordinary 
to his Britannic Majefty there, has made many ufeful and 
judicious remarks upon this dilaton, His book was tran- 
‘flated from the original German in into Epelihy. in nYeR by 
Bice ene sc Se . 
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THE SAME GENTLEMAN IN THE P.S, OF ANOTHER LET- 
PER TO ME, DATED SEPTEMBER THE 24TH, 1764, 


WRITES THUS: a | 3 peers’ 
-S HAL i i oe you laugh at my 
| quackery ; however, as it is a fingular in- 

‘ftance of the virtue of the cort. rad. fi Foray 

which wrought fuch an amazing cure in me, 

I could not forbear giving you a true relation 

of it. Mr. fobn Dix, a reputable far- 

mer in ‘this town, came to me about ten days 

ago, to inform me he had a cow at the point 
of death, defiring I would accept of her for my : 
dogs.—Upon enquiring into the nature of her 
difeafe, I found it was a flux, or {couring, as 
it is called in that {pecies of cattle, which had 
been of long ftanding, and refitted all means 

ufed by the moft fkilful leeches.—I own I 

could not help feeling for the poor creature ; 

well remembering, that till I confulted you, 
my fituation was -as bad as her’s: I immedi- 
ately thought of my invaluable {pecific, and 
ordered half an ounce of this bark to be bruifed 
and boiled in five half pints of water toa quart, 
then ftrained, and that half a pint of the de- 

coction 
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coétion fhould be given her of a gentle warmth, 

twice a day. After the fecond dofe the flux 
abated, and, by regularly continuing the me- 
dicine a few days, fhe was freed from the 
complaint.—My patient appears perfectly cured, 
eats heartily, and is daily recovering ftrength, 
from the greateft degree of weaknefs, to which 
the violence of the difeafe had reduced her. 
Mr. Hibgame has fince affured me of his very 
fuccefsful ufe of this remedy for many poor 
- perfons under fuch circumftances, particularly 
one near eighty years old, who had the difeafe 
to an exceffive degree. ——-When I dwelt at 
Norwich, feveral foldiers, who were difcharged 
under this qor aplaint, were cured by the fame 
means, after having ufed many other medicines 
to the fame purpofe, as mney a me. 
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